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4 I say never give up hope unless you are on 
the last little drop of life you have in you } 
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Pilot scheme for seven 


countries already operating 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The Home Secretary yesterday 
confirmed his determination 
to introduce controversial leg- 
islation dosing the door on 
refugees from so-called “safe 
white” countries around the 
world, while refugee groups 
claimed he Had already begun 
doing so. 

Since May this year, asylum 
seekers from seven named' 


countries have been placed on 
a “fast track” system, which has 
enabled decisions to be madein 
their cases within five days- a 
process that can . take many 
weeks, if not months. It was to- . 
trodtfcedwith jiEtftsm days’no-' 
tice fo those refugee agencies 
and lay ers representing asyiiHB 
seekers. .... • iV 

Although the Home G$fcjs- 
maintained last night thaf fire 
“shortprocedure pdot” scheme 
was designed punw to speed ro 

arfmmwlT atioB, 

terna tiona l. and ot h^-reB^^ ■ 


the existing asylum process”. 

“Once completed, this 
process win amount to a total 
abdication of the Government's 
obligations under internation- 
al law,” he said. ■ 

Labour last night pledged to 
fi ght the Bill through P»rK«- 
menL Jack Straw, the shadow 
Home Secretary, said: “Michael 
Howard is playing a cynical 
race card. He has not made out 
the case for any new legislation 
and I cannot see how Britain 


can maintain its UN obligations, 
if it proceeds.” 

But last night there was wide- 
spread support from the Tbiy 
backbenches, with one former 
minister frankly admitting the 
p arty was playing the race card. 
Conservative Central Office 
was said to believe thatthe last 
anti-mmrigratioa Act played a 
successful role m the 1992 Gen- 
eral Election. The BfO, winch 
wfflfotmanMf^B&nkofthe 
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who has spoken ptfoticiy fbrttie first tbno of her fight for the r^it to be treated against leukaemia Photograph: MMP 


Child B tells of anger at NHS 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Jaymee Bowen, the 11-year-old 
known as Child B, has spoken 
fra* the 'first time of her fight 
-against leukaemia, after being 
refused NHS treatment be- 
cause of the severity of her ill- 
ness. 

Jaymee, who was named for 
die fast time yesterday after the 
Court of Appeal lifted an order 
banning -the media from re- 
vealing her identity, described 


how she never gave up hope de- 
spite her family being forced to 
look for a private donor to 
fund her £75,000 chemothera- 
py treatment earhex this year. “I 
say never give up, unless you are 
just on the last drop of life you 
have in you,” she says in an in- 
terview to be broadcast tonight 
in a special edition of the BBC 
Panorama programme. “Never 
give up. If you give np,yoawiU 
just end up with nothing left” 
The case prompted a na- 


tional outcry in February when 
Cambridge and Huntingdon 
health authority refused to pay 
for farther treatment 

Jaymee says in the inter- 
view: “1 would have gone to 
court and stood there right in 
front of them and said, “No mat- 
ter what it takes I am going to 
go through tins and Fm going 
to get better*. 

*rd rather have gone 
through more suffering to live 
than not to go through anything 



of the pilot scheme ■ < 
a nascent ‘white 
ifhe Govern^ " 
of demolishing ably 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

lit had to happen: after the 
Good News Bible, and the 
Hble for feminists cranes an eefi- 
tion of the Bible for blasphe- 
mers. Ken’s AM True Guide lb 
The Bible, a book to be . pub- 
lished in this country next 
month, contains a memorable 
selection of God’s fruitier 
words: a guide to genocide 
from Genesis to Revelation. 

St Paul’s second letter to Tim- 
othy claims that “All scripture 
is inspired by God and prof- 
itable for leaching, for refioot 
for correction, and for training 
in righteousness". Ken Smithes 
guide- sets out to refute tins 
proposition. 

Mr Smith uses various Bibl e 
translations, tested by their 

fidelity when translating one of 


the prophet Ezekiel's more 
startling images r»f Israel, which 
are quoted in_ the New In- 
ternational version: “There die 
lusted after her lovers whose 
genitals were lie those of don- 
keys and whose emission was 
like that of horses.” 

Ken Smith can find almost 

Numbers 31 contains 
an example of the Children of 


Things that 


Israel dealing with some proto- 
Palestinians. They kill the men, 
and bring the women and chil- 
dren back to Moses. He is not 
pleased: “Moses said to them, 
‘Have you let all the women 
live? Now therefore, kill 
every male among the little 
ones, and kill every woman 
Who has known man by lying 
with him. But all the young giris 
who have not known man by br- 



and die. Of course, there are 
some children who wouldn’t do 
that. But Pm not one ofthem.” 
She describes how she coped 
when her illness returned in Jan- 
uary. “I just got called out of as- 
sembly and told you’ve gotabug 
in your Wood,” she said. *Tm 
thinking, oh no. hoe we go.” 
Jaymee, who is currently m re- 
mission, has an angry message 
for the officials who refused her 
treatment: “Thank you for noth- 
ing. Now look at me, Fm fine. 


emers 


ing with him, keep alive for 
yourselves’.” Numbers 31: 15- 
18. In Joshua, where God 
m«lf« the Sun *ssmd dill aH day, 
Mr Smith points out that this is 
only done so that the Children 
of Israel wiQ have a better light 
to butcher the Amorites by. 

• As the Bible’s understanding 
of God grows more sophisti- 
cated, Mr Smith’s abuse of its 
characters becomes more stri- 
dent “Isaiah was an egomani- 
acs! crackpot — “It’s hard to 
read him without thinking of 
W illiam Shatter doing dra- 
matic readings, bugging out his 
eyes with King Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the Bible finally creates 
a human character as mentally 
unstable as God," he writes.' 

A spokesman for the Church' 
of England said: “We know 
(hat the devil can quote scrip- 
ture: the Bible says so.” 


You could have paid for iL You 
had the chance and you blew h.” 
The court order banning the 
media from revealing heriden- 


seu her story to raise money for 
further treatment 

The fight for life, page 3 


Brittan 
tipped 
for Nato 
top job 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Sir Leon Brittan, the EUlkade 
Comnnsfooer and former Con- 
servative Cabinet minister, 
emerged yesterday as a British 
candidate for the job of Nato 
Secretary -GeneraL 

In a surprise move, John 
Major revealed that he wanted 
to propose a “heavyweight” 
British candidate to contest 
the job, following the resigna- 
tion last week of the Belgian, 
Willy Claes. 

The Government is under- 
stood to be disappointed frith 
the quality of the two candidates 
who have come forward so fan 
Uffe EUeman-Jcnsen, the for- 
mer Danish Foreign Minister, 
and Ruud Lubbers, former 
Dutch Prime Minister. 

Mr Major revealed that 
Britain was considering fielding 
a candidate in a telephone con- 
versation yesterday with Whn 
Kok, the Dutch Prime Minister. 
No names were discussed. 

Nato sources said last night 
that Sir Leon, regarded by Lon- 
don as a highl y effective EU 
Commissioner, was now con- 
sidered the front-runner. 

The US administration is in- 
sisting that Nato selects a Sec- 
retary-General with first-rate 
diplomatic skills, who can meet 
the challenge of overseeing the 
deployment of a massive Nato 
peace-enforcement force to the 
former Yugoslavia, and raise 
standards after Mr Qaes- 

Donglas Hurd, the former 
Foreign Secretary, would have 
been first ‘choice fait has made 
clear he is not interested. Lord 
Owen, who recently stepped 
down as mediator m framer Yu- 
goslavia, is believed to be in- 
terested, but he is not popular 
with the US. 

Should Sir Leon Brittan 
move over to Nato, Britain 
would be placed in the awkward 
position of selecting a new 
Commissioner at the EU. Thai 
could reopen the split in the 
party over Europe, with Euro- 
sceptics pressing for someone 
who would be more e x t remis t 
than the Europhile Sir Leon. 


Ac ti VMj bfiuui the Green- 
peadfr^' Environmental 
groflpfoyt accnsedcom- 
a Ftench de- 
stroyCal^comttitittg «ui 
“act. o^^r” "after they, 
boanfo^bdat belonging 
to the. group -in Brindisi 
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Longer hous hittiig 

Britain is facing anew industrial 
which threatens to un- 
i& m'i i n g economic recovery and 

_ famil y life - longer work- 

ingjh«ws. A hew report says 
BtitamStJongfroars culture” tssf- 
fKti^qfemployees’ health and 
tlieir Jfaddaxdj dr work, but not im- 
ptoviagf productivity. Page 4 
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News , analysis: What is Sir James Goldsmith’s 
new paxtyabout? Page 21 

Andrew Marr calls for some honesty in the 
immigration debate. Page 23 

Ancfrew Gumbel previews the latest Italian political 
crisis. Page 23 

Another view: The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay of Qashfem, defends his proposals for 
ifivorcerefoim . . Page22 

Leading article: “It is hard to see what can stop 
the spread of long working hours.” Page 22 


Weather: Scotland and Northern Ireland win have a rainy day. 

The bulk of England and Wfeleswffl be dry and hright, but there 

wH be rain in the far west. Section 1*0, page 25 


More correction 
facilities for 
wrong doere. 

tf you’re a regular offender when 
it comes to spelling you’ll know 
that correction facilities 

•I . 

aren't always a soft option, 
sentencing you to a 
peri od of stir. The free 
flowing action of 
MICRO CORRECTS 
fine tip however is 
the mode! of good 
behaviour. It will 
help you go 
straight, erasing 
the error of your 
ways without 
mess or waste. 

Buy one now and 
give it a fair trial. 
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How countries on ‘white list 5 have sought asylum 
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Number of avyfa™ Makars applying to 
BUtoln 1994 -2350 

Numbtr of paopto granted asylum in 

1994*10 

Gamral sttuaiton: Hundreds of Tanuto. 
■ndudngpnsoners at conscience, were held 
during 1994. Torture and n-treamwm of 
detainees common and resulted m a irast 
one dedh. Ten others disappeared. Several 

thought to be executed wafrait trial. Tt» 

Liberation Tigers oi Tand Eelam, fighting tor 
m independent state also responsWe for 
numerous human rights abuses including the 
execution of onfiorms. 

Foreign Office advice: ftgtsmg in North and 
East at the country. South and central area 

generally safe. 
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Number of asylum seekers applying to 

Britain te 1994 - 2,030 

Number of people granted asylum tn 

1994-5 

General sBuadon: Thousands of poetical 
prisoners were held without trial diring 1894. 
Torture and HMraatment of detainees 
common. Scores of poSbcal defenses 
'disappeared' and hundreds reportedly 
executed without trial. The Gmemmera 
continues to fece aimed apposition m several 
states including Jammu, Kashmir, and the 
Punjab. 

Foreign O/Tlc© advice to travellers: 
generally calm. VdaAa potted situation in 


Kano© Chad 
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Number of asylum seekers applying to 
Britain In 1994 -4,340. 

Number of people granted asylum in 
1994-1 or 2* 

Genera] situation: hundreds of pro- 
democracy activists in prison and at least 50 


security forces in 1994. The Ogoni tribe is 
heavfly persecuted far campaigning against 
western ol companies and enworenartri 
degradation. 

Foreign Office advice to traveflanc 
uncertain and votatle political Awdon 
Harassment by the army and poica of 
travellers and beats prevalent Armed hold- 
ups by the army common. 


Number of asylum aeoknra applying to - 

Britain In 1994-2,035 

Number of people granted asylum In 

1994-5 

General eRuaBon; in February the 
Government Imposed a state of emergency 
in some northern c&afcts when inter-eftrec 
contact resuftBd tn 1000 deaths. About 
150000 people Had die area. . 

Ten pffiisfxe prisoners d coradence, ax 
associa te d w«i an aBeasdptat to overthrow 
tha Government of President JJ Rowings. 
Foreign Office advice to trav ott are: 
generally trouble tree. 
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Number of asylum sectors applying to 

Mate In 1994 -355 

Number of people granted asylum In 

1994-5 

General sfluaHon; At least three priaanars of 
conscience held In 1994. Reports of torture 
and i treatment of prisoners end suspects 

by poica. Tough new pen al code Introduced 
test yea-that father restricts tee freedom of 

mpresston. Jlw new pawl coda attempts to 

rested the tfissemterfon of false news and 
the detonation of tee state. : 

Foreign Office advice: tecra a s teg petty 
street crime. 
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62 deaths. 
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Curbs on asylum-seekers ‘already too tight’ 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Only 1.100 people were green 
asylum in this country during the 
past year - less than 5 per cent 
of 25,000 who had applied. 

Refugee and human rights 
groups say that those figures 
alone arc more than enough ev- 
idence to prove that asylum pro- 
cedures are already so tight that 
there is a real risk that genuine 
refugees could be sent back to 
persecution, torture or even 
death. 

The latest proposals, they 
claim, will effectively wipe out 
asylum in this country. 

While applications for asylum 
were up by 122100 for the year 
ending in June, to 37,900, com- 
pared to Germany, for example, 
the UK does not have a huge 
immigration and asylum prob- 
lem. Of more than 300,000 
people seeking asylum in Eu- 


rope in 1984, about one- tenth 
applied in the UK, compared 
with nearly 25 per cent in Ger- 
many and about 15 per cent in 
the Netherlands. 

The Asylum and Immigration 
Appeals Act 1993 - the last 
piece of anti-immigration leg- 
islation, which the Conservative 
Party believes paid a key part in 


its success at the 1992 general 
election - has dramatically cut 
the number of refugees being al- 
lowed to stay in the UK. 

In 1992 it was 20,000. It 
dropped to fewer than 5,000 in 
1994 and the latest figures avail- 
able for the year ending in 
June this year totalled 5,800. 
This included 4,700, nearly 20 


per cent, who were not recog- 
nised as refugees but granted a 

loud of halfway house - excep- 
tional leave to stay. This enables 
them to stay but without the 
benefits allowed refugees such 
as their families being allowed 
to join them. That leaves a to- 
tal of 19,300 who had their ap- 
plications turned down - a 


sharp increase on the 11,800 in 
the previous 12 months. 

Nevertheless, the Govern- 
ment is set to damp down fur- 
ther in new legislation by 
alleging that bogus refugees 
and illegal immigrants are 
cl aiming millions of pounds in 
benefit and dogging up the 
system for those genuinely flee- 


ing persecution. The difficulty 
is that the Home Office has nev- 


of the problem, daimxng it s too 
complex and costly to find out 
esartiy how many people axe liv- 
ing here illegally ana how of 
those are claiming benefiL 

There are anecdotes of some 

illegal immig rants signing on in 


different names and cl aim i n g 
benefits and housing and free 
services. But equally there is 
anecdotal evidence that em- 
ployers in unsocial-hours, low- 
pay industries snch as cleaning 
and catering are becoming de- 
pendent ext illegal workers - the 
only ones who are prepared to 
ta if p. on long hours and poor 


Tales of fear, torture and death behind applications for refuge 


It was when three of his wit- 
nesses in a case against the Sri 
Lankan security services were 
abducted and murdered that 
Nandakumar finally went into 
hiding, writes Heather Mills. 

A partner in his law firm had 
already been killed. His female 
derk had been abducted and 
raped — and he himself had re- 
ceived death threats. 

Through the British High 


Commissioner in Colombo, he 
managed to obtain a visa, and 
fled to Lhe UK, where he ap- 
plied for asylum. 

Nandakumar (not his real 
name) had been working as a 
human rights lawyer. He had de- 
fended many who had been 
detained under Sri Lanka’s 
emergency legislation and be 


had been assisting families to 
search for relatives who had 
gone missing - believed ab- 
ducted by army death squads. 

In 1991 he was conducting a 
case against the security forces 
over the killing of two Sri 
Lankans, when three witnesses 
were themselves abducted, 
killed and their bodies dumped. 
He went into hiding, arrived in 
the UK in 1991 and was grant- 


ed asylum the following year. 

"ifesterday another refugee 
from Sri Lanka, who has been 
given asylum and who did not 
want to be identified, said: 

“^fou only have to read the news 
to see that Sri Lanka is not safe. 
There is a curfew in Colombo 
and there is complete censor- 
ship. Yon do not have curfews 


ana censorship in countries 
that are safe.” 


Mr B was arrested at Us 
home in Nigeria and taken for 
questioning by the military po- 
lice. He claims he was punched, 
kicked and whipped. Electric 
prods were applied to his gen- 
itals. For days on end he was 
starved. His crime had been to 
question the military govern- 
ment But be was smuggled but 
of the country and into the UK 
Doctors from the Medical 


the Medical 


Foundation for the Care of 
Victims of Torture, who exam- 
ined hhn this summer, have no 
doubt that the scars to his body 

bear testimony to the abuse he 
riaims to have . suffered. The 
man, m his late twenties, is stQl 
suffering panic attacks and 

ni ghtmar es- He remains fearful 
fbrhis family andcofleagnes. No 
decision lus yet been made on 
his claim for asytam. 


Rosemary West: Quest for truth 

Police ‘bugged 
safe house for 
two months’ 


WILL BENNETT 

Police hugged a safe house 
where Rosemary West stayed 
before she was chaigcd with 
murder but she said nothing that 
incriminated herself, Winches- 
ter Crown Court was told 
yesterday. 

An electronic listening device 
was installed at the house pro- 
vided by the police for a two- 
month period after she was 
released following initial ques- 
tioning and before she was 
charged. 

Andrew Chubb, for the pros- 
ecution, told the court (hat Mrs 
West had not said anything that 
indicated her imvhurnent in the 
10 murders with which she is 
charged or that she knew the 
bodies were buried at the West 
family home in Gloucester. 

Richard Ferguson QC, for 
the defence, questioned De- 
tective Superintendent John 
Bennett, the officer who led the 
murder investigation, about the 
bugging device. He said: “The 
purpose of the operation was to 
try to obtain further evidence." 

Del Supt Bennett replied: 
“No, sir. It was for the purpose 
of seeking intelligence to gain 
the truth." 

Mrs West, 41, denies mur- 
dering 10 girb and wuiig women 
whose remains were found at Uic 
Warts' house at 25 Cromwell 
StrceL Gloucester, and at their 
previous home in the city. Fred- 
erick West, her husband, who 
was charged with 12 murders was 
found dead in his prison cell on 
1 January this year. 

The jury heard yesterday 
that Mr West had been ques- 
tioned about the disappear- 
ance of Marv Bastholme, 15, 


who was last seen in Glouces- 
ter in January 1968. Det Supt 
Bennett said there was no evi- 
dence that Mr West had been 
involved. 

Earlier a slide projector was 
erected in the court as Dr 
David Whittaker, a forensic 
denlisl, explained why he be- 
lieved Charmainc West, the 
daughter of Mr West's first 
wife Rena by another man, had 
died soon after a photograph of 
her was token on 29 April 1971. 

The smiling face of Char- 
maine, eight, whose remains 
were found at the Wests* former 
home at 25 Midland Road, 
Gloucester, dominated the 
court room. Mrs West, who is 
charged with murdering her, 
watched as Dr Whittaker su- 
perimposed a photograph of the 
girl’s skull onto the first picture. 

He said that the photograph 
of Giarmaine was particularly 
useful (o him because she was 
smiling and showing her teeth. 
The only difference between the 
photo and the skull was that two 
baby teeth were missing. 

Dr Whittaker said he be- 
lieved the teeth had been lost 
after her death and that she had 
died no more than two to three 
months after the photograph 
was taken. 

Lost week Anne Marie 
Davis, Charmaine's half-sister, 
told the court that on the day 
Mis Ytfest told her Charmainc 
had gone away with her moth- 
er Mr West was still in prison. 
Prison rKonfcshow that he was 
released on 24 June 1971. 

The prosecution completed 
its case yesterday after 14 days 
of evidence and the trial was ad- 
journed until Monday, when the 
defence will begin. 
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pay with no employment rights. 
Estimates put the figure at 
anything between 20,000 and up 
to 1 milli on from the anti-im- 
migration. right. The only thing 
known for sure is that between 
4,000 and 6,000 illegal immi- 
grants are deported every year 
- last year the figure was 5,032- 
AsweU as the suggestion that 
the Government is playing a 
populist “race card", there is in- 
creasing pressure for more in- 
ternal checks on immigrants 
and asylum seekers as our Eu- 
ropean partners demand that 
we drop our external passport 
controls for travellers within the 
EU. Despite a split in the Cab- 
inet over plans to penalise etn- 
plqyers of illegal immigrants, the 
whole anti- immigration package 
has more minis terial support 
than that for a national identi- 
ty scheme. 

Leading article, page 22 
Andrew Mari; page 23 


IX BRIEF 


Railtrack forced to 
print new timetable 

The fiasco over the error-ridden 
national timetable has forced 
Rafltradt to publish an entirely 
new edition, for tire first time 
ever, at. a- cost of tnoafe than 
£100,000- Raflfrack, which took 
over publication this year, will 
also consolidate the e x isting 
two amendments and new in- 
formation aiafpiftlish one jom^ 
supplement in November. The 
new January timetable edition 
wifi be issued instead of the usu- 
al new year supplement 

Mother killed child 

A mother was yesterday con- 
victed at Notti ng ha m Crown 
Court of killing her four-year- 
old daughter by poisoning her 
in September 1986. The jury re- 
tired for the night after Ming 
to reach a verdict on a charge 
against Celia Beckett, 34, of 
Newark, of poisoning another 
daughter, Debbie, now six. 

Coach crash charge 

Stephen Brown, the driver of a 
coach in which 13 pensioners 
died when it crashed on the M4 
last May, faces a charge of caus- 
ing death bv dangerous driving, 
an inquest in Bristol was told. 
Tire hearing was adjourned. 


*Lc 
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Batchelor knight: Cliff RSchaitTs fans celebrate outside Buckingham Palace where the singer yesterday received his knighthood Photograph: Edwafo Webb 


Mellor warns of windfall tax on Lottery profits 


A warning that the Chancellor 
could be contemplating a wind- 
fall profits lax on the National 
Lottery organisers was given 
yesterday by David Mellor, the 
former Secretary of State for 
National Heritage, writes Col- 
in Brown. 

Mr Mellor told Kenneth 
Clarke that he would sc ore a 
“spectacular own goal” if he 


made any attempt in his forth- 
coming Budget to increase the 
tax on the profits of Camelot, 
which are reputed to be £lm a 
week-He revealed in a Com- 
mons debate on the lottery 
that the Treasury had wanted 
the 12 per cent lottery tax to be 
higher. It was raising £500m a 
year, plus corporation tax, but 
Mr Mellor said senior Treasury 


figures still felt bruised by their 
defeat. “It is a nice little earn- 
er for our Ken,” said Mr Mel- 
lor. “Anyone, with the 
temptation to get a higher tax 
lake in the coming Budget must 
think again. In the history of 
spectacular own goals, it would 
need a chapter all of its own.” 
Vhgmia Bottomley, Secrelary 
of State for National Heritage, 


will announce on Monday new 
awards from lottery funds to 
young people who are promis- 
ing in sport, the arts, and sd- 
ence. Tee uuDennium bursaries 
echoed a proposal by Labour 
for some of the money to be 
channelled into a “talent fund". 

She strongly defended the 
National Lottery against the 
criticism of the Church and 


ruled out imposing a cap on the 
bigjadroot pay-outs. 

Jack Cmminghani, Labour's 
national heritage spokesman, at- 
tacked the “excessive” profits 
being made by Camelot Mr 
Cunningham also made it dear 
that a Labour government 
would cut their profits on earn- 
ing into office. 

Inside Parliament, page 8 
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We wepe going to eedl it Pope’^ Joenoil 
but that would have beenju$t silly. 
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Leu kaemia girl: Family allowed to sell story to pay for treatment after judge overturns restrictions on naming of Child B 

The 11-year-old winning her fight for life 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The courageous battle of 
Jaymee Bonfea, the 11-year-old 

girl known as Child B, who was 
denied treatment for Icnlracmia 
by her local health authority, 
unfolded for the first time 
yesterday as her father 
attempted to raise farther 
money for her treatment. 

David Bowen won permis- 
sion to reveal his daughter’s 


1390: Jaymee, 


the Alness from three Court of 
Appeal judges. They reluctant- 
ly lifted a court order b anning 
the media from naming; her ear- 
lier this year so she could seD 
her story to the press. ' 

When it was revealed that 
Jaymee had been refused fur- 
ther treatment for a fatal form 
of leukaemia in March, dv. be- 
came known to the world as 
Child B. Her case prompted 
outrage over how the medical 
profession decided when to 
stop treating patients. 

Sir Thomas Bingham, 
Master ' of the Rolls, who 
presided over the case yester- 
day, said: “I greatly regret the 
necessity to exploit the medical 
problems of this child for pur- 
poses of financial gam.” 

However, be recognised that 
a £23,000 deal with the Daily 
Mirror could prove vital to 
Jaymee, who is currently in 
remission. *T don't thmlc the 
maintenance of reporting 
restrictions can be justified if the 
consequence were the denial of 
treatment which might be 
therapeutic and life-savmg,” he 
said. 

Jaymee was refused further 
treatment for her illness earli- 
er this year by Cambridge and 
Huntingdon Health Authority. 
The Bowens were told the 
£75,000 cost would not be jus- 
tified, as her chances of survival 
were so slim. 

The decision followed a five- 
year struggle by Jaymee to 
overcome the Alness. She was 
first diagnosed as suffering 
from cancer in 1990. After an 
intensive course of chemother- 
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lust for life: Jaymee Bowen, Child B, undergoing treatment She was refused an NHS bed in March because she had only a 2J> per cent of survival 


Cambridge, she was thought to 
hejdear of the ffisease. 

But in December 1993 
Jaymee was found to have acute 
myeloid leukaemia., The fol- 
lowing year Charlotte, her sis- 
ter, acted as a donor in a 


As a celebratory Christmas 
trip Jaymee travelled to 
Disneyland in the United States 
with her Esther and sister in 
1994. However, the Bowens 
were devastated at the begin- 
ning of this ' year when 
a routine Wood test showed that 
the leukaemia had returned. 

Jaymee prepared to resume 
her tenacious fight against the 


second bone marrow trans- 
plant Doctors justified their 
decision by saying that she had 
cmly a 25 per cent chance ofsur- 
vivaL 

When Jaymee appealed a 
High Coart jucjge ruled that the 
authority’s decision “assaulted 
her fundamental right to hfe", 
and she should be treated. But 
the authority appealed against 
Jj^eqson,. and onthe same 


The outcry surrounding the 
plight of Child B, as she was 
named, prompted an anony- 
mous donor to give Jaymee 
£75,000 towards her treatment, 
and she was admitted to the pri- 
vate Portland Hospital in Lon- 
don in March. 

Dr Peter Graved, the con- 
sultant in dhargefof her treat- 
menCdffiafedJaymee dear of 
leukaemia in theLSummer, aj- 
tfaotighhe^rhedwrenreswn . 
Waslikely fls ber short-lived^r 


and she still had only a 10 per 
emit chance of complete re- 
covery. 

But in August Jaymee cele- 
brated her 11th birthday, lifting 
her survival chances to between 
20 per cent and 30 per cent Her 
fight had proved so successful, 
tiie National Health Service 
agreed to fimdpart of her care 
again. 

Mr Bowen, who is deter- 
mined to raise tire zest of the 
money needed from interviews 


and donors, praised his daugh- 
ter’s spirit 

“If there was ever a child who 
scored well on what she’s gone 
through and what she’s done, 
her response to drugs, and her 
zest and appetite for life, tins is 
the chfld,” he said. 

The NHS dedsion to suspend 
funding of her treatment earli- 
er thu year was widely 
condemned- AJf Morris, 
Labour MP for W^thenshawe, 
accused officials of “folly” and 


“inhumanity” in trying to play 
God. 

“This child’s story is the 
sharpest possible condemna- 
tion of allowing money to de- 
cide who lives and who dies,” he 
said. “She was left waiting to die 
by official decision. But for her 
father's determination to fight 
for her life, she would now be 
dead.” 

The dedsion not to treat 
Jaymee was defended yesterday 
by Stephen Thornton, chief ex- 


hsvfogaformofiymph 
gland cancer Known as 
Hodgdn’s disease. 

Angus* 1992: After intan- , 
sfoe chemotherapy at Ari- 
denbrooKe’s Hospital, 

Cambridge, the disease is 
pronounced cleared. ! 
December 1993: Acute 
myetofcl teukaemia diag- 
nosed. 

March 1994: Jaymee has 1 
bone marrow transplant, 
with sister Charlotte as 
dooot 

January 1995: Routine 
blood test shows leukaemia 
has developed again. Doc- i 
toes give her six to eight 
Weeks to live. 

27 February 1995: Cem- 
fiidga Health Authority re- 
-tyses further treatment, 
saying it is unfair to Jaymee 
when she has only 2.5 per 
cent chance of recorety. 

10 March 1995: High 
Court judgs rules that 
health authority refusal to 
pay for further treatment 
‘assaulted her fundamental 
right to life”. Authority ap- 
peals and Court of Appeal 
overturns dedsion. 

13 March 1995: Jaymee 
is admitted to a private 
hospital after an anony- 
mous donor provides 
£75,000 for treatment. 

14 May 1995: Jaymee 
pronounced dear of 
disease but specialist says 
remission is likely to be 
shortterm. 

August 1995: Still in re- 
mission, survival prospects : 
said to be up from 10 per 
cent to 20-30 per cent 
24 September 1995: It is 
announced that part of 
Jaymee ’s care is now being 
funded by the NHS. 


ecotive of the Cambridge and 
Huntingdon Healthy Authori- 
ty. 

“We took a great deal of 
medical advice on this particu- 
lar case,” he said. “All of the 
doctors concerned with her 
.treatment were in agreement 
and in that sense all supported 
the decision we took .-People 
who live in our area need not 
fear. They will get the treatment 
that they need for airy particu- 
lar condition they have.” 




violent crime detection rates Our leisure deals are so good 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent . 

Fbm police forces were warned 
yesterday about' their poor 
performances in dealing with 
violent crimes, by the Govem- 
menfs independent inspector of 
constabulary. 

The forces considered least 
effective in dealing with all 
forms of violent crime were 
Merseyside, Metropolitan Po- 
lice, West Midlands and 
Greater Manchester. • 

The annual report of the 
Chief Inspector ofOmstabulaiy 


Tackling violent crime 



in England and Whies had very 
low standards for the time tak- 
en to answering 999 calls. There 
was alsoavride difference in the 
level of public satisfaction with; 
foot and mobile patrols, which 




covers the 15 months ending in 
March 1995, stressed however 
the difficulty in comparing 
forces because of the statistical 
analysis used and the huge dif- 
ferences between the forces. 

AH four police forces pin- 
pointed by the performance 
indicators have high levels of 
reported crime but low levels of 
detection. Merseyside came in 


varied from about 30 percent - at the bottom, with about 110 
to nearly two thirds. " . . . . v. violent crimes detected for 
. This was the first time the gvery 100 officers, compared to 
Chief Inspector of Constate - the average of 181. 
ulaxy, which assesses the efieef ’ ■: Thefor Morris, Chief Inspec- 
tjvenessande^5encycrfan43; tbr of Constabulaxy, said of 
forces in England and Wede^ ^ihefoar forces “They need to 
has published performance look very carefully at their 
indicators. The report, winch peribxmance.”J>yfe^lfowysin 


Whies came top in the study, 
followed by Wiltshire. Suffolk 
and Gwent were joint third 
and North Wales was fifth. 

The Inspectorate of Con- 
stabulary stressed that this was 
a crude, method of assessing 
bow effective a force is in deal- 
ing with violent crime. Other 
factors involved include the 
make up of the force’s area - 
whether it is rural or urban-- and 
what types of violent crime are 
morecommon. 

Mr Morris defended the use 
of performance indicators, say- 
ing that they provided a pow- 
erful incentive for forces to 
improve their efficiency, and 
made chief, constables more 
accoimtable- His report said that 
nationally the detection rate for 
violent crime was h^b, at 76 per 
cent, but that individual forces’ 
rates varied between 48 perepnt 
to nearly 100 per cent 

2n criticising the target times 
set by some police forces to an- 
swer 999 calls, Mr Morris said: 
“There are some that seem far 
too lax and easy to reach”. The 
South Yorkshire force plans to 
respond m 30 seconds - a tar- 


get it meets in about 87 per cent 
leases. This compares with the 
Gwent force which meets its re- 
sponse target of six seconds in 
almost every case. South York- 
shire’s neighbouring force, West 
Yorkshire, has a bench-mark of 
five seconds. Setting universal 

S ts for indkatocs such as 999 
is rate idea among several 
currently being considered by 
chief constables. 

The report also reveals that 
despite repeated Government 
chums that the number of police 
officers has increased, it has in 
fact dediaed la March 1995 
there were 127,222 officers 
compared to a high of 128,045 
in 1992. The Home Office ar- 
gues that the numbers of civil- 
ians attached to the force has 
increased to about 50,000 which 
frees Officers for other duties. I 
Mr Morris said that the gap | 
between public demand and 
police resources was continuing 
to grow, and that while 
resources had risen by 8 per 
cent, the number of 999 calls 
that needed police action had 
gone up by 15 per cent to six 
million a year. 
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BT faces writ over hackers 



CHARLES ARTHUR 

Technology Correspondent 

The London branch of the 
advertiang .agency J.WWter 
Thompson soondderingsumg 
British Telecom, after phone 
hackers exploited flaws in a 
switchboard sokfby BTto make 
£60,000. worth of free calls in 
four days." 


say they may dub together in 
any. lawsuit against BT with 
other companies whose switch- 
boards have been broken into 
by hackers.. 

“BT fluted to support us to 
the lewd that they should. They, 
didn’t provide the means or the 
training toprotect us against 
this fraud,” sm Alison Sander- 
son, oOEBEorcial director at 
JWTHs London office. J a n e t 

nical director, fea- 

tures that the hackers used to 


get through oot system are the 
same ones that BTput forward 
as a selling point- 7 ’ 

Earlier this month, the 
Independent revealed that 
phone hackers have for yean 
used well-known flaws m the 
voicemail systems of the Merid- 
ian switchboard to make calls . 
lasting hours, directed all over 
the world. They dial into the 
company after bouts, often on 
freephone lines, and repro- 


remotely to dial external num- 

bos. The calls are thus charged 

to the switchboard’s owner. 

BT has sold more than 5,000 
Meridian systems in the UK 
ance 1991, but only be^an to re- 
alise the extent of the hackers’ 
.activities late last year, hi . 
nary an internal BT memo told 
staff “not [to] discuss the vari- 
oos means by which fraud can 
be made - this will only serve 
to alarm the customer further* . 


. Ms McMillan discovered in 
May that criminal hackers 
based in New^ Yorik^ were doffing 
through JWTs Meridian 
switchboard to make calls, They 
reprogrammed extensions to 
dial nmnbersin China, Yemen 
and Syria. 

JWT was an essential link in 
the hacked chain because they 
were making the calls ushg tdte- 
phone card numbers stolen 
from the phone company 
AT&T These do not allow di- 
rect calk to devdoping coun- 
tries. "They needed to dial 
through another eariiai^p to get 
out, and we were the interme- 
diate,” said Ms McMBan_“The 
nails lasted hours. Ifs big busi- 
ness, a multi-million pound 
fraud, not sonre teenager in an 
anorak sitting m his bedroom.” 

MsMcMiBan disabled tte far 
cilities which made the h a v ing 
possible. But she said that re- 
duces the usefulness of the 


swittMxardrTt’sjustHkeabig, 
expensive answering machine.” 
Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that phone hacking is growing 
rapidly in Britain, and probably 
costs British businesses mil- 
lions of pounds annually. At 
least three British-based com- 
panies have lodged complaints 
with the tdecommumcations 
regulator, OfteL about- their 
treatment by BT. 

The Independent has also 
learnt of a number of other vic- 
tims of such hacking, including 
a school and a hospital, which 
hackers used to make £40,000 
of fraudulent calls in one week. 

frt January, BT sent a four- 
page securitywarning sperffi- 
ca% to Meridian owners, which 
it said “covers the main vul- 
nerable areas and how to guard 
against hackers”. But Ms 
McMillan said^It was next to 
useless -It told yon to restrict 
access, but not how.” 


Nobody beats our deals. 


FLORIDA £ 75 * 

MALAGA £ 79 * 

PORTUGAL £ 95 * 

CALIFORNIA £ 99 * 

WASHINGTON D.C. £ 118 * 

GERMANY £ 135 * 

FRANCE £ 166 * 

ITALY £ 195 * 

AUSTRALIA £ 218 * 

®hat can Hertz, the world’s 
#1 car rental company, offer 
you on weekly leisure rentals? 

<8>e can accept prepaid 
bookings as little as 24 hours* 
before departure. 

®e have no pre-departure 
amendment or cancellation 
charges. 

® e promise to beat any price 
you’re quoted by another 
car rental company for an 
equivalent prepaid booking to 
any of the destinations above. 

aim to make sure that 
‘nobody beats our deals’. 

(§)implycafl your local travel 
agent, or Hertz direct 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week on: 

0345 555 888 
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Industrial epidemic: The growing pressure on office staff is dam aging performance at work as well as their family life^aysreport 

Long hours culture ^ • m 
hitting productivity 


JOJO MOYES 

Britain is fadnga new industrial 
epidemic. Office staff arc work- 
ing longer hours, but produc- 
tivity is falling. 

Family life is also under 
threat from increased stress at 
work, with women coming off 
worse. Nearly three limes as 
many women as men in while 
collar work are divorced or 
separated. 

In a new report. The Family 
Friendly Workplace, Britain’s 
increasing “long hours culture" 
is also shown to be seriously af- 
fecting, employees’ health and 
their .standard' of work. 

The survey of more than 
1.350 white-collar employees, 
published by recruitment and 
communications organisation 
Austin Knight, indicates that 
long hours are becoming the 
norm for British workers. Two- 
thirds worked *10 hours or more 
per week and a quarter worked 
50 hours or more. 

Men work longer hours than 
women, with 81 per cent of men 
saying they worked 40 hours or 
more*compared with 5b per cent 
of women. More than a third 
(37 per cent ) of men worked 50 
hours or more compared with 
13 per cent of women. 

More than half of all white- 
collar workers felt that “Jong 
hours culture" was a firm fea- 
ture of their workplace, while 


many said they felt under pres- 
sure from bosses to work longer 
hours than contracted. 

According to Anne Riley, 
UK chief executive of Austin 
Knight, the Endings give the lie 
to the idea of the “leisure gen- 
eration", a new breed of work- 
ers who would “telework” from 
home using laptop computers 
and spend increasing time with 
their families. 

Ms Riley said: "People are 
working in leaner organisations 
and the recession has made em- 
ployers and employees quite 
nervous. There is a lot more job 
insecurity and workers need to 
be seen to be doing whatever 
hours arc necessary." 


Far from sitting bade and dri- 
ving their employees ever hard- 
er, those in management worked 
the longest hours of all. Among 
senior staff, 45 percent of men 
worked 50 hours or more. 

Instead of resulting in better 
productivity, the “epidemic” is 
costing British industry mil- 

lions as employees are physically 

affected and take sick leave. 

More than three quarters 
(76 per cent) said that contin- 
ually working long hours af- 
fected them physically. Latest 
figures from the Confederation 
of British Industry show that, on 
average, almost eight working 
days per worker were lost due 
to sick leave in 1994. Public sec- 


Staff face ‘climate of fear’ 


Many big British companies 
have created a “climate of fear" 
for employees with high rewards 
in the boardroom and dispens- 
ability for the rest, according to 
a leading specialist in organi- 
sational structure, writes Bar- 
rie Clement. 

Addressing the annual con- 
ference of the Institute of Per- 
sonnel Development yesterday. 
Professor Amlin Raj an said in 
1993, big companies were talk- 
ing about moving away from pa- 
ternalism and bureaucracy 
towards democratic structures 
with a slimmed-down hierarchy 


with an emphasis on “empow- 
erment”, individual perfor- 
mance and “employability". 

But by nud-1995, leading 
firms were largely unchanged- 
Where there was change, "the 
cure was worse than the disease, 
the workforce was demotivated, 
effort was more important than 
performance and there wasa di- 
mate of fear. 

“Organisational structures 
were becoming oligarchic not 
democratic: employability 

meant security ana high re- 
wards for senior managers and 
dispensability for the rest” 


tor workers lose almost 10 days 

almost sevenday3 inic^^c- 
turing. 

It is not just employees’ 
health that suffers. More than 
half of all white-collar workers 
said their personal life was 
damaged as a result of working 
long hours. 

Women felt their partners 
were less likely lo understand 
the need for them to stay late. 
They were also more indmed to 

believe that it was impossible to 
combine both a successful ca- 
reer and family life. 

More men than women con- 
sidered that their work perfor- 
mance suffered as their hours 
grew longer. Half of all men, 
compared with 42 per cent of 
women took this view. 

Surprisingly, employers also 
believe performance is hit by 
long hours. Around 90 percent 
described the “long hours cul- 
ture” as a problem, because of 
reduced performance and low- 
ered morale. 

“I think that's one of the most 
encouraging things to come 
out of the survey,” said Ms Ri- 
ley. 

“They're not just being al- 
truistic about the whole thing 
Employers should have more 
flexible policies to enable em- 
ployees to work at their best. It 
doesn’t mean that they will be 
working less hard." 



Fighting guilt: Gtifslaine Daubeney struggles to leave her work behind at the office 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


Two incomes, one child, no time 


CLARE GARNER 

Neither Mark Wasilewski, 
35, nor his wife, Ghislaine 
Daubeney, 32, consider them- 
selves workaholics. They just 
love their jobs. Between them 
they work an average of 100 
hours a week and earn a six fig- 
ure salary. Lunch breaks don’t 
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figure but working dinners do. 
When a seven-month-old baby 
is added to the equation, the 
couple insists It all adds up - 
just. 

“It’s a fine balancing act at 
the end of the day. It’s about be- 
ing able to joggle all the balls 
and not let any of them fall 
on the ground," said Ms 
Daubeney, a research analyst 
who returned to work in August 
after taking maternity leave. 

“Officially 1 didn’t have to 
come back tffl the mkkfle of Oc- 
tober, but I came bade early. I 
mkcwl fhi». mftnlaf challenge and 
the timing felt right,” she sail 

Ms Daubeney hands her 
daughter, Gabriella, over to 
the nanny when she; leaves 
home in Harpendeo, Hert- 
fordshire, at 730am and whisks 
herself away from the West 
End in time to relieve her at 
630pm. Between those hours, 
Ms Daubeney works as part of 
a team of seven for a world- 
leading US investment.consul- 
tancy which advisds orf assets of 
more than US$500bn. 

“One of the hardest problems 
. is guflL For example, in the past 
I used to leave the office be- 
tween 630pm and 7.00pm. Now 
I feel incredibly guilty leaving 
at 530pm to get back for die 
nanny. There’s no guilt placed 
upon me at work but I think it’s 
an issue a lot of women feel" 

Even though Ms Daubeney 
endeavours to check out at 
530pm, her time sheet makes 
exhausting reading. When she 
is travelling - once a month to 
Frankfurt, Brussels, Paris or 
Edinburgh - she tots up 40 
hours’ work in just four days. In 
a normal five-day week she 


works up to 45 hours, not in- 
cluding the five hours she 
spends working on the train, to 
and from the office. 

. “It would be wrong to say I 
don’t take work home. 1 always 
hope to pinch a quiet hour here 
and there to lock myself away 
to work quietly. You don’t 
switch off You'd like to but you 
probably don’t It’s a job where 
you could work 24 hours a day 
seven days a week.” 

Mr Wasilewski joined his 
present company, a fund man- 
agement company, in April 
lW,toberesponsibfefora21- 
strong UKEquity team. On av- 
erage be works about 60 hours 
a week, generally between 8am 
and 8pm, but sometimes longer. 

“When the dinners and cuent 
meetings in the evenings kick in 
1 don’t get home until 1030pm 
or 11pm. Tye just had three days 
in two successive weeks of that 
It works out at 42 hours in three 
days," said Mr Wasflewski 

“If there is a special project 
on, the hours are lust silly. I can 
work 14 houre a day, seven days 
a week for th e best part of six 
weeks." 

“When I came I knew it was 
going to be quite an in tense pe- 
riod of work because the job was 
a rebafidmg exercise. I do con- 
sider them long hours but I also 
consider them temporary.” 

Since Gabriella arrived, Mr 
Wasilewski has tried to get 
home earlier. He is hoping to 
establish a weekof between 50 
and 55 hours as the norm. 

“Gabriella doesn’t go to bed 
early so I get to see her in the 
evenings- Sometimes if I’ve bad 
a hard day I'm exhausted but 
Gabriella is a joy of a baby, a 
form of relaxation and such a 
change from work." 


A day in the life 
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Guaranteed - Yon will be 
able te operate your Computer. 
...Dr ynur money back 



• Written in simple language 
- not computer Jargon 

• Step by step guides - with 
simple dear graphics 

• Understand how to 
operate D.O.S, Windows 
and Windows 95 

• Telephone support and 
Technical back up - FREE! 
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From a total novice 
to a computer expert in 
simple easy steps 

“The Book" wffl take you from total novice to complete expert in s*n*rie, 

easy to imdentend, plain language iftjstrated by dear, concise efiagrams! 
The Book* is wiftten by a computer expert who has taugtft and teebred 
computer students in America and Europe. He has listened to thousands 
of questions and has now written the uffimate comptfer teaching book. 
Even whan you refer to normal computer manuals they can bo absolute 

horror stories written in a totally mconprehensSstefa^tfaga. But “The 
BooRT* is dUferanL The mystique has been stripped away - the feet Is 
computers are very simple to use - once you know how - and after 
rearing Ms book you wB know haw. 

400 peges and perfect bound Ms book is the only computer manual 
you wffl need - Guaranteed. So confident are mb that if after reatSng 
“The Book” you cannot use your compiler - simply return "The 
Book* and we w® refund your money it fuL 
AX £1755 to probably the best piece of eoraptder equipment 
you’ll ever buyt = 2 = 


fsendto> Trent llafl Order CaPfc, qinrahm. *"*"""* ™ 

I (Dept K20NB), 118 West Street 

I Faversham, Kent ME13 7JB. . Mrtta/Ms 

"Yes please send me copyfiesjof 

I ‘Simply The Boolf © £17.95 plus £2i)5p+p each. I Address 

I encfosaCheOuftTOlor g maierw ynhtp 

to The Book 1 

I ordebftrnyAccessWBaCant 

■ — Postcode 

| — ^™ ta r w,w *^ 8tal)h 

I B(P Date MAoawcaaiMilwpteasaBefchBm. 

IM Onto CaPfc Rag. No, 1136705. 
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•PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT. 


THE NEW ROVER 400. 

THE BEST LONG-DISTANCE RIDE ON EARTH FROM ONLY £139* A MONTH. 


SStSBS 

zs&P 


CHARGE FOR CREDIT 
TOTAL PAYABLE 


£1.248.10 

£13360.35 


APR 9.0% 

MNADmKTMJIONIBOFWJM) A SMB MBCT HE Of 
£1125 ME ADDED TO THE F«SI mm -ffOUBH} TW 
THi VEHCLE HAS NOT GKCEFDED THE AGWED mtEAd Of 
I2JOBO MUS pa ANWJH AND B IN GOOD OWWTIOH TW 
Off® S NOT AWIABU ON EC FIROWS HAN RHOMB 

For a free test drive or a 
brochure phone now on 

0345 186 186 \ 


Far fetched? 

Not according to those impartial people at Autocar magazine. 

They went so far as to say; ‘drain covers and potholes have rarely 
been so inconsequential in this class, nor ROVER 414 | 

CASH PRICE* £12320.25 

motorways so flat-iron smooth.’ deposit esq 

- AMOUNT FINANCED £8.046.65 

• Our engineers however could have gone »-"»■—!" >- _sss_ 

r . ■ . . o . GUARANTEED MINIMUM FUTURE 

VALUE’TFINAL PAYMENT £5.900.00 

f iir ther.- CHARGE FOR CREDIT £1348.10 

TOTAL PAYABLE £ 1 3368.35 

Explaining at length the advantages of APR 9.0% 
double wishbone suspension, one-to-one straight 

I2JOBO MUS Ptt AWRIM AND 8 IN OOOO CONDITION IMS 
Off« E NOT AWIABU ON EC FIBOWE PLAN RHOMB. 

line damping and their unique solution to the For a free test drive or a 

brochure phone now on 

problem of engine vibration. 0345 18 6 J.86 

But you don’t need a degree in engineering to appreciate the new 
Rover 400, just a degree of imagination. 

Picture a road without bumps or ruts. 

And instead of the roar of tyres on tarmac there’s little more than a 
subdued hum to disturb your thoughts as you glide along. 

You’ve just been driving the new Rover 400. 

Relaxing wasn’t it? 

Now picture yourself driving one all the time. 

From, just ^139* a month, it shouldn’t be too difficult. 

: But don’t think too long, this opportunity ends on December 10th, 

So now is the time to arrange your test drive. 


% 



ABOVE ALL, IT’S A ROVER 


A Foundation 

IK WMBirA*"** W**** »** 


■ WirahttSi^USTllATION. TO AVA1LAB0JTT. P4USTT BE PURCHASED AMD BEGISTBICD BT 10P i»5. 
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news 


New chapter looms for feminist publisher 




ip 


RHYS WILLIAMS 

Media Correspondent 

The future of Virago, the pub- 


Best-selling authors who were ‘discovered’ by the publishing house 


mm 







Founcfing mother; Carmen Cara, who was instrumental in the fenmcti Photograph: Rex Features 


ago by women for women,look- 
ed in doubt yesterday as spec- 
ulation grew that it may be sold 
to a mains tream competitor. 

Publishing heavyweights such 
as Random Home and Blooms- 
bury are rumoured to be cir- 
cling, although Lenoie 
Goodings, Virago's publishing 
director, refused to comment on 
any possible sale. Ms Goodings 
also declined to discuss reports 
that she resigned last week. 

At the root of the problem is 
the suggestion that Virago is 
struggling to compete in the 
prolonged book-trade reces- 
sion. There are also under- 
stood to be internal disputes 
over the decision by the pub- 
lishing house, for so long a 
champion of feminism, to pub- 
lish male authors. A senior 
Virago source yesterday con- 
firmed that the current uncer- 
tainty would be resolved within 
two to three weeks, although she 
refused to provide details. 

Virago was launched on a 
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Maya Angelou: She is perhaps 
the best known of Virago’s 
more reoent discoveries. She 
has been spoken of as Ameri- 
ca’s unofficial Poet Laureate, 
and was tnwted by President Bill 
Clinton to speak at his inaugu- 
ration. Virago first published her 
autobiography, / Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings, in 1984. 

wave of feminist fervour by 
Carmen Gallil, Rosie Boycott 
and Ursula Owen in June 1973. 
Their mission was to help 
women gain their place at the 
heart of British literature - in 


Magnet 


AUTUMN 
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60S; OFF 

SELECTED KITCHEN CABINETS 
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Now beautiful kitchens are even more mouthwatering 


In the Magnet Autumn Sale 
you can feast your eyes on some 
mouthwatering kitchen cabinets - 
most deliciously reduced in price. 
Some by up to 60% and available 
with competitive finance. 


OVEN/HOB 
DISHWASHER# HOOD PA CIO 

FREE £599 

WHEN YOU SPEND O.DttT OR MORE WHENYQU SPEND £1.000* OR MORE 

FREE WORKTOPS* 

WHEN YOU SPEND £1.500* OR MORE. 


Add to this quality installa- 
tion and some tasteful special 
offers on appliances and you 
have all the ingredients for your 
ideal kitchen. 


Magnet 


Food dot 0 thought 


For your nearest showroom or a free catalogue - call now 0800 555 825 

OPENING TIMES. N crawl ope ni ng times are Monday-Saiinday 8.00-5.00 Selected branches open until 8.00 on Thursday and 10.00-4.00 on Sunday. Check each branch for details IN 4 

DBtnunB ac off July 1W5 pOcelhn Wnly one tree uf&r per kwfmi ordet Free oflere are uc< >rniUiie In coofancttaa irtfa 60% off dbeman Wtfikiepf an panJcmmJ oaig cndiidlag gloat- DUndahcr Model No 5131-151. 

Hnaa rntyn to nana Typical flHt BffKi tjOjHc. Fufl wntii-q iniln tk-mh ji jfljbtf on rcquBi.'appho lo Udm gpcml nduitng taafatan iOrcn 103L SEA tto n hea n. Hob 108432 y» » 2<XH 33 dearie. Hood SOM. SPI atryarf . 
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Edith Wharton: She was - re- 
discovered* by Virago. The re- 
naissance of interest in her work 
has seen an Oscar-winning film 
adaptation of her book, 7he Age 
of Innocence, first published in 
1920. Also adapted, and fist- 
ed among 15 Wharton novels 
published by Virago, was her 
1911 novel Ethan Rome. 

both writing and publishing. 
Every early Virago book carried 
a statement of intent on its 
frootspiece: “Virago is a femi- 
nist publishing house.” 

There then followed a list of 
the Virago advisory group, 
which included Germaine 
Greer and the Spare Rib Col- 
lective, and a call to aims by 
Sheila Rowbotham which read; 
“It is only when women start to 
organise in large numbers that 
we become a political farce, and 
move towards the possibility of 
a truly democratic society. 

As well as promoting the ca- 
reers of writers such as current 
Booker Prize nominee Pat 
Barker, Maya Angelon and 
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Pat Barker: She won the 
Guardian Fiction Prize in 1993 
with The Eye In the Door, and 
this year The Ghost Road Is 
Booker Prize-shortlisted. Al- 
though she has since nxved to 
Penguin, she began her career 
at VSrag) where her earliest worit 
won critical acclaim, most no- 
tably Union Road. 

Margaret Atwood, die compa- 

S - is also credited with reviving 
e reputations of the- likes of 
Edith Wharton, WtDa Gather, 
Rosamond i ^lunaim and Vita 
Sackvflle-WesL 
While Atwood and Angelon 
have chosen to stay with the 
publisher that discovered and 
nurtured them. Virago has had 
problems in holding on to a 
large stable of contemporary 
writers. Many have elected to 
leave for larger, wealthier hous- 
es - Angela Carter to Chatto 
and Windus, and Siena Mack- 
ay to Hememann, for example. 
The grim reality of the pubUs- 
ing recession has also eaten into 
the early idealism. Booksellers 


Margaret Atwood: The poet 
and novelist began her career 
at Virago In 1979 and has been 
one of the publishing house’s 
best-sellers ever since. Her 
books include Life Before Man, 
Bluebeard’s Egg and Other 
Stories, Wilderness Tips, and 
Murder in the Dark. 

Compiled by Ben Summers 

halved orders from Virago's 
baddist of 700 titles, and last 
year the company sacked long 
serving editors, cut new titles 
from 90 to 70, and reorganised. 

Nina Bawden, who has 12 ti- 
tles published by Virago, said 
yesterday: “It would be sad if it 
was sold, because it’s one of the 
few CTTiflll, independent pub- 
lishers that has succeeded in es- 
tablishing a dear brand image.” 

Fay Weldon took a different 
view. “The need now fora sep- 
arate women's publisher has 
gone.: i think it's a sign of their 
achievement that we can now 
look at all literature, rather 
than at male literature and fe- 
male separately.'' 


Maxwell ‘capable of 
sudden generosity’ 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Kevin Maxwell agreed with a 
bank’s description of his father 
as “unpredictable and incon- 
sistent”, but told the Old Bai- 
ley that Robert Maxwell could 
alk) be capable of acts of spon- 
taneous generosity. 

In answer to his counsel, 
Ahra Jones QC, Kevin Maxwell 
agreed with Lloyds Bank's as- 
sessment of his father. Hus 
was why the bank, in an inter- 
nal memo, said it wanted to re- 
duce its exposure to the group. 
Kevin told the jury his lather was 
“capable of very substantial 
changes of direction and strat- 
egy without warning”. 

Kevin, in his eighth day in 
the witness box during the 
marathon Maxwell trial, said as 
an example that by the Eight- 
ies, his father had built up one 
of the largest printing empires 
in the wood. 

Suddenly he decided to 
switch directions and go into 
publishing, with the acquisi- 
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tion of the Mirror Gronp. 
“One thing that remained con- 
stant wfthmm was his interest 
in the media,” said Kevin. “It re- 
mained a life-long interest” 

Kevin, who haa told how his 
father had bullied him into 
telling lies to a bank, yesterday 
said Robert Maxwell could also 
be a kindly employer. 

Kevin described his “kind 
and spontaneous” action in 
taking the two young sons of 
Lloyds executive Johnny Arm- 
strong up on to the root of the 
Mirror headquarters to see his 
helicopter. In a condolence let- 
ter to the Maxwell brothers, Mr 


Armstrong said it had given his 
boys a lifelong memory. 

The court was also told that 
Robert Maxwell had sent cham- 
pagne to an employee who had 
just obtained a professional 
qualification, as well as phon- 
ing to congratulate him. 

Kevin spent most of yester- 
day’s session describing crisis 
talks with Lloyds bank, one of 
the Maxwell group’s main 
bankers, in the. wake of his fa- 
ther’s disappearance in No- 
vember 1991. Within hours of 
his father’s mysterious death, 
Kevin Maxwell feared banks 
would cause problems by “run- 
ning to the hills" and demand- 
ing their money back. 

Kevin Maxwell, his brother, 
Ian, and former Maxwell fi- 
nancial adviser, Larry Tracht- 
enberg, deny conspiracy to 
defraud the pension fund by 
misusing £22m worth of shares. 
Kevin Maxwell alone denies a 
similar charge of conspiring 
with his father to misuse £100m 
worth of shares. 

The trial continues today. 


There’s an entirely 
new way of giving to 
charity- Charities all 
over the UK are now inviting you to use 
the CtiarttyCard to ntdke donations. 


YOU’RE FREE TO CHOOSE. 

You can give whenever you like - by 
phone or by post 

You can give to absolutely any charity 
you choose, including local schools, 
places of worship and hospitals. 

The CharityCard is ideal for emer 
gency appeals - you just quote your 
CharityCard number. 

THE TAXMAN GIVES YOU 
A THIRD EXTRA. 

Vbu get a CharityCard when you pay a 
regular amount or a one-off sum into 
your own Charity Account at the 
Charities Aid Foundation. 

CAF will reclaim the tax you’ve paid 
on the money and add it to your 
account. 

So you have the original sum, plus 
almost a third extra to give away! 

IT’S A GREAT WAY TO GIVE. 

You get a CharityCard for making 
donations over the phone or by post. 

You also receive a ‘chequebook’ for 
giving by post or in person. 

And you can take out standing orders 
for your regular gifts. 

With a CharityCard tax-free giving is 
easier than ever! 


To find out more, call free or use the 
coupon provided. 

Charities AU Foundation 
Registered Charity No 268369. 

Patron HRH The Print# PNDp, Duke of MnbufgtNSKr 

The tax benefits mentioned nm apply to UK ts* payers only. 


NOW, TAX-FREE 
GIVING IS EASIER 
THAN EVER. 



s. ! 


CALL FREE 

0800 

99 33 II 


^ease send me more Hbrmattan abaxtheChsityCaTl 


Please send this completed coupon to; n| 

CharttyCatf. P0 8ax52, §| 

St Leonenf s on Sea, East Sussex TN38 STY. 5. 
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news 


Nursery vouchers: Little support for Government scheme as fears grow that the plan may undermine early-years’ education 



FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

A group of leading Conserva- 
tive councillors have joined 
forces to oppose the govern- 
menfs nursery voucher scheme. 
They have told the Education 
Secretary that the plan will 
lead to lower standards in nurs- 
ery schools. - - 
The use of vouchers win also 
penalise those councils which 
currently spend the most on 
nursery education, they said in 
a letter sent to Gillian She phar d 
earlier this month. 

As speakers from ail politi- 
cal parties addressed a rally at 
Westminster yesterday to 
protest against the vouchers. 
Conservative opposition to the 
plans appeared to be growing. 

Under die scheme, parents of 
four-year-olds would apply for 
vouchers worth £1400 which ' 
they would cash in for part-time 
education at a local-authority 


nnreeiy school, a j 
oral 



i school, 
„ .The 

i cover ontyabout half 
the cost of a place al nursery 
school 

But with most local authori- 
ties now controlled by Labour 
or the liberal Democrats, some 
Conservative councillors fear 
the scheme could be used as a 
powerful political weapon 
against them If h affects 
standards or leads to financial, 
penalties against some councils. 

The letter to Mrs Shephard 
was drafted at a meeting in Sep- 
tember by Conservative edu- 
cation spokespeople from 
Solihull, Coventry. Kirklees, 
Warwickshire, Hereford and 
Worcester, Waltham Forest, 
Derbyshire and Dudley. The 
councillors say they are sup- 
ported by their counterparts in 
other areas. 

Under the voucher scheme, 
the letter says, the quality of 
education in nursery schools 


> below the wifnimiiTn 

\ standard. “Wfe dotftrt 
yj wiH be provided or en- 

! with only a light-touch 

inspection,’’ it says. 

The protesters add that while 

nurseries attached to schools are 

rigorously inspected, checks on 
private schools and pla y gro u ps 
would be far fewer. The coun- 
cfllors say it is unfair that the 
councils whicb spend most on ' 
musexy education should be die 
hardest hit 'by the scheme, 
which will daw back money 
from local authorities ana 
redistribute it as vouchers. 

The unofficial lobbying group 
is led by Geoffrey Wright, 
Conservative education chair- ' 
man in Solihull winch, as a bor- 
ough, stands to lose 90 per 
cent of foe £3 million it currently 
receives in grants for early 
years’ education. Thelma Kar- 
ran. Conservative education 
spokeswoman for Kirklees, 
said: “In our opinion it seems 


to be the wrong way round. We 
should be helping those who 
have helped themselves.’* 

. Mx$. Shephard has not yet 
replied to the letter, though at 
a meeting with authorities ear- 
lier this week she hinted that the 
details of the scheme could 
stiD be changed if necessary. 

Yesterday’s lobby of Parlia- 
ment heard that shortages of 
teachers could also threaten the 
voucher scheme. Labour’s 
education spokesman, David 
Bhmkett, released figures show- 
ing that there had been an 18- 
per-cent reduction in trained 

m^^^between^l^^aad 
1994 despite a rise in the 
number of younger pupils. 

‘These figures show the lies 
behind the Government’s 
rhetoric,” Mr Bhinkett said, 
“dearly no provision has been 
made for the expansion of nurs- 
ery education through the 
voucher scheme.” 


Friends few and far between 


Pity the poor nursery voucher. 
Even in the tnxbulent and fast- 
changing world of education 
there can have been few poli- 
cies with so few friends. 

The opposition parties are 
against it, me nursery education 
lobby is against it, many private 
nurseries are against m Rumour 
has it that even the Secretary of 
State for Education is nek keen. 
And now a growing number of 
local authority Thries are adding 
to the chorus of disapproval 

No sooner had the idea been 
promoted as a means of deliw 
ering John Major’s pledge to 
work towards preschool places 
for all than it began to attract 
powerful enemies. 

Mis Shephard objected to the 
scheme on the grounds that it 
would be unwieldy and bu- 
reaucratic. In April this year, she 
saiti vo uchers were “not the pre- 
ferred option”, hacking instead 
a system under which local au- 
thorities and private agencies _ 
would bid to provide places. But 

by Jufy^support forvoifthert* 1 
frota Ae Pnme^fin^ttt^'and 1 



Chancellor had forced her to 
back down. “Purchasing power 
in the hands of parents will 
stimulate a real market in the 
supply of places that parents 
want,” riie said as tbe plan for 
vouchers was announced. 

The main problem, with 
vouchers is that they are ex- 
pensive because they subsidise 
parents who are already paying 
for private nursery provision. 
Most of the cost will be clawed 
back from local authorities 
which wffl thoihave to compete 
with the private providers to win 
Jt back again: 

Not surprisingly. Conserva- 
tive as weJJ as Lalxnir and Lib- 
eral Democrat authorities have 
objected, and only three -TLfest: 
minster, ^Wandsworth, and. 
Kensmgten^D^Zidsea - havf: 
signed . up jfora pilot project 

Those authorities which enr- 
fmo&tiri nursery etf- 


But even some who stand to 
have reservations. A pre- 
survey by the Inde- 
pendent Schools’ Joint 
Committee on Assisted Places 
revealed that only one in three 
private-sector heads in favour. 

S usan Hay , managing direc- 
tor of Nurseryworks Ltd, which 
owns and runs five London 
nurseries, has said that the fi- 
nancial risk involved in setting 
m new schools will deter all but 
the bravest entrepreneurs. She 
points out that the voucher 
does not contribute at all to 
budding costs. 

' The playgroups, now re- 
named tbePre-Swocd Learning 
Alliance, threatened to poll 
out of the scheme because they 
were told they could only re- 
deem their vouchers for £550 
each. When ministers backed- 
dewn, adding an extra £100m to 
the total £700m cost, the al- 
liance still bad objections de~ 
'fhe^eWonW 1 ftijectfon of* 
cash that Vouch^ wiD bnng, to ' 


ngand saws the quality of nurs- 
ry schools could be affected if 


create unwelcome competition 
and would not provide for ad- 
equate teacher training. 

The nursery lobby is also 
concerned about teacher train- 
ing 

eiyschc 

rigorous standards are not ap- 
plied. Sir Christopher Ball, di- 
rector of learning at the Royal 
Society of Arts, has ejected be- 
cause the scheme only caters for 
four year-olds, making it likely 
that schools which currently 
offer places to three year-olds 
wiD cease to do so. 

. The scheme does, of course, 
have some powerful supporters 
- attracted by its competitive 
edge and the fed that it will take 
funds away from local author- 
ities, only a handful cf which are 
Tbry-controlled — but two of its 
strongest advocates, John Red- 
wood and Jonathan Aitken, 
can no longer offer their back- 
ing from the stre 
tioris within the 


fjTjaj . - fran Abrams^ 



-For fhechildreji: James Stirling, 4, states his case at the Westminster rally yesterday 


Photograph: Brian Harris 
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ELECTRONIC TRANSLATOR 
SBKOnosoo 

• 5 European 

Wm £29.99. 

t24.il 



SPELLMASIBt 
FXANKUN SMQIOO 

• Corrocte ewer 80,000 
wxdi. 

• Defines commonly 

confused wans. 









SAVE 


SHARP 

ZQI250 
DIGITAL DIARY 

• 22 Kb memory 
• Calendar and 

y diary 

\ • Memo oad 
\ Was C'-M. v9 


) SALE PRICE 

399 


ROGETS THESAURUS 
FRANKiM 

ideal (or crossword 
puzzles. 


:29.w 
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PLAYS 

WORD 

GAMES 



£5 £07.99 


CASKUsoo 

nonuciARY 

• 32 Kb memory 

• loon-guided 

•ttb 

dorm. - 

Was £49.99. 



SHARP 

ZQ4450 
OKOANfSm 
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bsdon. 
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SHARP 

SUBO. 

PERSONAL 

M0MSB 
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ELECTRONIC DICTIONARY 
RANKUN dqoo 

• 80,000 wad dictionary 

• 500,000 synonyms. 

Was £69.99. 

NUBmuMnmsKxxs 

e59.w 


SCIENTIFIC CALCULATORS 

FROM „ 7 r 

UNDER £/ 


CASIO FX82 

SCIENTIFIC 

CALCULATOR 

• 135 functions. 

• IdedbrGCSE. 

• Fraction capability. 
Was £799. 



CASIO 

srssoat 

PERSONAL 

ORGANISER 

IfflKbwwrwy 

£89.99. 


PACKARD BB1 on 
DESKTOP CALCULATOR 

Shirdy daibop design. 


CASIO D20A CALCULATOR 

2 »«ny pOMcr. Vfa £22.99. 
BSMOOTCALCUUm 

man UMna stocks 

CASIO RC7000 
CALCULATOR 
Ans lOpqpniB. Vfci £S4.99. 
tm raoafcNcuuaai 
HURin uMnte stoats 



SALE - LAST 3 DAYS 


OVER 350 HIGH STREET 
BRANCHES NATIONWIDE. 
TEL: 0131*200 0200 FOR 
YOUR NEAREST BRANCH 


The INTEGRA ~ PC- TV- Comm ’s 
everything but the kitchen sink! 



The INTEGRA from 
Amstrad, more than just a PC 
The new Amstrad Integra is set to 
revolutionise what you do in the future. 
How can it do that? Weil, not only is the 
Amstrad Integra an advanced future- 
proof multimedia PC It's also a full 
communications centre with Fax, 
Ansaphone, Hands-Free Speakerphone 
and Modem, as well as a Digital TV, 
Audio CD player and Video CD - all in 
one box! 

Phone for your FREE lull colour 
information poster today and see whidi 
of the four ready-made Integra packages 
best suits your needs. Or we'H even tailor- 
make one to your exact specification. 

Aff you'll ever need in a PC! 


^ Direct from the Experts 
Hot line telephone support for any 
technical or operational advice. 

. ' V Free 12 Months' 
On-lhe-Spot Service 
We“B send an engineer to your office 
or home to fix any genuine fault free 
of Charge during the first 12 months. 

^ Cutout the middleman 
Buy your Amstrad Integra direct at 

bw factory prices. Git out the 
middleman and his profit 

Money-back guarantee 
If for any reason you are not absolutely 
delighted with your Amstrad Integra, 
you can return it at any time within 30 
days, and get a full refund, with no 
arguments. 


WHAT rr wtu. DO FOR TOO 


COMMUNICATIONS 



MULTIMEDIA CD 



DIGITAL TV 



INTERNET 


Microsoft * 
Windows 95 


Amstrad 






Talk to the experts 


nil 012 20 <JO 09 u>l.-phni:c 


C.aU l >' ,V oir f )u 


0990 944 944 
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National Heritage Secretary rejects criticisms by the churches ■ Cunningham attacks Gamelot's ‘licence to print money’ 


Bottomley 
rules out 
change to 
lottery 


V irginia Bottomley yes- 
terday set herself against 

any of the changes to the 
Lottery mooted by the church- 
es and others concerned at its 
effect on the national psyche 
and the £lm a week profits of 
its operators. 

The National Lottery “truly 
is the Dream Machine’*, the 


Inside 

Parliament 

Steven 

Goodwin 


Heritage Secretary effused in 
the Commons. She piavs it as a 
member of a family syndicate, 
she basks in the glow of its 
awards to charities and. to 
judge by her performance in the 
Labour-initiated debate, she 
believes it a first-rate political 
weapon. 

“Labour’s line on the lottery 
is simple - snuff out success, 
punish profit and cheat the 
good causes of the deal they de- 
serve." she said. 

The rhetoric was unchanged 
from her years as health secre- 
tary and so was her tactic of 
bombarding the House with 
statistics. 


The National Lottery had 
changed the face of funding in 
the arts, sport and heritage, sbe 
insisted. More than £5 86m had 
already been awarded to 2,1 1 1 
projects and over the next sev- 
en years the total contribution 
to good causes was expected to 
be over £9bn. 

“It is the people's lottery. Mil- 
lions play. Millions watch. Mil- 
lions win. In years ahead a 
bonanza of billions will benefit 
the causes we value." 

Ridiculing the notion that 
huge prizes had brought misery 
ro the winners, Mrs Bottomley 
said that out of about 280 wins, 
only 18 had been for more 
than £5m and many jackpots 
were shared by syndicates of up 
to 20 people. 

“How many of those 18 have 
been made miserabie by the ex- 
perience we do not know. We 
can guess that there are many 
more people willing to change 
places with them." 


ejecting Labour's call 
for the lottery to be run 



imposes 

shortlists 

randAWYNN WMES ' 

Labour’s National Executive 
Committee yesterdayset a 
course for achieving a record 90 
women MF5 at the rtexf election 
after resolving to ' impose aU- 


NationaJ pastime: The National Lottery tamely is the Dream Machine', Virginia Bottomley told the Commons yesterday Photograph: Tim Smith 


i-^ for the lottery to be run 
JLYa “not-for-profit" basis 
when Gamelot’s seven-year con- 
tract runs out, she quoted the 
Lottery regulator’s observation 
that more would have been 
kept in costs by Richard Bran- 
son's “run it for free” founda- 
tion. 

As for capping the jackpot at 
£lm, proposed by the church- 


es and the Liberal Democrats 
conference, Mrs Bottomley said 
that in the weeks when the jack- 
pot had rolled-over, sales had 
increased by 10-20 per cent. 
“Capping the prizes and cutting 
the fun is the route to equal dis- 
tribution of very little. 

Tory backbencher John 
Sykes, MP for Scarborough, 
urged her to “ ignore the sanc- 
timonious claptrap" from the 
churches. 

If fortune did not exactly 
shine on Mrs Bottomley in last 
July’s Cabinet shuffle, her new 
opposite number. Jack Cun- 
ningham, has had even less 
luck. 

Voted off the Shadow Cabi- 


net last week, Mr Cunningham 
gracious fy accepted the Secre- 
tary of State's tongue-in-cheek 
commiserations. “As a life-long 
supporter of Newcastle United, 
I am well used to dealing with 
both triumph and disaster. It is 
just that the disasters have been 
too frequent recently." 

Mr (C unningham said 

Camelot had been given one li- 
cence to print tickets and an- 
other to “print money". And he 
maintained the 1993 legisla- 
tion setting up the Lottery gave 
Mrs Bottomley power to vary 
the company's take without 
waiting for the end of its con- 
tract 

Brushing aside Tbiy claims 


that Camelot had taken a com- 
mercial risk, he said it was “a 
one-way bet in a one-horse 
race". 

No one had envisaged such 
eosessrvB profits, except perhaps 
Camelot w private, he said. 

Mr (Birmingham said he en- 
joyed playing lottery himself 

People bought tickets because 
they hoped they would win, but 
second they hoped that major- 
ity of what was left would go to 
good causes. 

"Labour in office will ensure 
that when a new contract is due, 
it must be on a not-for-profit ba- 
sis, thus releasing many more 
minions for the arts." 

Mr (Birmingham proposed 


the establishment of a “Talent 
Fund" to help young athletes, 
musicians, artists, inventors and 
designers who at present strug- 
gled on alone or with just 
parental help. 

It was one of the few areas 
where Mis Bottomley was quick 
to acknowledge the merits of a 
Labour idea. 

D avid Mellor, former her- 
itage secretary and a 
self-proclaimed archi- 
tect of the lottery, wanted the 
Government not to increase the 
amount of tax taken. Current- 
ly, the Treasury skims off 12 per 
cent from the lottery, but Mr 
MeOor said it originally had 


“ambitions" for more. 

The lottery was already “a 
nice little earner for our Ken”, 
he said - an estimated £500m : 
so far pins corporation tax on 
Gamelot’s profits. 

But he went on: “One gath- 
ers there are senior figures in 
the Treasury who stfll bear die 
braises of what they regard as 
a defeat in failing to get a tax 
rate that was higher. 

“And if anyone should have 1 
ftin contemplation to introduce ■ 
a higher tax rate in the forth- 
coming Budget, I really must 
my. t hem t» thint again - 

“In foe history of own goals, 
that would merit a. chapter all 
on its own.*’ 


and of safe seats where a 
Labour MPIs retiring. 

Labour’s north-west region 
will be expected to select five 
key marginals and one safe 
seat for women^nty lists in the 
next few weeks. Members of the 
national executive feh that there 
was no option but to impose the 
lists in the free of determined 
resistance from activists. 

One list wQl also be imposed 
in the London region but a 
timetable has yet to be set. The 
patty said about 50 women 
would fight in safe or wfonable 
seats in addition to the 40 al- 
ready sitting as MPs. - 

The NEC has signalled its 
determination to fulfil the quo- 
ta in afl regions by imposing all- 
female lists in Gravesham, 
Slough and Great Yarmouth. 
The North-western had proved 
particularity intractable m their 
resistance. Six si t ti ng MPs are 
standing down and there me 12 
marginals, requiring three 
women-only lists in the first cat- 
egory aiKl six in the second. But 
only one target seat and two in 
which the sitting member was 
retiring had volunteered. 

In the capital, foe choice 
wQI be between Hayes & Har- 
Kngtpn, - EMurm and TWhnal 
Green & Bow, where a section 
of foe membership has protest- 
ed against the imposition of a 
fist because the selection 
process had already beguk 



Clarke told Princess Royal 




tax plans 


Introducing a fax that 
doesn’t say ‘beep’ to your 
most important customer. 


You know the situation. You're sitting there waiting 
for that all important call. Suddenly the phone goes. It 
rings twice. Then, horror of horrors, you realise that 
someone has left it switched to ’fax'. 

i 

If your customer hasn’t already hung 
up, he’s going to be a little frustrated to say 

■ A UX fax machine from Sharp 
has automatic Fax/phone changeover, which instantly 


The UX saves you time as well. A 15-page multi-sheet 
feeder means you can place your paper in the tray, press a 
button then press on with your business elsewhere. 

“j 

L And don’t worry if you don’t have a brilliant 
memory The UX fax has. It can save up to 1 5 of 
your most used numbers in the automatic dialler. 
So there you have it The Sharp UX fax. 
&9V We suggest you buy one soon, before your important 
customers start saying ’beep* to you. Call free on 


determines between a voice and a fax call, then adjusts 0800 262958 quoting ref XIA3 to find out more, 
accordingly. 

Even if you're not around, the UX can be hooked up 
to your answer machine. So you can receive messages, 




phone calls and faxes all on one line. 


1NTET-L1 GHNT THTNK1TMG 


^DONALD MACINTYRE 

foOtical 

^Kenneth ClafijA 
pressure last nigh 
plans to tax redundancy pay- 
ments after claims of a sudden 
surge of applications by em- 
ployees to leave their jobs be- 
fore the Budget 
■ Malcolm Brace, fotliberal . 
Democrats’ Treasury 

spokesman, yesterday chal- 
lenged foe Chancellor to “come 
dean” about reports that he was 
planning to end tax exemption 
for the first £30,000 of redun- 
dancy payments. 

The challenge came as Pad- 
dy Ashdown, foe party leader, 
renewed his call on Mr Clarke 
not to deliver a tax cutting bud- 
get “for the short-term needs of 
the Conservative Fatty”. 

There have been strong hints 
that despite earlier reports that 
the Treasury was considering 
taxing redundancy pay it had 
now abandoned the idea. 

Mr Brace said . that Mr 
Cladre had refused to confirm 
or deny foe earlier reports and 
added: Tm saying to Kenneth 
Clarke: ’Step playing politics 
with people s lives and liveli- 
hoods - come to the House of 
Cbmmons now and withdraw 
this madcap scheme.” 

- A tax of the sort envisaged, 
Mr Bruce said, could hit. as 
many as 500,000 people with tax 




that either Mr Clarke was plan- 
ning a “cynical and cruel new tax 
on insecurity and unemploy- 
ment", or he was unnecessari- 
ly allowing “thousands of 
employees to swing in the wind" 
between now and the Budget. 

Both the Liberal Democrats 
and the Labour Party claim to 
have been “inundated” with 
calls from worried employees 
considering taking redundancy. 


1 Today's business i 


Co m mons; Northern Ireland 

questions; Prime Master's Questions: 
Mental Health (Patens In the 
Community) Bin. renwMng. stages; 
Debate on- salaries of ministers, 
Opposition Leader, Opposition whfcs 
and officers of Patltament; Private 
business - -Acc om modation <Lewl 
Crossing) BO, ThM Reeding. Lords: 
Debate on report of select c ommi ttac 
on su st ain able develo pm ent Debate 
on decision to dose accident and 
enwasney department and acute bed 
provision at Eri&ae General hospital. 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 


MP for Bassetlaw and a mem- 
ber afthe select committee, for 



ing: "Both the Princess and I re- 
gard lobbying in thestyieprac- 
ti^ wifoin .the lOC as 
distasteful, not in 
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CSA staff ‘wrongly assessed 
23% of maintenance claims’ 


GLENDA COOPER 


for maintenance payments 
made by foe Child Support 
Agmcy were wrong, a report re- 
vealed yesterday. • 

The study, carried out by 
ErnfeHazkwood, the Govern- 
ment’s chief child support offi- 
cer, also found that although 
15 per cent were for the right 
amount staShad not been fol- 
lowing official guidelines in 
making (Ik assessment 

Labour and child support 
groups immediately seized on 
Mr Hazlewcxxfs report which 
showed only 29 per cent of aQ 
assessments on the 'amount 
owed by absent parents were 
definitely correct and made by 
staff following proper proce- 
dures. While improvements in 


was stffl “disappointing". Staff 
are said to have made errors on 
.nearly a quarter — 23 per cent 


mauds for too little or too 
much maintenance. 

And hi 28 per cent of cases, 
a lade of evidence meant itwas 
not possible to tell whether the 
maintenance assessment had 
been correctly decided. 

This report follows a highly 
critical one, published in June, 
by the National Andh Office. It 
found thatfatherswere paying 
up to £55 too much, , and also 
that foe agency was owed more 
than £500,000 in unpaid main- 
tenance, a “significant” amount 
of which was not expected to be 
paid back. . . 

Mr HazLewood said that 
while some progress had been 
made there was .still some <fis- 


mained “substantial". He added 
that he “looked to CSA man- 
agement and staff building on 
signs of improvement and in- 
creasing its pace over they tar." 

Andrew Mitchell, the social 
security minister, saidit showed 
foe CSA was malting ^good and 
steady progress a difficult 

start”, but added: “The contin- 
uing requirement for improve- 
ment is substantial The key- 
elements are in place _ and I 
expect foe agency to use them 
■effectively to proaiicethe stan- 
dards which all concerned have 
a right to expect/’ 

But Labour claimed the re- 
port revealed a “sbockinrfy 

high level of inaccuracy" by the 


high level of inacairary” by foe 
CSA in making ass essm ents 
for maintenance payments. The 
Network Against the Child 
SusOOrtAfienevsaid flip.irnnrt. 








C*» 













SJUL 




10 


INDEPENDENT 1 • THURSDAY 28 OCTOBER 1995 


news 


/ There’d be zero point in going back. After all, I’m the only one who’s beaten the system, j 
• so to speak. Even Jack Slipper would leave me to suffer in exile - Ronnie Biggs 



PHU. DAVISON 


Thirty years after Ronnie Big- 
gs started his life on the run, the 

great train robber has hinted 
(hat the gang which carried 
out the&iaxisralway theftinay 
have been after something 
more than old banknotes — a 
package of priceless gems. 

It was 30years ago this week 
that Biggs last saw England 
following his escape from 
Wandsworth prison. Now 66, he 
has lived in Rio de Janeiro for 
25 years after initial plastic 
surgery in Pam and more than 
four years in Australia. 

It is not difficult to believe 
that he blew his “whack 7 " from 
the robbery on 8 August 1963 
- £147,000 (hen, (he equivalent 
of dose to £2m now - on the es- 
cape to Australia and the first 
few years of extravagance. But 
what if there had been a bunch 
of uncut diamonds cm board the 
famous Glasgow-Euston train. 

The first intimation that 
there might have been dia- 
monds on board the train came 
from Biggs' QC, Michael Ar- 
gylc, some years ago. 

But now Biggs himself has 
suggested that they might have 
been on the train. “1 didn't see 
any diamonds. But somebody 
nicked them," he said. 

Further hints about the pres- 
ence of gems on board the 
train emerge in Biggs’s first nov- 
el. Keep on Running, which 
“draws on the true events sur- 
rounding the Great Train Rob- 
bery”. In the book, Biggs writes 
that 50 uncut diamonds were 
snatched from the train along 
with the cash-filled mailbags. 

One of the robbers, named in 
the book as David and one of 
three gang members never 
caught, got away with around 
half the diamonds, whose total 
value may have been more than 
the £2.6m cash haul, according 
to the novel to be published in 
Britain on 31 October. 

The rest of the book echoes 
the “crime of the century" and 
begs the question whether the 
book is fact or fiction. For ex- 
ample. could the man who got 



away whb the diamonds have 
been Biggs and not “ David"? 

“No way," said Biggs- “Scot- 
land Yard always knew it nev- 
er got the entire gang. But the 
whole principle of that robbery 
was that no one would talk. Old 
BOl could chop your legs off and 
you wouldn’t grass on your 
mates." 

“The book is fact mixed with 
fiction. It's basically the facts 
with a dash of fiction," Biggs in- 
sisted. “The story is very dose 
to the facts. Bat I had to disguise 
the identities of the people in- 
volved. 7 ’ 

The three robbers who got 
away are given the pseudo- 
nyms David, Freddie and 
George. The latter, in real life, 
was the “heavy 7 * who coshed 
train driver, Jack Mills, but 
was never caught, according to 
Biggs. In the prologue, Biggs 
said he wrote the book after 
“Freddie 7 * called him to con- 
gratulate him on 30 years on the 
run. “Ron, you tell the story," 
he said. “You know what hap- 
pened ... but no real names, 
Ronnie, not even the initials." 

The man described on the 
jacket of his autobiography as 
“truly the quintessential lovable 
rogue of our time 77 spoke as he 
sipped a beer in his hills ide 
apartment in Santa Tbresa. 


Biggs's 21-year-old , Mike, 
whose mother was the train rob- 
ber’s farmer girlfriend, Raimun- 
da , sat on the aim of his dad's 
armchair in a T-shirt reading. 

It was Raimunda’s pregnan- 
cy that allowed Biggs to stay in 
Brazil in 1974 after the Scotland 
Yard detective. Jack Slipper, 
tried to detain him in Rio. Big- 
gs also has two grown-up sons 
m Australia, Chris and Farley. 

The novel is for from Biggs’ 
first money-spinning venture, 
developed on the back of his no- 
toriety. He has recorded punk 
songs (as with the Sex Pistols in 
1978), appeared in Brazilian 
television adverts (for burglary 
alarms) and run “The Biggs Ex- 
perience" - inviting British 
tourists to listen to his robbery 
tales in return for $50 a head. 

The book is likely to bring in 
a few badly needed bob for the 
former petty crook from Brix- 
ton, but believes he helped 
“create a major moment in his- 
tory. The tram robbery was the 
last decent crime* 1 . 

His next project? “A cookery 
book. With a drfierence. I want 
to call it Autotfosmphy of a 
Cook, but therell be an Y 
wedged between the letters *c* 
and ‘o'. The idea is that Td steal 
all the recipes, give them dif- 
ferent names and no one would 



life’s a beach: Ronnie Kggs in Rio de Janeiro wftti hte son, Mte and his g rtftiend, and (above left) the tram after the robbery in 1963 Photogaph: Steve Mor^n 


ever know they’d been filched. 
Porridge would, of course, be in- 
cluded since Fve done so much 
of ft." 

Biggs is now slightly hunched, 
bnt he is still an imposing, 

rharmingnnri yrni ttifn! fipw p. aL 


though the 1 965 plastic 
has left his cheeks bloa 


longtime companion is an Ar- 
gentinian-born woman, UHa, 
whom he has known 20 years. 
“We’re sort of good mates but 
we keep our separate Ians.” 
After his usual reguest for 
cash in return for an interview 
- “times are hard” -he settled 
for a “decent” lunch and a few 
beers in his local amarxen, or 


grocery store-cum-bar, where 
the F-n glishinan [q the flat cap 
and trendy, though greying, 
pony-tail is a local beta He has, 
after ah. lived here or here- 
abouts for 25 years. His only ex- 
cursions abroad were to 
Argentina and Bolivia to renew 
his (borrowed and falsified) 

passport in the early months of 
his stay and a cruise to Barba- 
dos in 1981 after he was kid- 
napped by a group of former 
British soldiers. A Barbados 
court eventually returned him 
to Brazil, rather than Britain. 

In the bar, the drinks appear 
to be esdlessly on the house, 
while in the churmscaria, or 


steakhouse,“SenhorBeeg-eez" 
gets the best cuts. On a bus to 
Botafogo beach, passengers 
nod to Biggs and smile. 

Biggs said he had heard noth- 
ing from the Brazilian author- 
ities about any change in Ids 
stains now that Mibe has tamed 
21 and legally no longer needs 
protection. Nor did he seem 
concerned over a new extradi- 
tion treaty between Bri tain and 
Brazil that is likely to renew 
Scotland YurTs interest in him 

“I don't think that treaty had 
the vaguest thing to do with 
Ronnie Biggs," he told me. 
“When Mike turned 21 in Au- 
jpist, I had all of Fleet Street cm 


the line, saying, ‘are yer knees 
knockin’, Ronnie? 7 , But I've 
heard nothing from the Brazil- 
ians and I don’t expect to." 

He remains aware of the 
dangers of returning to Eng- 
land. “I wake up every morn- 
ing and the first thing I do is 
make a nice cup of tea. But if 
I ram back to England, I'd have 
to goto jaiL I got 30 years and 
only served a year and a half,” 

^If I went bade, I feel they'd 
be obliged to reduce my sen- 
tence. I believe the Home Sec- 
retary could reduce it but Fm 
not sure he’d want to. Td rather 
fight to the last round. 1 think 
there’ d be zero point in going 


bade. After all I'm the only one 
who’s beaten the system, so to 
speak. 

“1 think secretly even Jack 
Slipper would be quite happy to 

see me left to suffer in lonely 
exile 7 , as he once put it ... I sup- 
pose if you asked me what 1 
wanted oat of life, it would be 
to live in complete freedom to 
come and go as I like. 77 

Any regrets? “I don't think 
anyone should have any re- 
grets ... You're an adult, you 
know the differ ence between 
right and wrong, and if you go 
down, you have to.bite the bul- 
let. That’s part and parcel of the 
whole scam, you know?” 


Wf‘5. 
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NHS PRESCRIPTION CHARGES 


TO ALL MEN AGED 60 AND OVER: 

From 20 October 1995 you can get NHS prescription items free. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS: 

At part B of the prescription form tick Box D and cross out '65’ and write in ’60’. 
You or your representative then sign and date the form before handing 

it to your pharmacist or doctor. 

If you are a man who has recently paid for a prescription or a pre-payment certificate and 
were aged 60 to 64 at the time, you may be able to claim your money back. If you would like to 
be sent a claim form complete and return the coupon below. Generally, you will only be 
able to get your money back on prescriptions paid for in the three months before the coupon is 
received by the Prescription Claims Processing Unit. If you delay you may lose money. 


PLEASE NOTE THAT IT MAY TAKE SOME. TIME TO PROCESS YOUR REQUEST, SO PLEASE BE PATIENT. 


n 


would like a form to claim a refund of prescription charges or of my pre-payment certificate. 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

1 paid charges on (pleas® give dates) National Insurance Number. 
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Local partnerships 
‘central’ for revival 


of deprived areas 


A new breed of social entre- 
preneur has helped turnaround 
some of the most disadvan- 
taged neighbourhoods in 
Britain, as independent chari- 
ty said yesterday. Their dy- 
namic, . community-based 
organisations add to the cre- 
ation of wealth in local neigh- 
bourhoods and should play a 
“central role” in regenerating 
disadvantagedinner cities. The 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
is calling for 18 disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods to be given 
the opportunity to set up a 
“community sect or” alongside 
government and private sector 
initiatives. 

The foundation’s report. 
Staying the Course, finds that 20 
pioneering organisations have 
not only improved the quality 
of life in their co mmuni ty, but ' 
have added to local wealth cre- 
ation by a new breed known as 
“the social entre p re n e u r" — in- 
dividuals who are skilled at de- 
veloping local partnerships, 


i table and European funding. 

Such non-profit making or- 
ganisations include housing as- 
sociations, community develop- 
ment trusts ami drnr^ 
and have introduced a wide 
range of work programmes and 
advice.. Some organisations 
have remained firmly in their 
home neighbourhood, while 
others have sought European 
funding and two Northern Ire- 
land trusts have established 
links with North America. 

Success stories include Miles 


Glenda Cooper v 

reports pnttie; work 
of the new breed of 
co m muri'rty- ba sed 
social entrepreneurs 

Platting Community Enter- 
prists in Manchester which is 
taking over die £12m redevel- 
opment of Hi© derelict Victoria 
M3I to providewadumace, com- 
munity facilities ana over 100 
homes. -Ih June, the Aston- 
based Bmningham Settlement 
laimcbeda community bank to 
lend toanall business and com- 
munity based enterprises. 

Ch iTmninjj ly T in Ira in T -nnrjnn 

says it increases the disposable 
income of some of the poorest 
people in London by f3m a year 
by giving them effective bene- 
fit advice. In Londonderry, the 
Inner CSty Trust has redevel- 
oped derrhet sites within the old 
city walls to provide shops, of- 
fices, a craft vflfage, a youth hos- 
tel, heritage centre and museum 
so far. Flans, are also underway 
for a hotel and afausic centre. 

Stephen Thakc, the report’s 
author, said that 18 pilot 
schemes could be set up rapid- 
ly if the Urban Forum, the Na- 
tional Council of Voluntary 
Organisations, and local au- 
thority associations were 
brought together. He argued 
that extra money would not be 
required because grants could 
beaflocatedfoomdieSnigie Re- 
generation Budget, which pulls 
together urban funding from 


GLENDA COOPER 

When Community Links in 
Canning Tbwn was set up 18 
years ago, it operated out of a 
lock-up shop and helped chil- 
dren and young people. 

• Now DavidRobinson, itsdx- 
rector, estimates the organisa- 
tion uses 50 different premises 
and has increased the income 
of some of the poorest people 
in Newham by wm a year in to- 
tal, by advising them on bene- 
fits to which they were entitled. 

Its great strength, he says, is 
that 80 per cent of volunteers 
have come along first as users. 
The volunteers - over 300 of 
them, supported by 30 paid 
staff - range from the unem- 
ployed who give up their time, 
to those working who spare a 
couple of hours in the evening. 
And il works, he feels, because 

pG ^n^Sty Links now runs 
parent and toddler groups, toy 






after-school dubs, youth dims 
and holiday play schemes. It 
runs a “street corner to em- 
ployment" centre- for young 
people and money advice ser- 
vices for adults. Its own running 
costs are three-quarters of a mil- 
lion pounds a year. 

“It’s all based on the way in 
which we began, which is that 
there had to be a better way to 
solve local problems in what is 
the most deprived borough in 

Ibe country, Mr Robinson, 36, 

said. “There is a vety strong 
commitment to do things our- 
selves based on training, sup- 
porting, enabting." 

One of the most successful 
projects so far is the advice 
given to residents on d awn in g 
benefits. “Many people come 
into our advice sessions not 
riwiming the benefit they are en- 


David Robinsore. 'Helplng 
people regain self respect* 

titled to because they are not fa- 
miliar with the written lan- 
guage or even spoken English. 

“It may be that the elderly 

were getting what they were en- 
titled to when they first became 
pensioners but subsequently 
the rules changed and they 
didn’t know.” Mr Robinson 
said. 

“It’s important even if it’s just 
£2 a week but if you're on the 
breadline it’s significant-” 

The organisation also does a 
lot with difficult children, par- 
ticularly older ones who play 
truant from school or have 
been excluded. “It takes a va- 
riety of particular forms - play 
schemes, holidays away, youth 
groups." 

“People in the past have 


charity — Now this is the first 


themselves. It’s the first step to- 

ing ytwr^se^ esteem. These 
people often can’t do much 
about their lives but this is 
something they can do for 
someone else." ' 


Landowners call 
for rare bird curb 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Rare birds of prey, hiriuding fal- 
cons, bu z zards, and hen hom- 
ers, should be culled to arrest 
the sharp decline in stocks of 
grouse and . other moorland 
birds, Scottish landowners said 


The Scottish Landowners' 
Federation (SLF) called on the 
Government to relax the pro- 
visions of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Ad to allow game- 
keepers to shoot raptors, whit* 
are currently a protected 
species. The federation, whose 
4,000 members own around 
3m hectares of the Highlands, 
argues, that measures to protect 
birds of raw have proved too 


Rapiomarc now atsnoymg 
moonand birds, including 
plovers and lapwings* lairds 


Haim. The decline in grouse 
stocks has been particularly 
rapid, threatening to wipe out 
the £20m-a-year shooting 
industry. 

Graeme Gordon, the head of 
the SLR told an environmental 
conference in Peith yesterday 
that the rising number of birds 
bf prey had upset the balance 
of nature. Mr Gordon is confi- 
• dent the SLFwfll persuade the 
Government to change the law. 
The federation has begun lob- 
bying through the Department 
or the Environment’s Raptor 
. Wading Group, which was set' 
up earlier this year. 

But officials at the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds deny raptors are to blame 
for the reduction in moorland 
bird stocks. Instead, they point 

to poor land management, in 
particular, the widespread de- 
struction of heather moorland. 


five go v ernment departments. 

"For change to become per- 
manent wi thin a neighbour- 
hood there has to be a 
continuous investment m im- , 
prm^foeweIJ-bcing,^QBsaiKi 
quahty of life. That makes it vi- 
tal that regeneration pro- 
grammes are designed it} ways 
that will ensure them survival ben 
yond the initial flurry of activ- 
ity. Community regeneration 
or g anis ations that are account- 
able to local people can play a . 
central foie in ensuring that the ■ 
task of social, economic and 
physical improvements is sus- 
tained,” Mr Thake said. 

David Liston- Jones, for the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment, said the Government 
welcomed tbe report, but ques- ! 
tioos regarding the way inwhfcfar 1 
such a partnership would op- 
erate still had to be considered. 



Jubilee Jig; Members of a dance group rehearse at the October Gallery ai central London for Silver Jubilee celebrations to marie 25 years of the 
Tflbetan community's presence in Britain. The three-day festival which features dance, music and song, begins today Photojjaph: Nicholas Turpin 





Our frequent flyer programme 

can ,take you to 
places we don’t even fly. 


£3]*11 2 5 ,000 see more 0 f flj e wor itL Because you can redeem Advantage 

Bonus Miles On „ kl . 

^ _ miles for travel on British Airways, British Midland, Japan 

U.S. Flights 

Airlines and South African Airways. To join Advantage or find 

when you fly First or Business Class out more, call American Airlines on 0345 567 567. For reser- 

nonstop return from London 

to New York, Chicago or Boston! various caUyour navel agent or American Airlines on 0181 

For information, call American on 572 555g or og4g 789 789 (outside London). For holiday 

0345 567 567 . 

packages, call American Airlines Holidays on 0181 577 9 966. 

To find out more about American Airlines on the Internet, 
visit our web site at http://www.amrcorp.com/AA 

AmericanAiriines* 

Something special in the air. 

American Airlines and Advantage are registered trademarks of American Airlines, Inc. American Airlines reserves the right to change AAdvanuge programme rules, regulations, 
travel awards and special offers without notice, and to end the AAdvantage programme with six months notice. Cl 995 American Airlines. All rights reserved. '25,000 bonus miles will be awarded to 
AAdvanuge members who fly nonstop return from London to New York, Chicago or Boston on a full-fare First or Business Class ticket between 27 September and 31 December 1995. 

- To be eligible, members must register by calling American. Only one 25,000 mile bonus can be earned per member. 


w* the Advantage 6 Travel Awards Programme 


you can 


When you fly First or Business Class 
nonstop return from London 
to New York, Chicago or Boston! 
For information, call American on 
0345 567 567 . 
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Plan ijour new business on computer with NatWest and Microsoft. 


To help you get your business off the ground we've taken 
the planning elements of our Business Stort-Up Guide ond put 
them on a free disk, so now' you can develop uour business plan, 


budgets and cashflow on computer. For more information and 
details of special offers, call us on 0300 777 888 or speak to 
the Smail Business Adviser in your IocgI high street branch. 


A NatWest 

More than just q bank 
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Once it rocked to The Beatles, 
Morrison 'and David 
Bowie. Punk fens rioted when 
The Gash appeared there in 
1977. Four years earlier, 6,000 
went on the rampage when 
they couldn’t get tickets for 
The Osmonds. 

Now, one of London’s most 
famous rock venues, The Rain- 
bow, will reverberate to little 
more than the sound of prayer 
and the chorus of confessional. 

The Rainbow, once known as 
The Astoria, has been sold to 
a myst erious Brazilian religious 
org anis a t ion known as the Uni- 
versal Church of the Kingdom 
of God (UCKG). 

Last October, property com- 
pany Prior Kirsehel Properties 
bought the theatre— in F nwfr tny 
Park, north London- with the 
intention of returning it to its 
rock *n* roll status. 

Instead of selling to a music 
promoter, as PKP had hoped, 
it was bought by the Brazilian 
church for £235 na. 

one chiu^feBrita^^^^ 
ton, south London. No one in 
this corntry has authority in talk- 
on its behalf.' Rena to Cordoso, 
a pastor at the church, said: 
“There isn't anybody in this 
country Who has the authorisa- 
tion to give out information 
about the church.” 

Asked for the name of any- 
one abroad who could give in- 
formation, Mr Cordoso said: U 1 
am not able to teD you that,” 
The UCKG is known to be in- 
terested in broadening its 
British base. In June, it bida re- 
ported £4.5m for the Brixton 
Academy, where the Rolling 


Silence drawn over£2;3m purchase that helps Brazilian organisation expand in Britain. John McKie reports 



Congregation at Universal 


Stones closed tbeir Voodoo 
Lounge tour. Instead it was 
bought two weeks ago by the 
leisure company Break For The 
Bonier whim owns restaurants, 
bars and the Shepherds Bush 
Empire, which has recently 
hosted acts such as filar and 
Elvis Costello. The UK£Xj then 
turned, its attentions to The 
Rainbow, which it secured last' 


hi Brixton, The Rainbow (centre) r and Vra Morrison (right), who appeared at the venue during its heyday 


week. The theatre, which dosed 
as -an entertainment venue in 
1981, is camaitly boarded up 
and needs considerable refur- 
bishment. Laurence KizscheL a 
PKP director, said the compa- 
ny felt no qualms about ac- 
cepting the . bid from the 
little-known organisation. 

He said: “It would have been 
nice to have seen the buflduig 


open as a rock venide, but there 
were costs to be maintained. Wfe 
accepted the church's bid ahead 
of a couple of other bids be- 
cause their references were 
better. They have liases in 25 
different countries I know of 
and the people they worked 
with had nothing but good to say 
about them.” 

The church’s only UK rep- 


resentative is Gavin Brent, who 
acted as its agent in the deals 
at Boston and Finsbury Park. 
The UKCG has barred him 
from talking to the press. 

He would only say: “I am in- 
volved with them but I have 
been instructed by them not to 
discuss matters with the press.” 

Pastor Renato Cordoso 
would only say: “We have our 


reasons for that” The main rea- 
son might be “Bishop” Edir 
Macedo. He is head of the 
Universal Church and one of 
Brazil’s media, magnates. He 
founded the UCKG in the slum 
areas of Rio de Janeiro, re- 
portedly buying the Church's 
headquarters from undertakers. 
Now he owns two of Brazil’s 
biggest-selling newspapers, a 


Main photograph: Jane Baker 


television network and 30 radio 
stations in the country. Five MPS 
in India’s congress arc UCKG 
supporters. 

The national newspaper/oKr- 
nel de Brazil has reported that 
the UCKG now reaches 46 
countries. It has its strongest fol- 
lowing in Brazil, and the paper 
reported its annual worldwide 
turnover as $8m Brazilian dol- 


venue 


lars (£53m). The Journal has di- 
ed South Africa, Uganda, 
Malawi, the US, Mexico 
France and Italy as UCKG 
bases, with Britain the 
stop. Its members are reported 
to pay 10 per cent of all their 
earnings to the Church - Brazil- 
ian newspaper reports have 
suggested that the Church reg- 
ularly checks this payment. 

Macedo was prosecuted in 
1992 and jailed briefly. He left 
Brazil last year and reported 
sightings have since been tnp dp 
in Miami, Cape Tbwn and 
Lisbon. 

Ligia Lima, spokeswoman 
for the Brazilian government, 
confirmed: “He has been pros- 
ecuted by the federal tax system 
in 1992 and was jailed for two 

weeks, maximum. He’s very fa- 
mous and followed by a legion 
of admirers. He is believed to 
be in the US and the prosecu- 
tions are continuing. It’s a very 
delicate matter.” 

Macedo must be hoping for 
an easier time in Britain. At the 
UCKG meeting 1 attended in 
Brixton, a congregation of 20, 
with only three males, was ex- 
horted in loud prayer by the pas- 
tor to purge themselves of 

Seans Christ. " 

A collection was held but no- 
one was obliged to give money. 
It holds three services on Mon- 
day to Friday, four on Saturdays 
plus two eveiy Sunday. 

fo Hnsbuiy Baric, an Aqglkan 
priest, Nigel Hartley said: “I dis- 
like the secrecy. It’s wrong to of- 
fer people a deluded kmd of 

a sboreteim fit" 


Risk to men 
shown in 
suicide rates 


UZmiNT 
Health Editor 

i ■ . . 

There have been significant 
risek in the suicide rates for men 
in Britain and the Irish Re- 
pub&v according to the fist Eu- 
rope-wide survey of suicide. 

-In Spain, ho wever , it is the 
rise In suiride by women that is 


the Europ<&n v Umoft ~an? m 
Denmark - afihost three times 
that of the UK and 25 times 
higher than the deafotoUdfrom 
road aeddwfs. Greece hasrfey 
fir the toratbn*erof«riddes 
at just undjsr 4 per 100,000 of 
pqpulation,folkiwed by Spain at 
73 and Italy at 7.6, although lev- 
els are rising in these countries. 

The report, by Befriemlerelii- 

tenritkmal^ the international 
arm &- the Samaritans, also 


taxy young male” who cannot 


Suicide rate 

•-. ; y v • -S’7 



communicate his distress ex- 
cept via his computi^-E^ 
cent of contacts to the Samari- 
tans service on the Internet are 
about sakidal feelings: ■ 
\fanna Scott, director gener- 
al of Befrienderslntemational, 
warned Thai suidde was a ma- 
jor avoidable rcause of death, 
claiming the lives of 43,822 
mem- 

>r isjltper 1^890- . 

• ; Fw^than half of the coun- 
tries surveyed had a national 
goby on swade and there is no 
EXJ suicide prevention policy. 
Suidde prevention services are 
xninim&f ok fragmenfedmmauy 
countries, and education isalso 
lacking. “Unless you inform 
people oftife risk of suicide peo- 
ple are not going to be able to 
talk about it and express their 
fears,” Ms Scott said 
- Ms Scott said that the Com- 
paratively low rates in some 
southern European countries 
may be dne to a strong Catholic 
tradition in which srndde is a 
taboo subject “But the extend- 
ed family is still in place in 
many of these countries,” Ms 
Scott added. “Where you have 
an integrated system yon tend to 
have support for the mdiwiduaL” 
In Denmark, where the sui- 
dde rate is significantly lower 
than it was a few years ago, there 
is no obvious oqplanaJiaa for the 
alarming number of deaths. 

The report rccomramds that 
suicide' is given a higher prior- 
-ity bgrEU states, which Mould 
develop national policies with 
investment in publicising aware- 
ness and prevention services. 
C\So^<^SidciiePrever^nw^ 
intheEuropeunConmujnity, price 
£15 from Befrienders Interna- 
ticcal, 23 Efysiim Gate, 126 New 
- Kings Road, London SW6 4LA. 
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A stolen child 

By John Burnside 

Afy father would say . 

/ belonged tt> someone else: - 

the fames had come in die night, house , 

with spelts, and the inouserWveRdfhemtQfx* , ." 

.And 1 would so out at dude 
\ totkeeike ^iheworidi . .. 

in the SMdnuning barley . 

andset^chh^i^ihepahceofdtef^S 

Who mfefer be disguised as a tramp, in <m old black edat, 
mk* and hedechozs in the weeds 


games for the cold to enjoy. 


Oq 


^^luldflhofthe 3Mi, 

^for tbe TS. Eliot Prize and m ; 19 W hftwraLfie 
f.-ftber Memorial Ain • retopntioa. 
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► 8Mb RAM, 528Mb hard disk 
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►Software: Windows 95,* 
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Model: Multimedia 902S 
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486DX2 66MH* processor. 

8Mb RAM, 540Mb hard tfisk. 

Quad speed CD-ROM, mj 

stereo soundcard & speakers. *4 
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75MHz Power PC 603 processor. 

8Mb RAM. SOOMb hard disk. 
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Pentium P75 processor. 8Mb RAM, 
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Quad speed CD-ROM drive, 
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Pentium 100MHz processor. 
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486DX2 50MH* processor. 
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9J" colour TFT display. 
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Gonzalez loses 

vote on budget 


Madrid (AP) - Felipe Gonza- 
lez insisted yesterday be would 
not caD elections until next 
spring, minutes after opposition 
parties voted down his govern- 
ment's proposed 19 96 budget 
“You have to know how to win 
and lose a parliamentary mo- 
tion,” Mr Gonzalez told re- 
porters after parliament rejected 
tbe minority So cialis t govern- 
ment’s budget by 183 votes to 
158 with one abstention in the 
350-seat lower house. Only the 
Socialists voted in favour. 

, Responding to his Gist par- 
Kam entaiy defeat since he took 
office 13 years ago, the Prime 
Minister indicated his govern- 
ment would continue trying to 
pass legislation and remain in 
office through Spain’s presi- 
dency of the European Union 
which ends on 31 December. “I 
think there is a majority to 
pass pending legislation," he 
said after hs former allies of the 
Catalan nationalist coalition 
joined the conservative Popular 
Party (PP) to defeat the budget 
The vote was an indication of 
just bow far Mr Gonzalez’s 
star has fallen since tbe Social- 
ists swept into office in 1982 with 


more than 40 per cent of the 
vote. Opinion polls indicate 
that a wave of scandals has 
made deep inroads m his cxe<f 
Miry and that the PP would win 
if elections were held now. 

Opposition parties had an- 
nounced they woukJ reject die 
budget as a symbolic vote of no 
confidence in order to force Mr 
Gonzalez to dissolve parlia- 
ment and call immediate eady 
elections. 

This is not the time for 
working on and debating bud- 
get proposals, but rather for 
clarifying electoral [issues], 0 
said Joaquim Motins, spokes- 
man for the Catalan Conver- 
gence and Union coalition 
which had. backed tbe Socialists' 
minority gover nm ent from June 
1993 until September- But Mr 
Gonzalez, who has insisted 
since last July be would call not 
call elections until next March, 
a year ahead of schedule, reit- 
erated that he would stick to 
that timetable. 

The PP leader, Jose Maria 
Aznar, said that the govern- 
ment's credibility has been 
thrown into question by the 
budget defeat But the Finance 


Minister, Pedro Sdbes, coun- 
tered that the opposition might 
to call for a vote of no confi- 
dence rather than subject the 
nation’s economy to “unneces- 
sary uncertainty*. 

Mr Solbes said that if the bud- 
get were defeated, the 1995 bud- 
get would automatically be 
extended to next year. 

Parliament and the Spanish 
media have spent most of their 
time once last spring focused on 
scandals involvnig Socialist Par- 
ty officials and appointees. 

A former interior 
and 13 former law o fficials 
have been implicated through 
judicial investigations in tbe 
GAL (Armed Liberation 
Group) death squads case. The 
GAL killed 29 people in south- 
ern France between 1983 and 
1987 in a campaign against the 
Basque separatist group ETA 

Other scandals lave involved 
a former Socialist Party finance 
chief charged with illegal cam- 
paign financing, a former Civ- 
il Guard general accused of 
amassing a fortune through 
embezzlement, and a former 
Bank of Spain governor 

charged with insider trading. 



Making their point: Farmers btrild a pyramid of fruits and vege tab les in Paris as part 
of a protest against growers' economic woes Photograph: Lionel CiromeaiVAP 
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Worked it out yet? 

If your heart's beating faster, adrenalin is 
coursing through your body and you’re 
breaking into a sweat, you must have just 
worked out you can get the extra muscle of 
the 2.0 litre Mondeo LX for the same price as 
its sparring partner. 

Mid-range acceleration is trimmed down from 
9.6 seconds, to a healthier 7.4 seconds. You 
won't believe all those reserves of power, with 
the control to help yo.u get out of trouble, 
should you need to. 

So, work that body down to your Ford 
showroom and gain more muscle without 
shedding extra pounds. 

For more information, call 0800 111 222. 



Mondeo. It makes all the difference. 


■Vehicles shows ha»e aplional metallic point at additional cost. Hid range acceleration based on 30-50 mph range In 4th gear. Price refers to manufacturer's recommended retail price, pirns £605 an tbe road costs of delivery to the dealer, 
12 months road fund licence, and estimated costs of feel and number elates. Price anolies to manual Mondeo 1.6 and 2.0 4/5 door LX's built from 1/10/91 Manual Mondeo 1.6LX. L8LX aod-2.0LX Estates. £14.890 oa tbv road. 


Mujahedin 
threats ‘disturb’ 
UN in Bosnia 

British soldiers have been targeted by 
extremists, says Christopher Bellamy 


The United Nations said yes- 
terday it was “extzemejy dis- 
turbed* about threats to British 

soktieis and aid workers fol- 
lowing the shooting of a Mus- 
lim soldier by a British 
peace-keeper. But UN sources 
denied there was an organised 
“vendetta” against British per- 
sonnel in central Bomia, as 
the British Defence Secretary, 
Michael Portillo, had told Par- 
liament on TUesday 

The UN spokesman, Chris 

Guoness, said the UN win “bold 
tbe Bosnian government re- 
sponsible for threats or action 
a gamy * British personnel". 

British army patrols have 
been strengthened as a pre- 
caution and British drivers have 
been stopped from taking part 
in UN convoys, said Lieutenant 
Colonel Chris Vernon, tbe UN 
spokesman in Sarajevo. 

As ffie ceasefire in Bosnia 
takes hold, all three factions 
have moved battle-weary units 
from the front Hse. On the 
Bosnian government side, these 
include extreme Muslim Muja- 
hedin from other Islamic coun- 
tries. 

Their appearance in areas 
away from the front has pat the 
UN peace-keeping forces on 
their guard ana led to tension 
between the UN and Muslim, 
forces in the past three weeks. 

The Bosnian government 
army has continued to restrict 
UN’s freedom of movement, 
even when the UN is trying to 
attend meetings with Bosnian 
commanders to discuss the 
ceasefire. However, military 
sources said recent incidents in- 
volving Mujahedin are proba- 
bfy the wcnx(ri individuals who 
have been pulled out of the 
front line after being used as 
shock troops. 

The UN has been negotiat- 
ing with the Bosnian forces’ 
oommanders to get them to fry 
anrf control the extreme Muja- 
hedin element. 

One group, which is esti- 
mated to namber between 800 
and 1,500 Mujahedin, is based 
in a factory in the village of Fo- 
bnjezja, near Zenka, in the 
M uslim heartland of central 
Bosnia. The number 
hedin has increased 
probably owing to die recruit- 
ment ofbitter, vengeful soldiers 
who were displaced from the 
former Muslim enclaves of 
Srebrenica and Zepa. 


“They’re not given a desig- 
nation as such ‘1st Mujahedin 
battalion’ or anything life that", 

a UN officer said yesterday. 

‘They’re not exclusively for- 
eign. They have people from 
fanner Yugoslavia ana from ex- 
ternal Muslim states*. 

Mujahedin have been sent to 
die front line in small groups 
and used as storm troopers in 
the most dangerous missions. 

When they return to areas pop- 
ulated by less orthodox Bosn- 
ian Muslims, they sometimes 
cause trouble. In Zentca, Mu- 
jahedin recently kidnapped, a 
baby in a pram because they dis- 
approved of the baby’s Bosnian 
Muslim mother wearing a short 
skirt, and refused to release it 
until she dressed in traditional 
Muslim garb. 

The Mujahedin, therefore, 
are unpopular with local Mus- 
lims and with the Bosnian gov- 
ernment, but their prowess as 

shock troops means they are tol- 
erated- Tto years ago the Bosn- 
ian government command in 
the Vitez area, near Zenka, 
asked the British battalion to 
wipe out a group of about 40, 
but foe British said that was out- 
side their UN mandate. 

Warnings of a possible 
“vendetta* followed an incident 

cm 5 October when a British UN 

soldier shot and (rifled a Bosn- 
ian soldier in Donji Vakuf, 
which the Bosnians had re- 
cently captured from the Serbs. 
The British Army said he had 
fired in self defence. 

On JO October a vehicle car- 
rying four UN military ob- 
servers was ambushed between 
fiugojno and Novi Travnik, 
apparently by Mujahedin. 
Three of the four UN observers 
were from Muslim states. 

On 22 October a Norwegian 


__ near Tfczia, The Muja- 

i asked if they were British, 

but an being told they were Nor- 
wegian, let them go. 
■Washington — The presi- 
dents of Bosnia, Serbia and 
Croatia will meet with foe Russ- 
tan President, Boris Yeltsin, in 
Moscow next Tuesday, delaying 
by a day the start of US-Led 
peace talks, it was announced 
yesterday, AP reports. The 
announcement, made first by 
US officials in Washington, re- 
flects US and Russian efforts to 
work together on any settlement 
of the Bosiian peace plan. 


Diarist withdraws 
‘embarrassing* tales 
of European politics 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Ritt Bjerregaard, the Danish 
European Commissioner, ad- 
mitted yesterday that it would 
be unfair and wrong topublish 
her controversial drarifis, and 
announced that she Wild be 
withdrawing the book. 

The dedaoawifl avert a ma- 
jor scandal within the Com- 
mission, which has been 
angered by the wilful behaviour 
of Ms Bjeiregaard and by the 
deepty embarrassing nature of 
some of her revelations. The di- 
aries indude criticisms of many 
European leaders and chatter 
iodiscreetiy about the weari- 
some nature of EU politicking. 

Jacques Santer, the Com- 
mission President, has no pow- 
er to sack Mb Bjerregaard. 
Anxious that tbe revelations 
would trfvialise the workings of 
foe Commission and under- 
mine its authority, he pressed 
her to soap the book. 

A spokesman for Mr Santer 
said yesterday: ‘The President 
of the Commission is very 
pleased ... He thinks it is a wise 
decision that will allow the 
Commission to really concen- 
trate on its tasks at hand.” The 
statement was a dear message 
to Ms Bjerregaard that she 
should get on with her job as 
environment commissioner, 
rather than spend tbe time tm- 
dernrining her colleagues. In 


most overshadowed the debate 
in Strasbourg on Thesday over 
French nudear tests. The Com- 
missioner, responsible for nu- 
dear safety, was clearly taken 
abaci by the publicity, and by 
speculation on how much mon- 
ey she stood to earn from 
publishing foe diaries. 



Contrite: Ritt Bjerregaard 
said friends felt ‘deceived’ 

The extracts published so 
for have caused a flurry of irri- 
tation in a number of high 
places. Helmut Kohl, the Ger- 
man Chancellor, is accused of 
“not paying aity attention at all” 
in meetings. President Jacques 
Chirac is descril jed in dismissive 
terms by Ms Bjerregaard as a 
man who “gave a very bad im- 
pression ... I don't even think 
Mr Chirac will grow in stature 
with his post.”. 


line on environment issues, 
there has been strong criticism 
of Ms Bjerregaard, who has 
been accused of damaging the 
country's reputation in Europe. 

A contrite Ms Bjerregaard 
said yesterday: “Good friends 
have felt abused and deceived, 
and colleagues with whom Ire- 
late well in work have felt that 
I was overstepping some hunts. 
This I regret very much.” Just 
two days ag5 Ms Bjerregaard in- 
sisted that her revelations were 
meant to be “friendly" and 
were intended to inform the 
public about European politi- 
cal Bfei But pribKaty given to the 
book was so intense that it al- 
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French 

board 

protest 

ship in 
Brindisi 

Brindisi (AR Reuter) — French 
commandos boarded a Green- 
peace ship yesterday after anti- 
nuclear activists from the group 
tiied to block a French warship 
in Brindisi harbour. 

Hie AJtair, flying the Dutch 
flag, entered the harbour with 
four inflatable vessels to try to 
keep the destroyer Dupleix in 
port. Activists painted “Stop nu- 
clear tests" on the side of the 
Dupleix and chained themselves 
to the moorings of the ship, 
which was in Brindisi for Nato 
exercises. 

Giuseppe Onufrio, a Green- 
peace activist on board the Al- 
tair, said: “French co mmando s 
... boarded our boat, broke the 
glass of the windows in the 
bridge and threw in six tear-gas 
grenades. The French have 
committed an act of war in Ital- 
ian waters.* 

Witnesses said the aew of the 
Allot seamed to lose control of 
the ship for about 10 minutes 
after the commandos boarded. 
The oon mandos had axes and 
forced tl e Greenpeace crew to 
abandoi ship. 

Sailor on the Dupleix used 
water caimon to swamp the in- 
flatable; and flood thcAltairs 
engine-room. The French then 
started the engines of the aban- 


against tie dockside. The.. 
fair's reader was damage* 
Greenpeace said. Some Italian 
MPs askjd for an investigation 
of the Fench retaliation. 

The i/hor was commanded 
by an Eiglishman, Dave Enev- 
er, whi was attested in July 
when h command of Rainbow 
Wairtrll when she was board- 
ed by .Tench commandos near 
the mdear test ate at Muiuroa. 

Cartain Enever. from Frin- 
ton, Essex, said: “I couldn't 
betiffe that in an Italian port an- 
other member of the EU could 
do omething like that. They 
thrw tear-gas. grenades, 
smished windows and poured 
tois of water down the funnel 
aid into the engine-room. 
Tfere’s so much water between 
deks you get a free shower 
eery time you move.” Capt Ea- 
ger said the commandos ware 
tiering their hard-man act". 

- “While we were off the 
iridge they put the engines 
mo reverse and the shfo almost 
demolished an Italian Customs 
boat before she hit the dock. 
We are holed above the water- 
line and we won’t be safling any- 
where until repairs are carried 
out" 

TWo other Britons on board 
thoAItair yesterday were named 
as Geoff Sheldon and Elizabeth 
Blake. Greenpeace organised 
protests against France after it 
decided to resume nudear test- 
ing in the South Pacific. 


Kohl 


imrekaracs 

Bonn 

With his image abroad in tatters 
and tile national ia menfy nn-«hi»- 
slide. President Jacques Chirac 
of France flew into Bona, last 
night for a hastily arranged 
t£te-&-t£te with, the wan re- 
garded as the most important 
politician in Europe.- Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl. . 

Presented as a routine oQ 

change for the Franco-German 

axis, the visit none -the less lad 
the appearance of a full-blown 
salvage operation. The German 
government is visibly irritated 
with the inaiBfwaous start to the 
Chirac presidency, particularly 
with Mr Chirac’s future to de- 


' -T' ■■"•V . . 



French link alive 


Econonrics. Mmistor, Outer 
septic. Mr Rexrodr 



liver on his election promise to 
cut the budget deficit ' 

The issue goes tothe heart of 
European integration, Mr 
Kohl s cherished project. 
France and Germany will drive 
next year’s European Ibter- 
Govenunental Conference 
(IGC) and a weak and isolated 
France would reduce Ger- 
many’s leverage, threatening 
to bring the entire process to a 
halt. On most issues that is un- 
likely, but there are signs of near 
panic in Germany that the flag- 


I995F>. a statement hd was 
forced to retract later. 

Equity confused is the atti- 
tude of tiK gnomes <rf Frankfort.' 
The Bundesbank, custodian of 
the unshrinkm^Dentsdunark, 
masts there cm be no currency 
unkmwi thorn strict adherence 
to the conveigenrecriteria. But 
the country’s six most influen- 
tial economic institutes 
a jomt report on Tb/esd^y that 
monetary unirih .shojad' go 
ahead regardless, so tost Ger- 
man « ' 

from a 




Chirac: Bonn irritated with 
inauspicious presidency 

ship of mtegration, monetary 
union by 1999, is in danger of 
being sunk by France. 

So far only two countries, 
Germany and Luxembourg, 
have met the economic criteria 
laid down by the Maastricht 
treaty. France danns to be m the 
process of cutting Its annual 
deficit to the required 3 per cent 
of gross national product, but the 
Germans frankly do not believe 
this. All they see is that Presi- 
derit Chirac has already lost one 
promising finance minister, and 
the Reach economy has slipped 
thejownmentteosh. 

'Tbs dawning^ realisation of 
the scale of the French problem 
has splintered tiie monolith of 
offiaal German opinion. “Only 
those who show the wiU and the 
ability to hold to long-term sta- 
bility-oriented policy will pass 
the tests required by the Maas- 
tricht treaty " Mr Kohl thun- 
dered earlier this week. “The 
European currency therefore 
will be as solid as the mark." 

But some erf his ministers 
openly disagree. Apart from 
Tneo Wrigel, the Finance Min- 
ister who was first to pride this 
bubble of complacency, the 


/Whoever KfrKohljfcte^s to, 
the ultimate fate of . monetary 
union' rests with President 
Chirac, -a situation which the im- 
perious German leader must 
find frustrating, ft is radjprlike 
the position Bormans been 
bounced into by the Rpjfh riu- 
dear tests, As Mr .Qgafc dis- 
covcrcd vesteidav^whCTiiewas 
greeted 
me" “ 
bance 

ship. Paris ’s offer to allow 
countries to shelter under the 
French nuclear umbrella merely 
added insult to injury. 

Beside their revulsion at the 
French actions, Germans sus- 
pect that France is frying to 
drive a wedge between Eu- 
rope’s fledgling security insti- 
tutions and the US-led Nato. 
The offer of a time-share in the 
force defrappe was politely but 
firmly rejected. “Germany will 
do anything to avoid the United 
States disengaging from the 
defence of Europe," says a 
German foreign policy expert 

But despite that disagree- 
ment, security is an issue on 
which the two countries have 
been able to find common 
ground. Last week, Bonn ten- 
tatively agreed to pay some of 
the costs of the French spy 
satellite Helios-2, another de- 
vice dearfy intended by Ranee 
to sideline the US. And now 
that German troops are on 
their way to the former Yu- 
goslavia, mflfraiy co-operation 
between Bonn and Pans win at 
last move beyond the purely 
symbolic. 

The two countries have also 
made some progress in recent 
wee k s^v er th e vexed question 
of the reform of Europe's po- 
litical institutions. A flurry of 
tops between Paris and Bonn 
has produced new initiatives, to 
be presented jointly at next 
year’s IGC. But here, too, dis- 
agreements remain. On key 
questions, such as the eastward 
enlargement of the European 
Union, the gap remains wide. 

And on the fundamental 
question of the ElTs future, 
German suspicions are hard to 
dispel. Germany is yet to be conr 
vinced that France is wiDiog to 
surrender sovereignty to a Eu- 
rope-wide body which Bonn 
hopes will one day become the 
gcwemmentofafiMJeralEanye. 



View from the bridge: Greenpeace marks President Chirac's visit to Bonn with a protest against nuclear tests Photograph: Uili Michel/Reuter 
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FREE IN-CAR CHARGER 
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p- UNBEATABLE PRICES ON A FULL RANGE OF PHONES. 


p- FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 3 WORKING DAYS. ' 


P- 14-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. 


B uying a phone, over the phone, is easy when you call 
Mobiles Direct ■ 

Expert advice from our friendly staff will help you choose the 
phone that’s perfect for your needs, not just your pocket 
From a range that despite being low in price, is high 
in quality. 

And as you'd expect from an established 
company that has won countless industry awards, 
we always deliver. 
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Instant Access 

030% 

34>5% 

005% 

3u05% 

aBo% 

4.10% 

Halifax 

Liquid Gold 

000% 

3A5% 

3L45% 

3A5M> 

aa5% 

435% 


All interest rates quoted are gross.* 


The idea behind our Flexible Savings Account is simple. We offer better interest rates 
with instant access to your money, whether you’ve got as little as £l, or as much as 
£ 50,000 . If all that sounds like a top notch idea, to you, call into your local TSB branch . 
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Doubts mar joy as Israelis quit town 


eric silver 
Jenin 


Yasser Arafat's portrait beams 
in techmcolour t riump h from 
the top of a pillar in die main 
street of Jenm, the first of the 
six West Rank towns Israeli 
forces will evacuate over the 
next two months. The Arabic 


Jenin, tomorrow Jerusalem!' 

The pull-out began yesterday, 
but will not be completed for 
three weeks. Israeli police with- 
drew from the main police sta- 
tion, although' a handful of 
soldiers remained behind. 

_ A five-man Palestinian police 
liaison team arrived from Jeri- 
cho and joined Israeli officers 
at a new District Co-ordinating 
Office on a caravan she at the 
entrance to the town. But the 
Palestinian police are not yet 
patrolling Je nin. 

The brad-over will be phased 

and monitored. Neither ade can 
afford to let it go wrong. But 
Jenin, a hill town of 44,000 Arab 
inhabitants at the far northern 
endoftiie WesBank^ola^ge^ 
»fee^s like occupied territory. 
The shame of 28 years of Israeli 
military rule has evaporated. 

The black-, white-, red-and- 
green Palestinian flag, which 
was once a symbol of defiance 
that could land you in jail or in 
hospital, is flying everywhere. 
Shopkeepers have strung ban- 
ners across the streets wel- 
coming Mr Arafat and his 
Palestinian National Authority. 

Tfcla] Assad, 32, a postal clerk, 
estimated that 90 per cent of the 
townspeople supported the 
PLO leader. An opinion poll 
earlier this month found more 
than 70 per cent of West Bank 
and Gaza Palestinians endorsed 
the peace process. 

Chi the eve of the Jenin pull- 
back, householders painted 
over the graffiti of the seven- 
year Intifada uprising. Yester- 


day, local authority workers 
were sprucing up the graves of 
45 Iraqi soldiers killed in the 
1948 Arab- Israeli war, who are 
buried in a military cemetery 
nett to the co-ordinating office. 
Outside, lest anyone should 
forget, a crippled Jordanian 
tank, vintage 1967, stands beside 
a memorial to the Israeli troops 
who were killed during the Stx- 
Day War that year. 



Ali Hamad, 23, an unem- 
ployed labourer, spent two 
years in an Israeli jail for secu- 
rity offences. "I feel very hap- 
py'’, he said in impeccable 
Hebrew. “Today we are seeing 
the fruits of everything that we 
(fid during the Intifada.” 

But behind the facade of joy, 
the Palestinians in the street are 
waiting for answers. “If there is 
peace, why are some of our peo- 
ple stffl behind bars?" asked an- 
other prison graduate who 
would identified hrms^Tf only as 
Ahmad. 

“Will there still be check- 
points outside town?” he added. 
“T don’t want Israeli soldiers or- 
dering me to pat my hands op 
and spread my legs- That’s not 
peace." 

Ahmad, who is 38, has been 
denied entry to Israel because 
of his resistance record since 
1993. To feed his wife and eight 


The future is still uncertain, 
but in front of the police station 
dozens of young men, all of 
them Intifada veterans, were 
convinced that it would be bet- 
ter. “Jenin is fighters’ country” 
Naji Sha’er, a popular wedding 
singer, chanted. “But on this 
glorious day we are ending our 
war,” they responded. “Tbday is 
a festival in Jenin." 

Ala Jarar, 26, a hairdresser 
and mother of two, explained: 
“Life was very hard for us dur- 
ing the Intifada. You couldn't do 
what you wanted. We couldn’t 
take our children to do anything 
beautiful. All the kids did was 
throw stones at Israels. Now I 
hope my children can live like 
children all over the world." 


for casual construction jobs on 
the West Bank. It was enough 
to live on, he said, but no more. 

Jenin Iras no industry and the 
rocky terrain offers little scope 
for fa rming- Unlike its more 
prosperous West Rank neigh- 
bour, Nablus, the town shows no 
sign of a building boom. The 
peace dividend, if and when for- 
eign investors can be attracted, 
is a remote dream. 

Then there is the unfinished 
business of the peace negotia- 
tions. “When are we going to get 
the rest of Palestine?" asked a 
rare dissenter, who declined to 
give his name, but works as a 
chemist. 

Another in a coffee shop op- 
posite the Iraqi cemetery asked: 
“What about the Jewish set- 
tiers? What will happen on the 
ground after the Israeli soldiers 
leave? Will I be able to go to Is- 
rael? Will I be able to visit 
Jerusalem? Half of my family 
lives in exile. Will they be able 
to come back?” 



Welcome home: Crowds mob the first batch of Palestinian police In Jenin 


Photograph: Jerome Deta^AP 


West voices fears for Slovak democracy 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 


The European Union and the 
United States yesterday took the 
unusual step of pubh'qy sound- 
ing alarm bells about the state 
of democracy in Slovakia. 

The ambassadors of four EU 
countries formally presented 
the Slovak Prime Minister, 
Vla dimir Meciar, with a diplo- 
matic note expressing concern. 


The US embassy in Bratisla- 
va issued a statement also con- 
veying President Bill Clinton’s 

mis givings. 

The wa rnings came after 
months of feuding between Mr 
Meciar and theSlovak President, 
Michal Kovac. They also fol- 
lowed recent all^ations that the 
Prime Minster may have had a 
hand in the bizarre kidnapping 
two months ago of one of the 
President’s sons. 


Western officials said the 
statements only made public 
concerns expressed privately 
for some time. They strength- 
en the impression that Slovakia 
has Men behind other Central 
European countries in the race 
to join Western institutions 
such as Nato and the EU. 

In Slovakia, the statements 
will be seen as further evidence 
of what the go v er nm ent terms 
the “disinformation campaign” 


aimed at “pushing Slovakia to- 
wards international isolation”. 

The feud between the Rime 
Minister and President, one- 
time allies tuned bitter rivals, 
has dominated Slovakia’s po- 
litical life since Mr Meciar re- 
turned to power following 
elections last September. 

In addition to eroding the 
powers of the President, Mr 
Meciar has tried to persuade 
parliament to sack him, failing 


to secure the three-fifths ma- 
jority required to achieve h. 

In August one of Mr Kovacs’ 
sons was kidnapped, (hnnped in 
fee boot of his own car and dri- 
ven to Austria, where he has 
been held ever since pending 
possible extradition to Ger- 
many on suspku» of fraud. The 
President believes the kidnap- 
ping was arranged by the 
Medar-oontroDed Slovak In- 
telligence Service. 


Housewives flex their 
muscles on world stage 


now nicotinell has launched a 


great tasti ng 



...giving up smoking has never tasted so 




nicotinell! U ^ uit smok,n S or give me up!” she said. Pd smoked for a long time, so you 
odgiad drawing gun ; a n imagine the shock. Thing is, I was addicted to both. Then she handed 
me new Nicotinell Gum “Together, with willpower you can do rc.” So I tried 
the new mint flavour first. Tasted great - very fresh, very minty. I’ve been 
chewing sugar free Nicotinell Gum for exactly one month from that day. 

I’ve varied it with original flavour for a nice change and I'm pleased 
to say I've not taken a single puff. "Congratulations" she said pulling 
me closer and closer. 1 never knew quitting could be so much fun! f 

it needn’t be hell with nicotinell. 
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ITBA BE1LT1UIE U HIT. If TIE CIII fill’. 


Buenos Aires (Reuter) -— Con- 
servative housewives, tired of 
watching passivety from behind 
their iranu^ boards as miai and 
feminists monopolise public 
debate, plan to musde onto the 
global stage with their first 
world congress. 

Under the slogan “House- 
wives, Citizens orthe World,” 
women from countries, in- 
cluding Russia, Italy, Britain, 
Germany, Japan and Brazil wiH 
attend a tinee-day forum in the 


Argentine capital, starting 
today. ! 


Several men from Spain 
wffl be among the 150 delegates. 

“Feminists, lesbians and 
homosexuals are all occupying 
the stage, so why can’t we?” said 
LhadeLazzari, president of Ar- 
gentina’s League of House- 
wives. The recent United 
Nations World Conference on 
Women, in China, was an 
example of feminists grabbing 


more than their fair share of 
Kmalighi, she said- adding: “The 
only tiring I say personally, not 
speaking for the League, is that 
the only thing feminists have 
done is to bring AIDS into the 
world, with free love and sexual 
liberty and all that” 

Claiming 400,000 members 
and paying for its own daily 
cable television programme, 
Mrs de Lazzan’s League is 
Argentina’s top consumer rights 
o rganisatio n and packs a pow- 

ernripofiticalpundL While she 

said that housewives do not 
need to be paid for running the 
home, they do want respect as 
professionals, and more access 
to social security benefits. 

But the main focus of the con- 
ference will be on family unity, 
because: “We have realised 
that taking women out of 
the home is what produces 
disasters," Mrs de Lazzari said. 


Britain 
expels 
Iraqi for 
London 
spying 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 


An Iraqi diplomat is being ex- 
pelled from Britain for passing 
information to Baghdad which 
could have been used to kQl 
Iraqi dissidents in London 
The Foreign Office an- 
nounced yesterday that Khamis 
Khalef A1 Ajili, the adminis- 
trative attache at the Iraqi In- 
terest Section of the Jordanian 
Embassy in Kensington has 

been dedared persona non gra- 
ta and has been given until 31 
October to leave the country 
with his family. He is: accused 
of “activities incompatible with 
his diplomatic status". This usu- 
ally means spying amjL, in this 
case, is understood to rpean sur- 
veillance and targeting of Iraqi 
dissidents in the UK.] 

Jeremy Hanley, the Foreign 
Office minister responsible for 
the Middle East, took the de- 
cision after security I services 



had a_ 

dence that Mr 
in violation of UN 
Council Resolutions. 

687, missed after the 
Gulf War, requires 
acts of terrorism, 
those against Iraqi 
foreign countries. 

Baghdad has long 
cemed about _ 

President Saddam 
regime operating 

months ago, the 

two sons-in-law fled to Jordan, 
joining hundreds if Iraqis 
round the world who Ire wont- 
ing to overthrow the 

C^riomaiicrd: 

Britam and Iraq were 
in February 1991 after 
of the Gulf Wir. 
cEplonratsm Iraq but, 

Vienna convention, bo 
tries retained the right 
tain an interest section 
other’s capital. Y< 

Foreign Office said it 
undecided about wheth 
would allow a rep 
MrAjili. 

Mr Ajili, known to be! 
Iraq’s Directorate Gen 
Intelligence, arrived in 
1994. He was one of 
Iraqis at the Jordanian 
bassy. The Iraqi staff needi 
special permission to travel c 
of London and, in the words 
a security source yesterda 
“We keep a dose eye on thei 
activities.” 1 

There is a substantial num| 


ber of Iraqi exiles m London 
and Manchester; Die exact!, 


number of dissidents who are! 
prominent enough to be of in- 1 
terest to Baghdadi is unknown 
but they indude members of the 
exil ed Iraqi National Congress 
and the Supreme Council for Is- 
lamic Resistance |n Iraq. 
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MODEL MICRO-IAC DUO 

♦ 60minstaflt-tirne 

♦ 8 hrs standby-time 

♦ Complete with 
ufea-sfim battery and 
braft-ki chargor 

♦ Ug l i tw cfe ht approx 245g 


THE LATEST NEW GEN 
MOTOROLA MICRO-TAC DUO 
PHONE AT A SPECIAL PR 
£439 FROM THE N0.1 
TELEPHONE SHOPPING. 

Better still, our offer ind 
FREE connection to the 
LowCall Tariff plus a FREE i. 
adaptor and leather carrying 
worth over £48.50. 

Simply phone us with yo 
credit card details and I 
forward to receh/ir^j your 
plus valuable extras, within 
working days. Direct to your door. , 

But hurry, this offer is available 
fora limited period only. 
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US unions 
lured by the 
promise of 

a new dawn 


King of gangsta rap on trial for drive-by killing 


TIM CORNWELL 

Washington 

In its first contested leadership 
election, the AFL-CIO was ex- 
pected last night to usher in a 
new chapter in the union fed- 
eration’s history. Supporters of 
. the incumbent president, 
Thomas Donahue, saw little 
chance of seeing offrbe chal- 
lenger, John Sweeney, who 
preanises to revitalise America’s 
moribund labour movement. 

Mr Sweeney went into a vote 
last night with the backing of 55 
per cent of the 1,020 delegates 
at the New York convention of 
the AFL-CIO (American Fed- 
eration of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Oiganizations), 
sources said. He urged them, m 
an acrimonious pre-election 
debate with his rival, to “say no 
to the status quo". 

His answer to the problems 
of American unions, which 
seen membership shrink to 15 
percent of the workforce and 
appear at risk of being sidelined 
as a political force, is to adopt 
the land of confrontational tac- 
tics seldom seen in the US 
since the 1960s. 

Mr Sweeney told delegates to 
vote for him >2 xf you believe yon 
are running out of time, if you 
are ready for change that is bold 
and sweeping”. He pushed 
throagh a resolution caffing for 
the training of 1,000 organisers 
a year, five times the existing 
number and promised to focus 
a recruiting drive on workers in 
hi-tech industries, on ethnic 
minorities and on women. 

His record suggests his 
promises are more than 
rhetoric. As bead of the Service 
Emrio yeesIntcxiiationalUniop 
(SHU) he achieved what was 
considered impossible — ag- 
gressively recruiting and or- 
ganising workers in the service 
industries. 

Under his leadership the 
SEIU embraced civil-disobedi- 
ence tactics. Last month mem- 
bers blocked Washington's 
Roosevelt Bridge during the 
morning rush-hour to back ef- 
forts to organise janitors who 
cleaned office buildings in the 
city. Linda Chavez-Thompson, 
who is expected to became Mr 


Sweeney’s deputy, was recent- 
ly arrested at a demonstration 
on behalf of hotel workers in 
San Francisco. “I like to get ar- 
rested," she said. 

The convention yesterday 
moved to end divisions that 
marked Mr Sweeney’s rise to 
power since he orchestrated 
the resignation in June of Lane 
KIddand, 73, who oyer ldyears 
in office presided over a decline 
in union membership to 13 
million, the lowest in 30 years. 

Mr Sweeney led an mstngeatt 
group of big, unions, jndiinitfg 
the car waiters andTfeamsteis, 
that forced him to resign, set- 
ting the stage for the AFL- 
CIO’s first leadership contest 

They backed him. again yes- 
terday but Mr Sweeney’s ag- 
gressiveness so angered Doug 
Dority, head of the- United 
Food and Commercial Wkteis, 
that he and other leaders 
threatened to leave the feder- 
ation. A split was appa r en tly 
averted when the two sides 
agreed to expand its executive 
council to SI seats from 35- 

In angiy public exchanges Mr 
Donahue, who was Mr Kirk- 
land’s deputy, accused. Mr 
Sweeney of using “cute' phras- 
es" to mask a “mallow voice’*. 
He axgned for moderate reform, 
to “worry less about blocking 
bridges and worry more about 
building bridges to the rest of 

While both speakers called 
President Bill Clinton a friend 
of organised labour, the AFL- 
CIO hroke with him over the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement opening borders 
between Canada, the US, and 
Mexico. Nafta was appro v e d 
over its opposition. The feder- 
ation suffered another blow to 
its political standing when Re- 
publicans took control of Con- 
gress. Bm far from bending with 
a cons e r vativ e wind, observers 
say, Mr Sweeney is appealing to 
a mounting frustration. 

A growing number of leaders 
are talking of a reprise of 1960s 

JtSk j 

Morris, a Philadelphia Tfeam- 
sters leader, told the New ybrk 
Times. “That’s the whole 
Phfladc^Fbffl'W^exfronL’’ 


Murder scandal 
over -libelled’ 
Russian minister 


PHIL REEVES 
Moscow 

Hours before he was due to set 
off fcorthe United States to ham- 
mer out details over his nation’s 
role in a Bosnian peace-keep- 
ing force, Pavel Grachev, Rus- 
sia's Defence Minister, was 
battling on a different front at 
home - in a’politicaHy explosive 
libel case. - 

After being ordered to court, 
first by a judge and then by Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin, General 
Grachev yesterday made a brief 
appearance in a Moscow court- 
room to complain that he had 


much of which focused on Gen- 
eral Grachev. Shortly after- 
wards 

accused the minister of illegally 
recewmg a Mercedes Kmousme, 
paid for by funds that were sup- 
posed to go towards nrifitaxy 
housing. “A thief should be in 


fence Mimstiy”, ft wrote The 
general decided to sue. 

. .. But Gexwial Gracbev showed 

Kttie enthusiasm in fighting his 
corner in person. He failed to 
torn tsjj at several hearings. 



0 


Grachev. ‘Insulted’ by 
accusation of corruption 

been “insulted" by an article in 
a Russian newspaper which 
accused him of theft and 

corruption- .. 

The roots of the dispute he 
in a still unsolved scandal that 


partm a media circus. A judge 
finally ordered him to court for 
yesterday's hearing, threatening 
to bring him' in “by force”. 

Even then the general de- 


aides that he would be abroad. 
Evidently alarmed bytbenotion 
that one of bis own ministers 
was flagrantly flouting the law, 
President Ydtsmmtervened, or- 
dering him to rearrange his 
travelplaps. • 

In court yesterday. General 
Grachev's comments were brief 
“One can anbtcafl a person a 
thief after a court has made a 
dedskm,” he said, a ddin g be 
bad been insulted "not just as 
a person, but also as the high- 
est figure in the Russian Min- 
istry of Defence.” 

The case win go on,. and so 
too will the anger over Kholo- 
dov's death, lb die honor of 
some journalists, the. editor of 



'Washington — 


Doggy 


Accused; SnbodT tot^ Pogg. real name Calvin Broadus, whose music is said to glamorise gang warfare 


zap muric, whose debut album, 
Doggy Siyfe, entered the US 
charts at No 1 and sold four mil- 
lion copies, goes on trial today 

as an accessory to murder in an 
alleged drivoby shooting, writes 
Tim Cornwell. 

Prosecutors say the former 
choirboy, real name Calvin 
Broadus, 24, was driving around 
Los Angeles two years ago 
when his bodyguard shot dead 
a member of a rival gang. 
Snoop, as he is known on the 
Long Beach streets where he 
grew up and joined the Crips 
gang , is often billed as an au- 
thentic product of the ghetto 
whose songs ring with first- 
hand knowledge of street-cor- 
ner crack sales and gang wars. 

But critics say gangsta rap 
takes rap tunes laced with 
strings of obscenities to glam- 
orise gang violence and the. 
gun culture, and degrades 
women. The case captures the 
debate over its place m culture. 

Under pressure from Senator 
Bob Dole, the leading Repub- 
lican presidential candidate, 
Time Warner recently stopped 

dist ributing gfl P ffita rap ■nfVYwrfo 

Mr Broadus is also being sued 
for $25m (£16m) by the family 
of the dead man, who say he 
used the killing to boost his rep- 
utation and hxs sales. 

Mr Broadus, on $lm bail, has 
been helping friends in anoth- . 
errap group, Tha Dogg Pound, 


prepare a release that is said to 
set new standards for obscene 
language in a rap album. 

Jury selection begins today in 
the Los Angeles Criminal 

Courts buflding where OJ 

Simpson was acquitted earlier 
this month. 

Also charged are the alleged 

Lawyers for the three say Mr 
Lee fired in self-defence after 
Philip Woldermariam, 20, the 
son of Ethiopian refugees, 
reached for a gun. Friends 
claim he was a member of a 
gang called By Yereelf Hustlers 
and that Mr Lee was simply do- 
ing his job. Prosecutors call it a 
simple drive-by shooting with 
the victim shot twice m the 
lower back 

Mr Stepson’s lead attorney, 
Johnnie Cochran, is represent- 
ing Mr Abrams. The jury will 
hear that the Los Angelas Po- 
Boe Department, whose conduct 
became a central issue in the 
Simpson case, accidentally de- 
stroyed key evidence, including 
the victim's bloody clothes, a 
bullet and a cartridge case. 

Mr Broadus put the finishing 
touches to Doggy Style soon af- 
ter the shooting. It has a mel- 
low, ambling pace, and he 
almost speaks the wards in a soft 
tenor voice. But the the lyrics 
spin tales of everything from the 
shooting of an undercover po- 
liceman to Mr Broados’s own 
death in a drive-by shooting. 


GEORGE WAS DISTRACTED BY THE INCREDIBLY LOW RATES . . . 


4 . 95 % 

that's AN INCREPIBLY 

LOW F/XEP RATE. J 
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Sydney enraged 



film studio deal 


Train crash: Derailed carriages lying next to a bridge following a railway accident in which 19 people were killed and about 90 injured near the 
town of Tasikmalaya, western Java. The apparent cause of the accident was failure of the locomotive's brakes Photograph: AFP 


Cult guru’s trick stalls trial 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

The saga of the Aum Shinri Kyo 
religious sect took a confusing 
turn last night when the trial of 
the cult's guru, Shofco Asa- 
hara, was suddenly postponed 
after he dismissed his lawyer. 

Mr Asahara had been due to 
appear in court for the first time 
this morning on three charges, 
including the murder of 11 
commuters poisoned by sarin 
nerve gas on the Tbkyo subway 
in March. Thousands were 
expected to queue for seats in 
the public gallery, and police in 
Tbkyo were put on alert against 
any possible retaliation by the 
disciples of the guru. 

But as the national evening 
news began a lengthy preview 
of the case, a startling an- 
nouncement was made: Mr 


Asahara’s only lawyer, Sboji 
Yokoyama, had been sacked. 
Capital charges cannot be heard 
without a defender, so court of- 
ficials bad to put off the trial. 

The move appears to be a de- 
laying tactic on the part of Mr 
Asahara, who is charged with 
ordering several other murders 
and abductions, as well as the 
manufacture of illegal drugs and 
two separate sarin attacks. 

Suspicions were raised on 
Sunday when Mr Yokoyama, 67, 
a seedy character reputed to 
have links with oiganised crime 
syndicates, was involved in a 
crash, in a car that was driven 
by a member of the cult Despite 
apparently minor injuries he 
obtained a doctors note or- 
dering him to remain in hospi- 
tal for two weeks, but was 
persuaded by court officials to 
appear for his defendant 


Yesterday, wearing a neck 
brace, he visited Mr Asahara in 
his cell at the National Police 
Agency headquarters, where 
he was dismissed. A second 
lawyer took on the case but 
resigned a few hoars later. 

The incident raises questions 
about the future course of the 
trial, the most complex in 
Japanese history .Assuming Mr 
Asahara is convicted, lawyers 
believe it could be at least IS 
years before a death sentence 
is carried out, once a lengthy tri- 
al ana pleas for clemency are 
taken into account 

In the absence of a lawyer, a 
defendant is assigned one by the 
state. The difficulty in Mr Asa- 
hara’s case is persuading anyone 
to take him on. One of the cult’s 
alleged victims was a lawyer, 
strangled and lethaliy injected 
with his wife and infant son. 


Sumos’ reputation goes 
up in a puff of smoke 


Tbkyo — It was a proud mo- 
ment for sumo wrestlers, writes 
Richard lioyd Parry. Earlier 
this month Thfcanohana. grand 
champion of Japan's national 
sport, travelled to Vienna to be 
made Goodwill Ambassador 
of the United Nations in its fight 
against drugs. Three weeks lat- 
er, his campaign is bogged 
down in embarrassment after 
accusations of cannabis use 
among his fellow wrestlers. 

“Spliff-gate” as it may yet be- 
come known, was triggered by 
an article in ShuhmGendoi, a 
weekly magazine, on the 
leisure-rime activities of two ju- 
nior wrestlers, Sunahama and 
Sentoiyu. 

Photos show them rolling 
then blissfully inhaling a ciga- 


No FT, no comment. 


On Friday, October 27 the Financial Tines will 
publish the first part of Mastering Management 
The cotffse has been written by over fifty academies from three of the world’s top 
business schools - London Business School, Wharton (US), and IMD (Switzerland) 
It comprises 19 modules ranging from Marketing to Busmess Ethics, Strategic 
Management to Organisational Behaviour an d leadership to Finance, all essential 
elements of a general management programme. 

The series analyses toe challenges faced by managers today, examine^* the 
latest thinking and evaluating current management practices, it provides a valuable 
resource for those considering further business quaS^cations send practical guidance 
for everyone involved m business management 

Mastering Management, sponsored by United Airlines, comes In 16 page weekly 
supplements free with toe Financial Times. So buy the FT every Fdday and watch your 
management skills grow. 


retie. But more damaging was 
the text to the piece. "Mari- 
juana? Never. Goodbye,* was 
Sunahama’s reply to Shu/can 
Gaidai's phone calL Sentoiyu, 
however, confirmed that he 
smoked die drug and so did his 
several of his bulky chums. The 
magazine stands by its report 
but both men have denied it and 
the Japan Sumo Association is 
threatening to sue for libel on 
tbeir behalf. 

The affair is complicated by 
the fact that neither is Japan- 
ese. Sentoiyu, who is half Ar- 
menian, is the first ranking 
sumo wrestler from the main- 
land US. Sunahama, like several 
prominent sumos of recent 
years, is from Hawaii, where the 
two allegedly acquired their 

. relaxing habit 

Debate has raged in conser- 
I vative sumo aides over the suit- 
ability of foreigners 
participating in this quintes- 
sentiaBy Japanese sport and the 
I latest scandal will harm the 
prospects of others tiring high, 
at least by conventional means. 



ROBERT M1LUKEN 

Sydney 

£upert Murdoch ha% become 
the centre qf 'a political,^ ' 
invobd»^ Aurixalii ? s ^ # 

take over onedf/*fee 

£m Sydney co 

announced 
three months ago, is now bead- 
ing for die courts, where op- 
ponents are demanding that a 
secret deal between Mr Mur- 
doch and the New South TOdes 
Labor gove rnm ent be made 
pribHc. - 

' With a general election pend- 
ing nest year, the controversy 
has also focused on the rela- 
tionship between Mr Murdoch 
and Paul lfanwg the Prime 
Minister, who has given his 
blessing to the enterprise. 

The public land at the centre 
of the storm is the Sydney 
Showground, a 27-hectare rite 
in central Sydney which has 
been the borne of die Royal 
Agricuhnral Society since 1882. 
For most of that time, the 
grounds have hosted foe annu- 
al Royal Easter Show, at which 
farmers display the cream of 
their livestock and produce. 

With the society p lanning to 
relocate die show on the site be- 
ing developed for the 2000 
Olympic Games, debate has 
raged over the fatare of the old 
showgrounds. They He m the 
centre of parkland which Lach- 
lan Macquarie, one of Aus- 
tralia’s most visionary 
governors, dedicated in 1811 
"for the benefit of all present 
and succeeding inhabitants of 
Sydney”. In die 1990s. they 
also comprise some of Aus- 
tralia’s most valuable real estate. 

Him and television produc- 
ers had lobbied the state gov- 
ernment to convert someof the 
showground buildings for film 
production while tunring the 
rest of the site into public park- 
land. After a meeting in Can- 
berra with Mr Murdoch a year 
ago, Mr Keating took them fay 
surprise when he announced 
that 20th Century Fax, the Hol- 


lywood studio owned by Mr 
Murdoch's News Corporation, 

would build a studio there itself 
Technically, it is not Mr Keat- 
ing’s land to give: it is adminis- 
tered tty the New South Wiles 
state government, headed by 
Bob Carr, a Labor ally of Mr 
Keatirigwho waste* to sort out 

the details with Fox. When the 
deal was formally announced 

m July, it emerged that FOx au- 
dios Australia would receive not 
just a portion of the show- 
grounds but alm ost the entire 
rite for a peppercorn rent for 50 


mm 


A 


Murdoch: Struck secret 
bargain for a prime site 

years. Only the horse stables 
and two heritage buildings 
would re main for public USe. 
leaving the rest to Mr Murdoch. 

Fox says the studio will pro- 
vide new opportunities for the 
Australian industry and help to 
reverse a talent drain to Holly- 
wood. But Australian-based 
film-makers remain sceptical 
Lynda House, producer of 
Murid's PUdding and Proof, 
said: Tm not convinced that 
this means anew golden age for 
Australian film.” Paul Cox; di- 
rector of Man of Flowers, said: 
Tm worried about American 
film-makers buggering up the 
Australian fifan industry as they 
did to the Bri tirii indus try in the 
1960s and 70s.” 

Apart from plans to bulldoze 
the sbowgronnds arena and 
grandstands, no details of the 
deal have been released. Yes- 
terday the New SoothWhles op- 
position coalition passed a 
motion in the upper bouse. 


where the government is a mi- 
nority, demanding that Mr 
Can's administratioareleaseail 

papers associated with the deal. 

Many Australian producers 
fear Mr Murdoch plans lo use 
the studio to relocate American 
films away from Hollywood, 
where production costs have 
soared. An average feature film 
costs $3m (£2m) to produce in 
Australia compared to $14m in 
Hollywood. Mr Murdoch hint- 
ed as m n| *b when he said re- 
cently: “Under the existing 
economics of film-making in 
Hollywood, there arc too many 
films being made. We arc not 
rushing into that area blindly. ” 

As Mr Murdoch controls 70 
per cent of Australia's newspa- 
pers, the deal has come under 
little press scrutiny. The rival 
Sydney Morning Herald , con- 
trolled by Conrad Black, has 
criticised it, describing Mr Mur- 
doch as “a 2Gtb-century fox" and 
attacking the manner in which 
the state government suspend- 
ed normal planning and envi- 
ronmental controls to rush 
through the scheme. 

So, too, has Cover Moore, a 
an Independent MP who rep- 
resents uic showground district 
in the stale parliament She has 
referred the deal to the Inde- 
pendent Commission Against 
Corruption, a slate bociy 
charged with investigating gov- 
ernment actions and dealings. 
The government doesn't want 
us to know abot^tyfir deal with 
Mr Murdoch uhlanis all signed 
and sehjed,” she taqd. “There 
haAgpen no debate^ half <mr 
has been silenced, and 
fear of spedfing qqt 
ijggmst thfeintentioais of appty- 
etSlVtoedia magnate.” ■■ 

, ^Mr _ Keating appei 

demonstrate her pofal 

raitlocff^ goventm^rfffis^de- 
Sdrifeltig; fflte^ustrahrA L^rjo- 
my as'%^grace". . 

Never ditejtoinmre words m 
the face of riicfrpu attack, Mr 
Keating was uncharacteristi- 
cally benign in his response. T 
think a few reactionaries were 
whispering in his ears,” he said. 
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with the INDEPENDENT 



F ew cars excite such love and loyalty as a Lotus. 
Launched in 1948 fay the legendary Calm Chapman, the 
Lotus appeal is summed up by its two most famous mar- 
ques -Esprit and Elan. Now a new thoroughbred joins the 
Lotus stable, the raise. 

Launched to acclaim at the Frankfurt Motor Show in Sep- 
tember, this futuristic two-seater is perhaps their most excit- 
ing car ever- and we have one to give away. 

Lotus describe their new 
model as “small, strong, 
ultra-light, very fast and 
great ftm to drive”. The low 
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driver’s seat gives firm yet 
comfortable support and the 
minimalist instrumentation 
displays immediate infor- 
mation. 

Visually the car is stun- 
ning, the curvaceous lines 
set off by unique five-spoke 
alloy wheels. The light 
weight arid aerodynamic 
shape makes the Elise a 
“green” machine, cutting 
down on fuel, consumption 


and thus carbon dioxide emissions. 

The 1795cc 4-cylinder fbel-injected engine delivers a top 
speed of around 120mph and the Elise, worth approximately 
£20,000, comes with catalytic converter, engine imm o bilise r, 
doth trim and black vinyl hood. 

Lotus are exhibiting the Elise at this month’s Motor Show 
at London’s Earls Court. As well as receiving the keys to a 
Lotus Elise, our competition winner will also get one year's 
free insurance provided by Norwich Union Club Insurance. 
This service offers a 24-hour Qubline which, should you have 
an accident, , conneds you to a dedicated Club Incident Man- 
ager who win take immediate care of the problem. 

Tb be in with a chance of winning our prize you must col- 
lect six differently numbered tokens from the 14 we are print- 
ing in toe Independent and the Independent on Sunday. At least 
one token must come from the Independent on Sunday/ We 
pnnted an entry form in last Friday's Independent and today 
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TO B 0 X 88 , llfehftQffi Garden City, Hertfordshire AL7 17X State 
■**» (only 4 per appl&K 
Ptease mark dearly on your envelope, foken Requestor Entry 
Rhtti. if you need both, please send separate oacv; 
Requests must be received by first post 6 November 199s! 
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Tony Barber examines the hardline 
approach to the Kurdish insurgency 


Diyarbajrir— Uoal Erkan, the 
go vernor of 10 provinces under 
ooeigency rule m south-eastern 
TWkQr, spoke with a mixture of 
assurance and defiance as he de- 
fended his security forces 
against charges of abusing the 
human rights of local Kurds. 
"Look, it has happened that 
some policemen have made 
some mistakes," he said in an 
interview in his office at a bar- 
racks in Diyarbakir. 

“Some terrorists were 
wounded, taken to hospital and 
not treated as well as they 
should [have been. Once I heard 
about it, the policemen were re- 
moved from their jobs. About 
15 of them, I would say." 

A deplorable but untypical 
incident, he suggested, in a 
conflict which, according to of- 
ficial Thrkisfa figures, has killed 
about 18,000 people since 1984, 
more than half of them rebels 
fighting for the banned Kur- 
distan Workers’ Party (PKK). 
However, by the admission of 
the TUrkish authorities, more 
than 1^500 villages and hamlets 
in the south-east have been 
completely emptied of their in- 
habitants in an effort to starve 
the PKK, a Marxist group fight- 
ing for Kurdish autonomy or in- 
dependence, of local support 

The effects are instantly vis- 
ible in Diyarbakir, a city whose 
population, has shot up from 
380,000 in 1990 to 1,500,000 to- 
day. The city streets are filled 
with jobless villagers. 

No doubt the flow of hun- 
dreds of thousands of rural 


Kurds into Diyarbakir, as into Is- 
tanbul, Ankara and other oties, 
partly reflects Turkey's rapid 
urbanisation, as well as the at- 


kpresaire. But it also reflects 
the met that mflitaiy and na- 
tionalist hardliners dominate 
'Unity's approach tolhe KurtSsh 
question, an approach which 
sees the answer m victory over 
the PKK r ath er than in the ex- 
tension of political, cultural and 
educational rights to Kurds. 

Mr Brian, 53, a police com- 
mander, expressed confidence 
that the authorities were gradu- 
ally bringing the Kurd** insur- 
Bency under contoA. “It wouldn’t 
be right tojxedict a datebywfakh 
fcwiU be finished, but generally 


Tbday is better than yesterday, 
and tomorrow will be* better 
than today," he said. 

Other sources in Diyarbakir 
who observe the authorities' cat- 
and-mouse battle a gain** the 
PKK were more sceptical. One 
TUrkish journalist said: “The &ct 
is that die number of militar y 
sent here in the last two years 
has increased, and the author- 
ities are raring more sophisti- 
cated equipment. In that time 
the number of people kilted has 
increased, and that is because 
PKK activities have increased." 

Mr Eikan estimated that the 
PKKhada6$00-strongfbrceal 
its disposal, based partly inside 
Unity and parity across the bor- 

dined to ^^nate^eshength 
of the mflitaiy and security 



Moving hu A Kurd watches as the Turkish army pursues the PKK into Iraq 


Photograph: Fatih SaribaVReuter 


forces ranged against them, but 
informed local sources said the 
arnty alone had at least 150^000 
troops in the south-east 
It is a measure of the acute 
crisis in the region, and of the 
widespread fear of Turkey's 
strict anti-terrorism law, that 


and journalists m Diyarbakir 
were all hesitant to offer an 
opinion on the Kurdish ques- 
tion, at least without the pro- 
tection of anonymity. Even to 
utter the word “Kimfish” seems 


fraught with risk, as was illus- 
trated when a professor at Di- 
yarbakir University confessed 
that mmft of hwt g fnnfiiit* arrmfe - 
times spoke, outside of dass/*a 
language other than Ttaridsb”. 

Tb support the PKK is to in- 
cur the iml wrath of the Turk- 
ish state. According to a lawyer 
who said he had defended 
clients accused of links with die 
PKK, a prison sentence of up 
to six years can be imposed on 
a person who has given a PKK 
member money or even bread. 


Active “terrorist activity" can 
be punished with 12 or 13 years 
in j»ii- S HU huraher treatment 
awaits the three young men 
whose faces were displayed on 
a 'Wanted' poster at Diyarbakir 
airport last week, next to accu- 
sations of “terrorist murder”. 

Liberal-minded academics 
and businessmen in Istanbul 
and Ankara panted out that the 
heavier the stale's repression of 
moderate Kurdish self-expres- 
skm, the greater the risk that 
Kmdob loyalties would gravitate 


to the PKK. But Thifcey's For- 
eign Minister, Ooskun Knca, said 
the liberals and their Western 
supporters failed to understand 
how serious a threat Kurdish au- 
tonomy would pose to Tinkers 
stability and integrity. 

“Thrkey is a unitary state,'’ 
Mr Kirca said. “The nation 
and republic are indivisible, as 
in Ranee. Put it this way. 
Ranee doesn't have enemies, 
Britain doesn’t have enemies 
and Spain doeart have enemies. 
But here we have enemies." 


Peking steps up pressure in hunt for lama 



Gendlin: Six-year-old was 
chosen by the Dalai Lama- 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

The Chinese authorities have 
appointed hardline monks 
to run one of Tibet’s most 
important monasteries and 
have formally purged the abbot 
who is in charge rtf Peking’s 
search for the reincarnation of 
the Panchen Lama. 

The appointments could be 
a prehide to the Chinese gov- 
ernment staging a religious lot- 
tery ritual to endorse its own 
new Fanchea Lama, the second 
most important figure in Ti- 
betan Buddhism. And. that 
could bring Peking into con- 
frootation with the Dalai Lama, 
Tibet's exiled spafthal leader, 


who in May named a six-year- 
old boy, Gendun Choekyi Ny- 
ima i as the reincarnated lama. 

For five months the author- 
ities have vilified the Dalai 
Lama, With scathing attacks in 
the media accusing him of flout- 
ing the traditional Tibetan pro- 
cedures for discovering the 
reincarnation and of rising the 
Fancben Lama search as part of 
a plot to “split China”. 

so far has not reject- 
ed foe fittie boy or come rm with 
nthpf ranriiriafcfr Sinrp. MsyHie 

boy and his parents have been 
detained, probably in Peking. 

The acting abbot of Tfcshfl- 
hunpo monastery, Chadrel 
Rimpoche, who had been lead- 
ing foe official Chinese search 


for the newPanchen Tama, has 
also been detained since May, 
although fefcmg maintains he is 
“receiving medical care”. 

Felting reportedly believes 
abbot Rimpoche informed the 
Dalai lama that China was 
about to announce Gendun as 
the reincarnation, enabling the 
exiled leader to Inzmp Peking. 

According to the London- 
based Tibet Information Net- 
work (TIN), on 14 July abbot 
Riumocfm was removed as head 
of the Thsirilironpo Manage- 
ment Committee, the official 
search committee and the Chi- 
nese People’s Political Consul- 
tative Conference. 

Peking’s biggest problem is 
That ff the government istohald - 


its own divination ceremony, it 
needs senior lamas to sanction 
the religious procedures. But 
there has been a virtual revolt 
by senior Tibetan monks, who 
have refused to reject the Dalai 
Lama’s announcement of the 
little boy. There have been 48 
reported arrests by the Chinese 
since the dispute erupted. 

Peking has now installed pro- 
f Tirnes e Tibetans to nm Thshfl- 
hunpo, the seat of the Pancben 
Lama, inXigaze town. 

According to TIN, the new 
acting head of the monastery is 
Sengchen Lobsang Gyahsen, a 
bitter opponent of the previous 
Planch en T-ama. Sengchen has 
pub&dy supported the Chinese 
govern m ent over the sncce s s io B 


to the Panchen lama and has 
alsn atta/AwH foe Dalai Tama 
Another monk appointed to the 
Ihshilhunpo Management 
Co mmit tee is a hard-liner who 
is opposed to any co-operation 
with the Dalai Lama. 

Chinn says it has final say over 
senior lamas under a 1792 Qing 
Dynasty agreement, under 
which Dalai and ftnehen lamas 
were approved by Peking. It says 
an 18th-century golden urn 
must be used for the “shaking 
of the Golden Vase”, during 
which the names of candidates 
are hidden in balls. Rnmouis in 
Pelting are tha t China plans to 
bold such a ceremony, and that 
Gendlin’s name will not be on 
the list of candidates. 


IN BRIEF 


US military loses legal privileges in Japan 



privileges extended to servicemen suspected of rape 
der, writes Richard Lloyd Parry. The US ambassador to 
Ibtyo, 'Walter Mondale, and Yohei Kono, the Japanese Foreign 
Mrniqw gnnn imrf-Hfoe adjustment to the Status of forces Ag ryg- 
ment (Sofa), a bilateral accord which governs the treatment of 
servkxmen suspected ofcximcscsn Japanese soil. Under the word- 
ing of Sofa, mifilaiy personnel wanted for questioning can remain 
in American custody until formally charged. The arrangement 
provoked outrage last month, after the rape of a 12-year-old school- 
girl on the island of Okinawa, where three-quarters of US bases 
in Japan are concentrated. 

Airships may transport troops and tanks 

London — US defence chiefs are considering using giant airships 
up to a quarter of a idle (450 meters) long to transport trt 
and tanks to trouble spots, Jane's Defence Weekly reports, 
ma gayrn p cairi compani es that have disCUSSCd anship designs Wirn 

the Defense Department and the Joint Chiefs of Staff include 
Lockheed Martin Skunk Works, best known for its secret work 
on reconnaissance and Stealth aircraft AP 

Giuliani stands by his ban on Arafat 

New M>rk — Despite criticism from the Clinton administration. 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani is standing tty his decision to throw PLO 
Chair man Yasser A rafat out of a concert held for the United Na- 
tion's 50th anniveisajy. “I am comfortable with my decision and 
very proud of it,” Giuliani said, blaming the PLO far the killings 
of US citizens. AP 

Schoolgirl gets nine years for murder 

Paris — A 14-year-old French girl was sentenced to nine years 
in prison in the eastern city of Nancy for murdering her class- 
mate after a dispute over a ruler. The girl, named only as Leila, 
was found guilty of strangling classmate Sabrina, whose body was 
discovered in the lavatory of their school last March. Reuter 

Roh urged to apologise for slush fund 

Seoul — South Korea’s ruling party chairman has urged former 
President Roh The-woo to apologise and go into internal exile 
following a slush fund scandal that sparked national outrage. An- 
gered at the scandal involving tens of millions of dollars, civil or- 
ganisations and students have staged protests against Mr Roh. 
His predecessor, Chun Doo-hwan, was forced to retreat to a Bud- 
dhist monastery after he left office and became embroiled in a 
financial scandal linked to his relatives. Reuter 

King Hassan admitte d to hospital 

Rabat — Morocco's 68-year-old 
Kang Hassan (right) has been or- 
dered to receive treatment in a 
New York hospital after suffer- 
ing from influenza which turned 
into a respiratory infection. An 
official statement, issued from 
New York where the king is at- 
tending the UN's 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations, said: “His 
Majesty was ordered tty his pri- 
vate doctors to receive treatment 
in a New York hospital after he 
suffered from influenza which 
turned into a sharp respiratory infection." Reuter 

OAU tries to settle Zanzibar poll crisis 

Tumahw — Or ganisatio n of African Unity officials mediated be- 
tween Zanzibar’s two main political parties to try to resolve a post- 
election crisis. The OAU team, observers at last Sunday’s first 
multi-party polls on (he islands since 1964, were shuttling between 
the parries and the embattled electoral commissian which has failed 
to announce the final result. Analysis of the partial results already 
released confirmed an almost 50-50 split between the ruling Cbama 
Cha Mapindua (CCM) and the opposition Civic United Front 
fCUF). Some private TBmzanian media have already declared 
CUFs Seif Sanff Hamad the winner of the islands* presidency, 
ending the COM’s 31-year monopoly of power. Reuter 




Brother have the best selling 
range of 6ppm 
laser printers in the UK. 

(Shouldn't that tell you something?) 


It should reii you dar if you buy a Brother HL-600 series 
laser printer, you’ve made die right choice. 

What? You need more convindng? 

Well, they offer truly high per forma nce, a superfast fisc 
page out coupled with sot page per minute output. 
They are folly networkable and happy printing directly 
from both Windows and DOS environments. 

They are jam packed widi feuuzES too, many more than 
have room for here, just look at die panel on the Aght 
Still not. convinced? PC Magazine were, they awarded 
the HL-630 the coveted ride of Best Printer. - 
Now; doesn't due tell 
you something? 
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For more information on the HL-600 Series 
laser printers call now on 0345 533 100. 
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ONLY EUROPE’S BIGGEST 
CAN BRING YOU 
THE BEST DIGITAL DEAL 


CONNECTED 



, 0.99 


When you want crystal-clear calls and a compact design, 
die Motorola 5200 takes some beating, (t offers the latest 
digital technology, long battery life, the ability to call from 
over 60 countries, and best of all. Motorola's unique, ‘flip* 
phone design for ease of use. And when you want the best 
deal, only Martin Dawes gives you all this for just £9.99 


ADVANCED FEATURES FROM MOTOROLA, 
THE WORLD LEADER 


■ Small and light, keep it in your pocket. 

■ long battery life, to keep you in touch all day. 

■ International compatibility, so it goes where you go. 

■ 100 number memory and auto redial. 
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The Very Rev Ronald Selby Wright 


Al a wedding reception in June, 
after the 84-year>old bride- 
groom had walked up the aisle 
in the beautiful medieval church 
at Aberlady, in East Lothian, 
with his grandson by his side as 
Best Man, I bad my last con- 
versation with the Very Rev- 
erend Moderator (for years my 
family had addressed him as 
“Moderator", as he liked to be 
called). Dr Ronald Selby 
Wright 

“Well, Moderator, have even 
you witnessed a groom with his 
grandson as Best Man walking 
up the aisle with his granddad?” 

“No," reflected Selby WrigbL 
“I confess that I do not think 
that I have." And then, with a 
flash of that famous wit: “Per- 
haps I would, if I had been the 
m inki er, have married the bride 
to the grandson by mistake. 
That would have been awful, 
wouldn’t it!" (Chuckle, chuck- 
le.) Selby Wright then switched, 
as he so often did in his leg- 
endary sermons, from the com- 
ic to the serious: “You know, 
even now I see, observe, or learn 
something new every day. Thai, 
lam, is the secret of life. Look 
to the future. It keeps you 
young in min d.” 

At 87, Selby Wright was as 
quizzical and humorous as he 
had always been. For 40 years 
he was the minister of the 
Canongate in Edinburgh, a 
preacher so entrancing that 
people flocked to hear him. I 
asked him the secret of bis 
preaching. “Do you really want 
to know? In 1940 I was padre 
to the 7Lh/9th Battalion of the 
Royal Scots in France. After a 
church parade, the RSM said 
out of the side of his mouth to 
me: ‘Padre, you will fucking 
have to do fucking better than 
that for a sermon!’ ” Selby 
Wight continued: “So I applied 
myself and have done so ever 
since. The answer to your ques- 
tion is (hat my sermons required 


hours of preparation. I did not 
want to encounter another 
sergeant-major who would say 
that kind of thing to me.” 

Thus started the radio padre 
of my childhood, and 55 years 
of a very special preacher who 
was reckoned by the BBC to be 
second only to the late Ibmmy 
Handley in popularity. He had 
some 10 million listeners. I am 
authorised by the Queen’s Pri- 
vate Secretaiy to say that he was 
one of Her Majesty’s favourite 
preachers. 

Selby Wright was born into 
the Church of Scotland. His fa- 
ther also Ronald, was one of the 
most gifted organists of the 
early years of this century. His 
mother, Sylvie, was the daugh- 
ter of Major RJE. Selby, com- 
ing from a militar y bunny which 
included eminent Scottish di- 
vines steeped in the turbulent 
theological history of the 19th- 
century Scottish Church. It was 
partly on account of this back- 
ground that he edited Fathers of 
the Kirk (1960), a description of 
the 19th-century heavyweights 
of theological Scotland. He 
wrote in its foreword: 

ft must be dearly understood that the 
reformers believe that the continu- 
ity of the C hurd i in Scotland was not 
broken by the Reformation, for it 
was ty toe Church bereeif that the 
Refonnadon was effected. 

There was never any question of 
setting up a new church. The inten- 
tion in the mind o' The. reformers was 
not to destroy the Church as a unit- 
ed and visible body, but to strength- 
en and perfect its organisation by 
purifying it from corruptions and 
restoring its Apostolic and primitive 
form. In the eyes of the reformers 
there was nq real disruption at the 
Reformation - baptism and ordina- 
tion were held as valid and the Re- 
formed Minister emerged from the 
Roman priesthood. 

The Church in F.ngianH and the 
Church in Scotland recognised each 
other's orders for years to come. As 
the Celtic Church had been joined 
with the Romanists, so the Roman- 
ist was in part absorbed into, in part 
superseded by, the reformed. The 


Church of Scotland counts Itself as 
a branch of the Catholic Gunch Re- 
formed^ members of no national 
sect, but of the umvcrsaJ kirk. The 
Church of Scotland is not only 
reformate, but semper reformanda. 

It was no accident that Selby 
Wright was to be the first Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland ever 
to make an official visit to a Ro- 
man Catholic secondary school 
(St Augustine’s in Edinburgh). 

In 1911 the family moved 
from Glasgow to Edinburgh, 
where Ronald got rigorous clas- 
sical schooling at the Edin- 
burgh Academy and Melville 
College. He proceeded to Ed- 
inburgh University, which a 
quarter of a century later was to 
bestow an honorary doctorate of 
Divinity on him, and to New 
College, the theological cradle 
m Edinburgh of the Kirk. 

Tfclent-spotted by the Very 
Reverend Charles Whrr, min- 
ister of St Giles, Selby Wright 
was appointed student ministe r 
at the Edinburgh Cathedral 
Church from 1929 to 1936. 
Then he became assistant min- 
ister of St Mungo's Cathedral 
in Glasgow. Before he had had 
time to put his feet under the 
proverbial pew be was plucked 
back to Edinburgh as minis ter 
of the kirk of Canongate, with- 
in a stone's throw of Holy- 
roodhouse, immersed in 700 
years of Scottish history, but at 
that time a run-down inner-city 
parish. 

Warr, who bad probably ear- 
marked Selby Wright as his 
own successor at St Giles, 
thought that he should come to 
know about the problems of a 
deprived parish, before suc- 
ceeding him to the pomp and 
pageantry of the Dean of the 
Chapel Royal in Scotland and 
the Deanery of the Most An- 
cient and Most Noble Order of 
the Thistle. The fact that Selby 
Wright was never to become 



ion-on account of his 


minister of St Giles is bound op 
with his parish experience and 
his determination not to desert 
the poor people of Edinburgh, 
and his work during the Second 
World War. 

After appalling adventures at 
St Valery he somehow managed 
to escape from the oncoming 
German army - he ascribed it 
to Divine Providence - but af- 
ter six days and nights “without 


one kip”, he told me, he got 
back to Britain on one of the rat 
of the small craft from the 
Dunkirk beaches. 

In 1942 he became senior 
chaplain of the 52nd (Low- 
land) Divirion and travelled to 
the Middle East and around the 
Mediterranean, particularly 
ministering to the B ritish offi- 
cers and men seconded to the 
10th Indian Division. In 1944 his 


skill as a radio padre -was es- 
timated at over 10 million, bat 


Sefliy Wright In 1372, an becoming Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland Photograph: Daily Record 


casts came from the transit 
camps in Italy, Austria and 
southern Germany. His book 
Let’s Ask the Padre (1943) -he 
was a prolific pamphleteer and 
polemicist - was a brilliant 
summary of questions that 
“jocks, and anybody etee” might 
ask before £>ing into battle 
and facing the all- too- real 
possibility of death. 

After hostilities had ceased, 
Selby Wright returned to the 
Canongate church, though he 
could have had a choice of 
wealthy parishes throughout 
Scotland. With demonic ener- 
gy he Launched himself into the 
problems of people in thepost- 
war world, and particularfythe 
mending of families of service- 
men who had been away for 
some years and returned to 
family situations very different 
from those they had left. Giv- 
en that his own church was in 
terrible disrepair, be launched 
an appeal for the restoration of 
the Canongate. Eng George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth, now the 
Queen Mother, were leading 
subscribers. Selby Wright set up 
a modest deigy house where be 
could welcome people beside 
his manse, and devoted most of 
the money to a new youth 
centre. 

In 1961, to commemorate his 
25 years’ ministry in the Canon- 
gate, Selby Wright was ap- 
pointed by the Queen as one of 
her extra ehanlawis in Scot- 
land. In 1963 he became Her 
Majesty's Chaplain and served 
the Royal Family until 1978. 

lust before he reached his 
65th birthday Selby Wright was 
made the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. By every 
criterion of scholarly preaching 
and pastoral care, he had de- 


served to become Moderator in 

any of the previous 15 years. 
The trouble was the whisper, 

“But are we sure Ronnie is not 

too fond of hi s boy s?” The 
question transfixed and 
enthralled Edinburgh society. 

In the early 1970s, for my 
mother and many others of 
her generation, entry into the 
European Community was 
nothing like 9$ difficult, or in- 
deed as urgent, an issue as to 
whether Ronnie Selby Wright 
should accede to the Modera- 
torship of the General Assem- 
bly. Since there seemed to be 
little question and certainly no 
evidence that he had ever tak- 
en advantage of any of the in- 
numerable boys who had 
benefited greatly from his care, 
the Kirk took the plunge and 
elected its first bachelor 
Moderator. 

Cosmopolitan readers of 
obituaries m the Independent in 
1995 might raise an eyebrow as 
to what on earth all tixe fuss was 
about, but it was a huge issue 
in the Scotland of 1972. Good 
sense and Selby Wright tri- 
umphed, and it was something 
of a landmark in progress. 

Selby Wright used his mod- 
eratorship to great advantage 
for the Church. He made a 
three-week tour to India and 
brought home to the Church of 
Scotland the honor of the slums 
of Calcutta and Old Delhi. He 
revived the link between Scot- 
land and the Church in India 
and breathed new life into the 
overseas connections of the 
Scottish Church. He made a 
point of visiting the Roman 
Catholic monks at Nunraw 
Abbey, a very ecumenical act 
before ecumenism was as 
fashionable as it is now. 

But most of his official en- 
gagements concentrated on 
groups of young people. It en- 
capsulated Selby Wright’s atti- 
tude that his New Year message 


in 1973 as Moderator was that 
he objected to criticism about 
the youth of the day. Modem 
youth, Selby Wight said, was 
very much more concerned 
with people than hs generation 
lad been when they were young 
and he asserted that they were 
more honest and more 
straightforward. ■ 

In his retirement he contin- 
ued to accept the obligations of 
a much sought-after preacher, 
and he took on many of the 
tasks to reinstate the Old Tbwn 
of Edinburgh of which he knew 
a great deal. 

Let the last word be with tus 
successor, the Rev Charlie 
Robertson, himself a truly ex- 
cellent minister of the kirk: 
“Selby Wright’s style of ministry 
was idiosyncratic. But the prin- 
ciples of his ministry were faith- 
fulness, compassion, loyally to 
the truth, a welcome for evezy- 
body and diligence to Ihe work 
of the parish. As far as the 
Church is concerned and soci- 
ety was concerned, he mw 
C anongate for 40 years when it 
was chuis uppers. When I came 
to Canongate nobody could 
have been a truer friend or a 
better person to follow. He 
was a great encourager." A 
great encourager could be his 
epitaph. 

Thm Datyell 

Ronald William Vernon Selby 
Wright, minister of the church: 
ban Glasgow 12 June 1908; 
Minister af the Canongate, Ed- 
inburgh, and of Edinburgh Cas- 
tle 1936-77 (Emeritus); Extra 
Chaplain to the Queen in Scot- 
land 1961-63, 1978-95, Chaplain 
to the Queen 1963-78; CVO 
196 8; Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land 1972-73; Chaplain to the 
Queen's Bodyguard fa Scot- 
land, Royal Company of Archers 
1973-93; died Edinburgh 24 
October 1995. 


Professor Eric Birley 


Eric Birley dominated the study 
of the Roman army, of Hadri- 
an’s Whll and Roman frontiers 
in general for much of his 40 
years as a teacher at Durham 
University, interrupted only by 
six years of war service, when he 
was engaged in the study of the 
German army for Military In- 
telligence. He had an excep- 
tional talent for seeing patterns, 
of careers, of promotions and 
of government, in a mass of un- 
connected detail. As the dis- 
tinguished ancient historian 
Araaldo Momigliano once ob- 
served, after a conducted tour 
of Hadrian’s Wall, Eric Btriey 
could reconstruct history from 
a pair of used railway tickets. 

From a first interest in Roman 
history aroused by Michael Hol- 
royd, his tutor at Brasenose 
College, Oxford, Birley fell un- 
der the influence of Robin 
(R.G.) Collingwood for whom, 
though he had inherited at Ox- 
ford the mantle of the founder 
of modem study of the subject, 
Francis Haverfield, the study of 
Roman Britain was a diversion 
of the vacation from the serious 
business of philosophy. Intro- 
duced to Hadrian's Wall by 
Collingwood, the Lancastrian 
Birley purchased the house at 
Chesterholm that had belonged 
to the 19th-century antiquary 
Anthony Medley: he was never 
to leave the Wall area, dwelling 
successively at Chesterholm, 
Durham, Corbridge, Durham 
again, Hexham ana then final- 
ly back to the wall al Carvoran, 
where he died within three 
months of his 90th birthday. 

After graduation in 1928 he 
spent several months watching 
construction work in the Gty of 
London on behalf of the Soci- 
ety of Antiquaries, from which 
time he gained the friendship of 
Mortimer Wheeler at the Lon- 
don Museum and a lasting in- 



terest in the study of the im- 
ported Roman “saurian” pottery 
with moulded decoration. He 
appointment to a teaching post 
at Armstrong College, New- 
castle upon Tyne, part of 
Durham University, marked 
the start of that institution’s 
leading role in Hadrian’s Wall 
studies. Soon he transferred to 
Durham, to be replaced at 
Newcastle by lan Richmond, a 
close colleague for more than 
20 ye are. 

The pre-war years were oc- 
cupied with excavations on and 
around toe Wall, at Chester- 
hohn, Housesteads (in a house 
of the civil settlement he found 
the concealed skeleton of a 
murder victim), Corbridge and 
Bixrens in Dumfriesshire. Be- 
fore he came to the north he 
had already begun his (ravels to 
the Roman frtmtier in Ger- 
many to meet colleagues there, 
including Ernst Fabricius, 
leader of “ Limes " (or frontier) 
research in Germany. He con- 


Biriey {jn hot, pointing) at the excavation of BMoswaM, Cumbatand, 
in 1929. His mentor R. G. CoEngwood stands on the far right 


tinued to visit the area from 
Durham, sometimes in compa- 
ny with Ronald Syme, a fellow 
student in Oxford and a lifelong 
friend. In the late summer of 
1939 he was summoned back 
from the Congress of Classical 
Archaeology at Berlin by a 
telegram which, purporting to 
come from his wife Margaret, 
one of his first Newcastle stu- 
dents and forever known as Peg- 
gy, had in fact been sent from 
the War Office. 

During the Unities Birley and 
Richmond added significantly to 
knowledge of the Roman fron- 
tier in northern Britain. They 
bad both taken part in the 
Birdoswald excavation of 1929 
under the direction of F.G. 
Simpson: Richmond drew the 
plans and Birley analysed the 
pottery for a report which finally 
defined the principal historical 
phases of Hadrian's frontier. A 
memorable photograph taken by 
Richmond shows Birley (wear- 
ing a hat) pointing at an “altar"; 


EG. Simpson stands behind the 
altar facing the camera and on 
the far right is R_G. Colling- 
wood On the following day, 
when Collingwood had left for 
Oxford, it was discovered that 
the flagstones on which he and 
the altar stood were both in- 
scribed and furnished vital evi- 
dence for dating the fort's 
history. 

Birley also found time for his 
studies of samian pottery, even 
engaging successfully in a pro- 
longed dispute with Sir George 
Macdonald cm the date of the 
Roman withdrawal from Scot- 
land before the construction of 
Hadrian’s Wall in AD122-126. 
Nor were his militaxy studies ne- 
glected and he gained a Euro- 
pean reputation through his 
critique of Herbert Nessdhaufs 
publication of the bronze tablets 
(diplomas) recording the grants 
of citizenship to Roman auxil- 
iaries, which even 60 years 
after can be read with profit. 

The war years in Military In- 
telligence took a toll of Biriey’s 
health and his post-war career 
was more than once interrupt- 
ed periods of recuperation fol- 
lowing breakdowns caused by 
overwork. In 1945 he and Rich- 
mond resumed their collabora- 
tion in Wall studies. Birley 
turned from fieldwork to ndlitaiy 
studies and through a notable 
succession of papers, many 
drawing on his wartime experi- 
ence of analysing a modem 
array, established his daim as the 
successor to the giants of an ear- 
lier generation, notably Alfred 
von Domaszcwski, author of a 
ftmdamental study of the Roman 
military hierarchy. Die Ran- 
gordnungdes ftomischen Heeres. 

In a 1949 paper on the 
middle-ranking officers of the 
Roman army, Birley argued 
that the patterns of career and 
promotion which could be de- 


tected served to dispose of an 
older notion that the comman- 
ders of auxiliary regiments and 
the like were gentleman ama- 
teurs. Some undoubtedly were 
but there was also, Birley ar- 
gued, a pattern of selection 
and advancement where merit 
and experience counted more. 

A few years later there was 
seme resistance to the argument 
that a form of selection for the 
highest commands could be dey 
tected in the pattern of an-, 
pomtments even for those who 
were yet to reach the threshold 
of public office and full mem- 
bership of the senatorial order. 

The main lines of a man’c ran»«»r 
in the senatorial service were 
likely to be established by his 
grading in the vigintivirate; a 
man singled out at that stage 
could count on the emperors 
backing through the series of 
senatorial magistracies, on ear- 
ly promotion to the consulate, 
and on the certainty of a con- 
sular command: only a change 
of emperors, or his own short- 


tern ofa career mapped out for 
him at an age when the Engfish 
schoolboy is likely to be seeking 
a scholarship at university. Some 
have challenged the notion of 
preselection for the imperial 
nigh command but Biriey’s 
analysis remains persuasive and 
has attracted many supporters. 

At Durham, Birley wul be re- 
membered as the founder of 
that university’s distinguished 
School of Archaeology, starting 
from a hut on the tennis court 
of Hatfield College (he was 
Master there until 1956), then 
moving to the Old Fulling Mill, 
afongride the river Wear below 
the towering west front of the 
cathedral. Before the war Bir- 
ley could count several Durham 
pupils who had advanced to ca- 
reers in archaeology, including 


Peter Wenham (St John’s, 
York), Kenneth Steer (Royal 
Commission on Ancient mid 
Historic Monuments, Scot- 
land), John Gillam and George 
Jobey (Newcastle University). 

Birley was generous in ac- 
knowledging his own debts to 
his pupils over the years but 
those who had the unique priv- 
ilege of his personal tuition 
gamed an inspiration which 
lasted .a lifetime/ That was also 
true for severaiwho heard his 
lectures on Roman history and 
archaeology given to German 
prisoners at Feathexstcme Park, 
near Haltwistle, in Northum- 
berland, and subsequently ad- 
vanced to senior academic posts 
in post-war Germany. 

At Durham, many of Biriey’s 
pupils and friends were grant- 
ed generous access to bis own 
comprehensive indexes and 
working notes on the personnel 
of the Roman army, and also to 
his considerable personal li- 
braiy of books, periodicals and 
offprints. In addition to a suc- 
cession of Durham pupils, be 
was also generous to many 
from farther afield who came 
for advice, including Margaret 
Roxan (London), Hubert De- 
vijver (Belgium) and Geze AI- 



Biriey: Hadrian's WM studies 


foldy, who gave eloquent testi- 
mony of the debt which many 
owed to Birley as a teacher and 
friend on the occasion of his 
promotion as Doctor honoris 
causa of the University of 
Heidelberg in 1986. 

During hxsfifties, Birley gave 
more time to his studies of the 
northern antiquaries who bad 
recorded so much of the Roman 
remains, and the results of his 
labours appeared in Research on 
Hadrian's WalL (1961) which 
for some colleagues seemed 
too marginal in scope and to 
lack the utility of a full study of 
the Will he might have written. 
Yet his choice of theme proved 
justified and the work has re- 
tained a lasting value, while the 
exposition of current knowledge 
he could have written might 
soon have been rendered ob- 
solete by sensational discover- 
ies at Vindolanda with which he 
was to be dosely involved. He 
played a leading part in the life 
of the northern societies. Many 
of his papers were published in 
their journals and he con- 
tributed to their proceedings, in 
lectures, in committees and on 
qrcuisians, iududing the several 
pilgrimages to the Wail which 
he attended. 

Of all honours, he was most 
proud to h3ve been elected 
President of the Dumfriesshire 
and Galloway Society, and of 
the Sodety of Antiquaries of 
Newcastle upon Tyne. In 1974 
he was elected Honoraiy Life 
President of the Congress of 
Roman Frontier Studies, a 
movement he had inaugurated 
at Newcastle in 1949, when he 
worked tirelessly to make pos- 
sible the participation of many 
old friends and colleagues from 
all comers of post-war Europe, 
to the extent that the disttn- 
led Hungarian scholar An- 
Alfoldi was on one 


occasion partly dad in Biriey’s 
demo bilisation clothing. 

For most of his life, Birley 
found recreation in the com- 
position of ligftt verse, and in 
1980 his friends were surprised 
to receive his privatehr printed 
volume Fifty-one Ballades. In 
these he often made light of the 
over-earnest debating of his- 
torical or archaeological mailers 
among colleagues. So on hear- 
ing the matter, of the disap- 
pearance dt the Ninth. Legion 
from Britain raised in argument 
he would often respond: ? 

The Fate of the Ninth still engages 
The minds of both nitwits and sages; 

But that problem, one fears, 

Will be with us for yearn 
And for ages and ages and ages! 

His years of retirement, at 
Hexham and latterly Carvoran 
were both happy and academ- 
ical^ productive. He took great 
pride m the achievement of his 
younger son Anthony, biogra- 
pher of Marcus Aurelius and 
Septimnis Severus and editor of 
Ronald Syme's Collected Papers. 
He lived to see and study the 
sensational find of written doc- 
uments made by his elder son 
Robin at Vindolanda and to ad- 
mire the transformation of his 
old home Chesterholm into a 
museum and research centre for 
the Vindolanda Trust. 

John Wilkes 

Eric Biriey; historian, archaeolo- 
gist ban Cedes, Lancashire 12 
January 1906; Lecturer; Durham 
University 1931-43. Reader 1943- 
56. Professor of Romano-British 
History and Archaeology 1956-71 
(Emeritus), Dean of Faculty of 
Social Sciences 1968-71; FSA . 
1931; MBE 1943; Vice-Master, W 
Hatfield College, Durham 1947- 
49, Master 1949-56; FBA 1969; 
manied 1934 Peggy Goodlet (two 
sons); died Carvoran, Northum- 
berland 20 October 1995. 


Births, 

Marriages 
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* 

DEATHS 

EWART: Gavin Buchanan, died sud- 
denly in Trinity Hospice, Clapham 
Common, on Monday 23 October af- 
ter an illness bravely borne. He will 
be so vety sadly tmssed to Margot. 
Jane and Julian, his family ana his 
many friends. The ftmerol service will 
be held on Monday 30 October at 
11.45am at Putney wile Crematori- 
um and afterwards at the Dop & Fa*. 
Wimbledon. FUnws to J.H. Kenyon, 
49 Markses Road, London W8, or 
donations to Trinity Hospice, 30 
Clapham Common Norths de, 
London SW4. 


Professor 

A. F. L. Beeston 
A memorial service for Allied Felix 
London Beesum FBA FRAS, West- 
minster Scholar. Christ Church 
1929-33, James Mew Arabic Schol- 
ar 1934, Laudian Professor of Ara- 
bic 1955-78, Professorial Fellow 
1955-78, Emeritus Fellow 1978-95, 
and Dean of Degrees 1969-95 at St 
John’s College, will be held at the 
Church of St Maiy Magdalen, Ox- 
ford, on Saturday 25 November at 
130pm. Tea will be available in Si 
John’s College Hall after the service. 



Birthdays 

The Viscount of ArbuthnoU, Lord- 
Lieutenant of Grampian Region 
f Kincardineshire), 71; Mr John Ar- 
den, playwright, 65; Mr Kevin Bar- 
ron MP, 49; Mr Ian Chapman, deputy 
chairman. Orion Publishing Group, 
70, Sir Percy Cradock, former Prime 
Minister’s adviser on Foreign Affairs, 
72; Mr Paul Pana ma n, actor, 70; Mr 
Bob Edwards, former deputy chair- 
man, Mirror Group, 70; Mr Edward 
Gamier MP, 43; Professor Robert 
Hindc, former Master, St John's 
College, Cambridge, 72; Mr Bob 
Hoskins, actor, 53; Sir Offfbrd Ttmess . 
former Judge of Appeal, Belize, 85; 
Mr Aster Joslin, Chief Constable, 
Warwickshire, 62; Professor Arthur 
Lucas, Principal, King’s College Lon- 
don, 54; Sir Donald MacDougail, 
economist, 83; M Francois Mitter- 
rand, former President of France, 79; 
Lord Mottoy, tinner ME 77; Mr Gy- 
orgy Rude, violinist, 59; Mr Thomas 
SacfcviUc MP, Umter-Sccrctaiy, De- 
partment of Health, 45; Lord Scan- 


lon, former trade-union leader, 82; 
Sir Michael Wright, High Court 
judge, 63; Lord Wtylie QC a former 
senator of the Scottish College of 
Justice, 72. 


Anniversaries 
Bfrths: Giuseppe Domenico Scarlatti, 
composer and harpsichordist, 1685; 
Mohammad Rcza Pahlavi, £h«h of 
Iran, 1919. Deaths WQEam Hogarth, 
artist, 1764; Igor Ivanovich Sikorsky, 
helicopter pioneer. 1972. On nils day: 
the GunGght at the OK Corral look 
place, 1881; the Ibrniarial Army was 
founded. 1907. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of St Bean, St Cedd, St Eata, Saints 

I Jirian awH Man-fan anH St Bnyjq i j 

of Nartxmne. 


Lectures 

Oxford University (Examination 
Schools): Sir David Putmam,^ “Steep- 
ing with the Enemy? Coming to 
"Tfenns with lelev&km”, Spin. 
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Pregnancy dismissal amounted to sex discrimination 


Webb v £MO Air Cargo (UK) 

Ltd; House of Lords (Lord Keith 
of footed. Lord Griffiths, Lord 
Bitiwne-WQfcmson, Lord Mustfll 
and Lord Slyim of Hadley); 19 
October 1995 

The pregnancy of a woman who 
had beat engaged foe an in- 
definite period of employment 
and who would thereby be un- 
available for work at a time 
when to ber knowledge she was 
particularly required was a cir- 
cumstance relevant to her case 

of dberimination on tbe ground 
of her sex even though that cir- 
cumstance could not be presort 
in the case of the comparative 
hypothetical man. 

The House of Lords allowed 
an appeal by Carole Louise 
Webb from decisions that she 
had not been discriminated on 
the ground of sex and remitted 
the case to an industrial tribunal 
to assess compensation. 

Mis Webb was engaged by 
EMO to replace a pregnant em- 
ployee during the latter's 
maternity leave. Shortly after- 
wards, Mrs Webb discovered 


LAW REPORT 
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that she too was pregnant, her 
baby being expected at rough- 
ly the same time as the other 
employee. EMO dismissed her. 
Mis^ Webb daimed that her dis- 
missal constituted discrimina- 
tion against hex on the ground 
of her sex, contrary to section 
1 of toe Sex Discrimination Act 
1975. 

On a reference to tbe Euro- 
pean Court of Justice on the 
construction of article 2(1) of 
(he Council Directive 76/207, 
the equal treatment directive, 
the ECJ derided that there 
could be no question of com- 
paring the situation of a w n man 
who found herself incapable, by 
reason of pregnancy, of per- 
forming the task for which she 
was recruited, with that of a 
man similarly incapable for 
medical or other reasons. 

The fact that the woman was 
initially recruited to replace an- 
other employee during tbe lat- 
ter’s maternity leave could not 


26 October 1995 

affect tbe answer to be given; 
and the answer must be that ar- 
ticle 2(1) read with article 5(1) 
precluded dismissal of an em- 
ployee who was reenrited for an 
unlimited term with a view, ini- 
tially, to replacing another em- 
ployee during the latter's 
maternity leave and who could 
not do so because, shortly af- 
ter recruitment, she was herself 
found to be pregnant. 

Laura Car QC and Deborah King 
(HUUngdfw Legal Resource Centre) 

for Mrs Webb; David Pamkk QC 
(TimsuiySriidtor)asuidcascaiiM. 

Lord Keith said that it was ap- 
parent from the EGTs ruling 
that it was considered to be a 
relevant arcumstanoe that Mrs 
Webb had been engaged for an 
indefinite or umlimiteri period. 
That suggested the posibility 
of a distinction between such a 
case and the case where a 
woman’s absence due to preg- 
nancy would have had the con- 


sequence of her being un- 
available for the whole of the 
work for which she had been 


occur where the wxask was of a 
purely seasonal duration. 

If such a situation did not M 
to be distinguished, so that an 
employer who failed to en- 
gage a woman who, due to 
pregnancy, would not be avail- 
able for any part of the period 
of the proposed engagement 
was to be made liable for 
wrongful discrimination, the 
result would be likely to be per- 
ceived as unfair to employers 
and as tending to bring the law 
on sex discrimination into 
disrepute. 

The ruling of the ECJ pro- 
ceeded on an interpretation of 
the broad principles in articles 
2(1) and 5(1). Sections 1(1 Va) 
and 5(3) of the Sex Discrimi- 
nation Act 1975 set out a more 
precise test of unlawful dis- 
crimination and the problem 


was how to fit the terms of that 
test into the ruling. 

The only way was to hold 
that, where a woman was en- 
gaged for an indefinite period, 
the fed that the reason why she 
would be temporarily unavail- 
able for work at a time when to 
her knowledge her services, 
would be particularly required 
was pregnancy was a arcum- 
. stance relevant to her case, be- 
ing a arcumstancewhich could 
not be present in the case of the 
hypothetical man. 

It did not necessarily follow 
that pregnancy would be a rel- 
evant circu m stan c e where the 
woman was denied employ- 
ment for a fixed period in the 
future during the whole of 
which her pregnancy would 
make her unavailable for woik, 
nor where after en g ag e ment for 
such a period the discovery 
of her pregnancy led lo can- 
cellation of the engagement. 

Lord Griffiths, Lord 
Browne-WiUdnson, Lord 
Mmtillaitd Lord Styon agreed 

Ying Hal Thu, Barrister 
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news analysis 


The highly Euro-sceptic Referendum Party should not be dismissed as the political whim of an ageing playboy, says John Rentoul 

Sir James prepares to take on the world 


«TTcrcs Jimmy!” proclaims 

X X acxl month's Esquire, over a 
glossy profile of Britain’s richest par- 
liamcntary candidate. The Member 
of the European Parliament and for- 
mer international financier tannrVia^ 
himself into British politics yester- 
day with full-page advertisements in 
all the broadsheet papers declaring 
that the Referendum Party - of 
which he is the founder and leader 
- will Bdd candidates, including 
hmisclf. in the next general election! 

Sir James Goldsmith thus becomes 

a prototype British version of the 
Nmeties-style husmessman-tumed- 
politltian, bearing a striking sim- 

flarity to Ross Perot, the independent 

US presidential candidate; Silvio 
Berlusconi, the former Italian prime 
minister; and Bernard Thpie, Gold- 
smith's French semi -compatriot. 

The son of Frank Goldsmith, 
Tbiy MP for Stowmarket, 1910-18, 
James started making money while 
Still at Eton, w inning £8,000 on 
horses. He made an estimated $2bn 
as an internationa] deal maker, but 
always held strong opinions, and 
after he sold most of his companies 
in 1987 -just before the Wall Street 
crash - be began to develop his 
economic and political views. Para- 
doxically, the philosophy that 
emerged was a reaction agamst the 
globalisation of markets from which 
he had profited so hugely. 

Ifro years ago he published a 
book entitled The Trap , arguing 
against free trade, and this year he 
published a sequel, The Response, 
a book-length reply to the many 
critics be had provoked. His argu- 
ments have been faeflely dismissed 
as the lengthy monologues of a van- 
ity publisher in fact his challenge 
to the long-donna nt orthodoxy of 
free trade has exposed some of the 
flabbiness of conventional wisdom. 
He argues, with tenacious persua- 
siveness and a battery of facts and 
statistics, that the opening up of 
world trade to 4 billion low-wage 
workers in China and East Asia 
threatens not just the economic 
prosperity of the West but its social 
cohesion, too. This last point con- 
tains an echo of the ‘'communitar- 
ian'’ ideas that have influenced 
Tbny Blair. 

But Goldsmith's views have led 
him in a rather different direction. 
He funded the Euro-sceptic Euro- 
pean Foundation, and at last year’s 
Tory conference he joined Lord 
"fobbil and Bill Cash on the platform 
at the biggest and most heated 
Euro-sceptic fringe meeting. He 


trade and, having been animated by 

the debate over . the Maastricht • 
treaty, has thrown himself into work- 
ing to change it 

He successfully stood for the 


head of a list of 13 MEPs in France, 
and formed an afHatiw with a few 
Danish and Dutch MEPs to form 
the anti-federalist Groupe Europe 
des Nations, of which he is president 
Now his pan-European political 
ambitions have tnrnea to Britain and 
the effect on his new-found Euro- 
sceptic allies has been dramatic. 

His intervention, potentially one 
of the grandest and best-funded 


spoiling operations in British poli- 
tics, has provoked public iury from 
Conservative anti-Europeans and 
the rival Euio-sceptk UK Independ- 
ence J^rty. Dr Alan Sked, tbeUKCP 
leader, dismissed it as “the politics 
of Sunset Boulevard practised by an 
ageing playboy plutocrat”. But some 
Tbiy MPs privately welcome his 
attempt to put pressure on their less 
robust colleagues. Goldsmilh’s parly 
win stand in all seats where the sit- 
ting Tbry or Labour MP is “not com- 
mitted to a fair referendum on the 
Maastricht Treaty*. 

For many - such as Kenneth' 
Clarice, the Chancellor, who faces 


Sir Alan Walters, Margaret Thatch- 
er’s former economic adviser, as the 
Referendum candidate- the threat 
does not amount to much. He 
defends a majority of nearly 20,000. 
Similaiiy. despite the Referendum 
Party’s insistence that it is not target- 
ing the Tbiy party, most Labour MOte 
watch the show with amused indif- 
ference - it is not their voters who 
are likely to be tempted away. 

Fringe candidates in the British 
electoral system tend not to gain sig- 
nificant numbers of votes, but Gold- 


smith claims he mil match the main 

thathe himself vnlfbe "a candidate, 
possibly against Virginia Bottom! ey 
in Surrey South-West or against 
Jeremy Hanley in Richmond, south 
London (where he has just one of his 
many bouses), will add to the drama. 

Some Tory MPs in marginal seals 
are worried about Goldsmith and 
furious with Tbries who support 

him. Gerald Howartb, the right-wing 
former MP for Cannock who is now 
the candidate for the safe Tory seal 
of Aldershot, is a particular target 
of their anger. Mr Howarth’s pub- 
lic relations company, Ifcskforce, 


acts for Goldsmith. While Mr 
Howarth insists that he has “abso- 
lutely nothing to do” with the Refer- 
endum Party, his company’s assist- 
ance for a man who is putting up 
candidates against his own party 
causes deep resentment. “J can see 
there are Conservatives who are dis- 
tressed," he says, but goes on: “It 
behoves us all to ask ourselves 
whether the people should be 
denied a referendum.” 

Teresa Gorman, the former Euro- 
rebel Tory MP who recently intro- 
duced a private member's bill to 
hold a referendum on Europe, 
echoes his point. “1 don’t agree 


secs the European Union as fatally 
attached to the principle of free 



with it, but it is a strategy which 
could crystallise the resolution of my 
more wobbly colleagues," she says. 

Other Tbry Euro-sceptics have 
publicly rebuked Goldsmith because 
they think his tactics arc counter- 
productive. They fear Referendum 
candidates will siphon off Tbiy votes 

and let in “federalist” Labour or Lib- 
eral Democrat MPs. John Red- 
wood, who challenged for the Tory 
leadership on an anti-Brussels ticket 
in July, and Norman Lament, his 
supporter-in-chief, tried to persuade 
Wiitere not to challenge Clarke. “It's 
a thoroughly regrettable idea,” said 
Lamont. “Sir James and the likes of 
Sir Alan Walters ought to concen- 
trate on defeating the Labour Party 
at the next election. The main threat 
of further integration in Europe 
comes from the Labour Party.” 

However, this is not just an argu- 
ment about tactics. A party formed 
to pursue a single objective - a ref- 
erendum - is a peculiar and un- 
British animal. But lying behind 
that objective is the question of 
Goldsmith’s real views on Europe. 
Here the Euro-sceptic cause, of 
which he seems a potential leader, 
starts to fragment. 

His hostility to global free trade 
means he is in favour of a European 
free market surrounded by a tariff 
wall -which runs directly counter to 
most sceptics’ desire to see Britain 
as the “Hong Kong of Europe*’, 
competing with the world. Skcd, his 
rival as leader of the UK Independ- 
ence Party, pours scorn on Gold- 
smith's claim to be a Euro-sceptic. 
“Goldsmith wants to see a ‘Fortress 
Europe’, a strengthened Europe, 
until powers simply transferred from 
the Commission to the Council of 
Ministers," he says. 

Goldsmith's political views are, in 
fad, entirely undassifiable in British 
terms. His emphasis on the damage 
done to the Third World by Western 
culture partly reflects ecological 
themes long advocated by his older 
brother, Teddy Goldsmith. And his 
advocacy of protection for a high- 
wage European economy finds 
stronger echoes in today's Labour 
Party than until the Tbries. 

At present the heat seems to be 
going out of the European issue, 
making it most likely that Gold- 
smith’s venture will be condemned 
to “interesting fringe party” status. 
But if the single European currency 
suddenly becomes more likely, or if 
new plans come up at next year’s 
Inter-Governmental Conference, 
then Goldsmith’s contacts and 
money could act as a catalyst for 
wider changes. 
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Office workers who have successfully campaigned for no-smoking 
workplaces, beware! We are about to be threatened by passive mousing. The 
nostril -boggling idea is to give mousemats - the foam-backed plastic mat on 
which a computer “mouse" rests - their own distinctive fragrances. The 
. Woking-based company Bourne, Europe's largest promotional product firm, is 
about to launch no fewer than 3,000 different mousemat fragrances, and will 
^custom-produce other smells on request- The fragrance is released when you 
wheel the mouse about, which also helpfully and pungentty informs the boss 
you’re working. 

The most ponular fragrances, already in use on the Continent ; 


lemon, apple, coconut and something called “"Wall Street", which smells of 
jcy. So there it is: the hi-tech office of tomorrow will be awash with the 
scent of fruit and used fivers. Except at my work station. I have requested a 
mousemat with ageing skunk, so the bosses wfll give mydesk a wide berth. 
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Byatt turned on by John Donne 


ijr.il : j.-iJ 

\9* - 


I am no great authorit^n whaf 
excites adolescent girls. Thuh to tell, I 
, was no great authority when I was an 

- adolescent boy. But the nowh^ 

AS Byall is. She has berate herself, 
apiL anyway, female novi’hsls know 

about these things. Miss ^att is 

taking part in the BBC s 
season, reappraising an™ieor two. 

■S^ I SS 3 SS-*st ; 

• young girls dream about today? 


Inevitably. AS Byatt telk me, Darcy 
from Pride and Prejudice, with his 
smouldering passion, mysterious past 
and bi-weekly television exposure, 
remains at pole position. The similarly 
smouldering Mr Rochester from Jane 
Eyre is not hr behind. ' 

In her own youth, she recalls, sbe 
was turned on by John Donne s 
“eroticism". Myown sm a ll, 
unsci entific survey of ABC1 women 
shows smouldering is 
with Rochester, Darcy and HeatbcMf 
maintaining their puOmg 
of my respondents shared AS Byatt s 

cerebral lusting after Dwme. But a 
few, surprisingly, had a thing for 
-Holden Caulfield, tormented. 


inexperienced teenage hero of The 
Catcher In The Rye. Allveiy 
confuting. The one unifying factor 
was that not a single literary figure 
from the past 40 years tickles a young 
gjrl’s fancy. 

The only advice I can proffer to 
adolescent girls is never have an 
affair with a rakish young actor. They 
tend to get famous, get knighted and 
write an autobiography. Sir Robert 
Stephens’s decision belatedly to tell 
afl most be alarming some notable 
middle-aged ladies. 

1 have always thought it rather 
unfair that there is no legal redress to 
p rev ent one’s extra-cnrricniar 
indiscretions being recorded in 
another's memoirs. So I was prepared 
to feel sorry for Lady Antonia Itasca; 
who features as one of Sir Robot 
Stephens’s romances in his soon-to- 
be-pnbfished hook. But my sympathy 
is tempered by Lady Antonia's 
reported response to Stephens 20 
years ago when be asked her if she 
wasn't taking a risk, her then 
husband being a Con serv ative MP. 
Don't worry, she toM him revealing!* 
the papers never print anything about 
the wives ami families of members of 
the House of Commons. Suddenly 
1975 seems light years away 

Ra y mond Gubbay, the classical 
music promoter, is refreshingly 
unafraid of cocking a snook at his 
colleagues in the arts. He is 
advertising his production of La 
Boh&me at the Royal Albert Hall next 
February, with its cut-price tickets, by 
saying: “You don’t need to have three 
tenners." 

Hie jibe at the £350 top prices for 
next year's Three Tenors concert at 
Wembley did not amuse Gubbay* s 
sponsors for La Bohime, the Daify 
Telegraph. Their marketing chiefs told 
him they thought it less than witty and 
that it should not be repeated. How 
po-faced of them. The Daify 
Telegraph, incidentally, is sponsoring 
one other musical event next yean 
The Three Tfenors al Wembley. 

Paul Buiget; chairman of Sony 
Music UK, is the new man in charge 
of the Brits pop music awards. For 


next year’s competition Mr Burger 
has introduced a new rule. The media 
will not be supplied with a list of the 
winners before the event, but will 
have to wait until the awards are 
presented during the evening. This 
apparently will “add to the suspense 
and excitement of the show". Quite 
how a few journalists knowing the 
results a few boms in advance 
detracts from the excitement. I'm not 
sure. But I wonder whether Mr 
Burger understands what not giving 
advance results to the media means. 
The event wfll miss at least two 
editions of most national newspapers, 
so people in Scotland, Vi&Ies, 
Northern Ireland and much of 
England will read no report of the 
show at alL A brilliant way for the 
music industry to publicise itself. 

A word in the ear of the Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard. In his 
dispute with Derek Lewis, the man he 
sacked as head of the prison service, 
Mr Lewis is represented by the rivil 
service First Division Association, and 
Mr Howard by the Treasury Solicitor. 
And who represents the Treasury 
Solicitor? None other than the First 
Division Association. The 
permutations would have delighted 
Sir Humphrey. 

The new and last album from Queen 
is released next month. I had a sneak 
preview this week and found that far 
from being a mar keting ptoy it is 
extremely good, with Freddie Mercury 
in passionate and hearty voice on 
tracks recorded just weeks before his 
death from Aids. 

Queen's manager; Jim Beach, 
recalls that Mercury had deteriorated 
physically and on many days was too 
weak to get to the recording studio. 
Indeed, the other members or the 
band would wait around in Montreux 
where Meremy was living, never 
knowing from day to day whether he 
would have the energy to make an 
appeara n ce. 

But his voice remained as strong as 
it ever was right until (be end. It must 
have been a strange sight a dying 
man, physically destroyed, belting out 
11 ftxB-throated rock songs. The 
result Is a moving and worthy legacy. 
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Prolonged, stormy 
race ahead 


5000 ttoRE POUICS 

flfcE- GOING 
ON THE BE^T 


'A? AL* 


I n the bad old days of ihe Soviet Com- 
munist Party, the transcribers of the 
interminable speeches made by the gen- 
eral secretary to the faithful used to 
amuse themselves by inserting audience 
reactions at regular intervals. Conventions 
dictated three levels of response: 
applause, stormy applause and prolonged 
stormy applause. 

Had such a transcription been made of 
Michael Howard's address to a rather dif- 
ferent conference this autumn, it would 
have noted the listeners' reactions to the 
Home Secretary's condemnation of 
racism as “applause". But his determina- 
tion to crack down on illegal immigration? 
That rated “prolonged stormy applause”. 
This, then, is the Conservative Party: a bit 
tough on racism, but far tougher on what 
it claims is the cause of racism - immi- 
gration itself. 

It now seems inevitable that the Tories 
intend to make the question of immigra- 
tion an election issue. For months now, 
“sources” from within the Government 
have been engaged in a most unusual 
exercise - briefing selected newspapers 
that a policy is not working. Month after 
month, stories have appeared drawing 
attention to the heightened cost and 
growing numbers of political asylum seek- 
ers, to the backlog of appeal cases, to the 
ineffectiveness of policing procedures. 
Each time these have been accompanied 
by hints as to what might appear in a new 
immigration Bill to be outlined in the 
Queen's Speech this autumn. Benefits will 
be cut for those on appeal against Home 
Office decisions, benefits will reduced on 
entry, there will be no oral appeals, there 
will be an “audit of tyranny" establishing 
places where there is nothing to flee from 
- and so cm. Howard the Scourge of Crim- 
inals dow turns his avenging gaze on the 
immigration cheats. 


How bad have things become? Appar- 
ently, the numbers of those seeking polit- 
ical asylum in Britain have climbed 
substantially this year. At the same time, 
the numbers of those seeking asylum in 
other European Union countries have 
dropped. QED: for once, those softies on 
the Continent have got it right while we 
- kind. Liberal Britons - are a soft touch. 
The trend must be reversed, right? 

Actually, the numbers are increasing 
from a low of just over 22,000 in 1993. 
Last year they had risen to 32,000. The 
current level might give a figure for 1995 
of about 38,000 - all compared with a 
peak of 45,000 in 1990. In Germany the 
figures have indeed fallen - but to an 
annual rate of 130,000. In the Netherlands 
it was 52,000 in a country with less than 
a third of our population. So the tough 
Europeans are still processing many more 
would-be refugees than we are. 

The estimated cost of welfare benefits 
to asylum seekers is £150m per year. But 
only a small proportion of this would be 
recouped by replacing such benefits with 
an “asylum-seekers’ allowance”. And 
there is no evidence whatsoever that 
such a cut would do anything to reduce 
the flow of those seeking asylum. 

If the numbers are not great and the 
potential savings not enormous, why such 
investment of political capital in tins area 
by the governing party? Because, as Mr 
Howard said last week, “my determina- 
tion to improve race relations by firm 
immigration controls is at the centre of 
our approach”. In other words, if people 
believed immigration was rising too fast, 
then racial tension might rise. 

How odd that the Government seems 
so assiduously to have fostered exactly 
this perception. But then, Mr Howard 
has always had an ear for stormy, pro- 
longed applause. 




Work is a 
four-letter word 




W e are working more and more, to 
less and less effect That is the 
underlying message of today’s survey, car- 
ried out by a recruitment organisation, 
which shows that a quarter of white-col- 
lar workers put in more than 50 hours a 
week in the office. Few of them believe 
that either their careers or their work ben- 
efit while almost everyone agrees that 
family life and personal relations suffer. 

It is worth considering why this is hap- 
pening and whether it can be stopped. At 
first sight the process seems to have an 
inexorable, lunatic logic of its awn, like the 
growth of peacocks' tails, or the spread 
of ever more sophisticated word-pro- 
cessing software with which to write sim- 
ple memos. In both these cases, ever- 
gr eater resources are poured into some 
largely futile activity, not because the ben- 
efits of success are large or even notice- 
able, but because the penalty for falling 
behind competitors is terrible. If Tench in 
marketing can put in 50-hour weeks, 
then Snooks in the central administrative 
unit had better slick around for 55 hours 
- providing, of course, that their superi- 
ors work a 60-hour week and thus are 
available to notice this zeal. 

And. for the most part, their bosses wiD 
notice. It is striking that the hours worked 
by white-collar workers now increase as 
these workers rise through the organis- 
ation. This is a complete contrast to the 
former modus operand! in most large 
firms, where the disagreeable work was 
done at the bottom and as much of it as 
possible was extorted from the workers. 


On a global scale this still happens. But. 
within Britain there is not so much of that 
kind of exploitation left 

The increasing globalisation and effi- 
ciency of the economy means that the jobs 
left in countries such as Britain are, for 
the most part, those which cannot be done 
by machines. The jobs that remain to be 
done by humans tend to demand flexibil- 
ity of role and responsibility. Thus work- 
ing hours are denned by the demands of 
the job and these can, in principle, be 
almost infinite. 

There have always been some jobs like 
this, such as a priest's and an army offi- 
cer’s, but both these professions have 
tended to come with an assumption that 
a wife would submerge her own job 
entirely to her husband's profession. Any- 
one who has run their own business also 
knows that working time obliterates the 
social hinterland, although the effect on 
relationships and famili es is different 
where other members of the family form 
part of the working unit. 

When both partners in a marriage 
have demanding professional jobs, the dif- 
ficulties can be considerable, particularly 
with regard to childcare. Yet it is hard to 
see what can stop the spread of working 
hours. The answer, however, lies in the 
small print of the report. If it is true, as 
everyone involved seems to agree, that 
working as long as possible leads to the 
job being done worse, then the same 
demands for professional excellence as 
started this trend will tend to limit it. 
Soon, we hope. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Lord Mackay of Clashfern 


A responsible divorce law 


I should like to reaffirm my commitment 
and that of the Government to mar- 
riage. The Government wants to 
strengthen the institution of marriage - 
marriage is most important and valuable. 

1 have recently assumed responsibility 
for funding marriage guidance. My 
department is now chairing a group set up 
to look at ways to support people prepar- 
ing for marriage, as well as those who are 
already married and need help. 

I consider that parties whose marriage 
is in difficulties should give very serious 
thought indeed as to whether the break- 
down is indeed irretrievable and also look 
ahead to what the future holds beyond 
divorce. That is the purpose of the period 
for reflection and consideration which lies 
at the heart of my proposals for reform 
of the divorce law. 

In this way, couples will face up to the 
responsibilities of marriage and the real- 
ity of divorce, unlike at present when 
there is every incentive to rush into a 
quick divorce, only to repent at leisure. 

There seems to be the assumption that 
in some way the presence of fault within 
the present system supports the institution 
of marriage and reduces the number of 
marriages which break down. That is 
plainly nonsense. 

Fault within the present system is 
clearly not a restraining factor. Seventy- 


five per cent of divorces are based on 
fault, quite simply because fault offers the 
fastest route to divorce - that is the irony 
of the present system. 

How can it be said that allegations 
made only for the purpose of a quick div- 
orce arc good for raaxnagc when marriage 
is made up of human beings - the parties 
and their chil dren? Allegations of fault 
lead to sterile and bitter conflict which 
only reinforces the determination of one 
or both parties lb end the marriage and 
has a serious effect on the children. 

The divorce system in this country can 
and should be better. Better for marriage; 
better for the children; better for the par- 
ties. The process for dissolution of mar- 
riage should be more considered and 
more responsible. 

Marriage and family life is not just the 
responsibility of the state and of the law 
of the state. They are the responsibilitjr of 
all of us. The Government is now playing 
its part It is making a concerted effort to 
look at how best those preparing for mar- 
riage can be helped; how best those 
whose marriages are in difficulties can not 
only be supported bat encouraged to seek 
help in good time; how best to ensure that - 
only those marriages which are irretriev- 
ably broken down are dissolved. 

The writer is the Lord Chancellor 




‘Hello! Hello! Hello! Hello! Hello! Hello! Hello! Hello! ’ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Global tax for multinationals 


From Mr Ranald Don 
Sin Lord Desai (letter, 24 Octo- 
ber) surely accepts the inevitabil- 
ity of our present-day interna- 
tional monetary system all too 
easily. Perhaps the removal of 
national capital controls was 
inevitable and irreversible, but 
does it have to be to unregulated 
markets that nation states sur- 
render control? 

What about the potential mon- 
itoring role of international 
organisation? Thke those 200 
global corporations. Eveiybody 
knows that they contrive to 
declare a good part of their prof- 
its not where they make, them, biit- 
i where they are least faxed They 
can thus bold nationaisfates up- 
. to ransom. California tried taxing 
them on global, rather than local, 
profits, and came a bad cropper. 
Only a global taxing authority can 
tax globally. 

Surety the 50th anniversary of 

The vision of the 
Crystal Palace 

From Mr Owen Luder 
Sin The proposal to build a 
replica Crystal Palace would be a 
great mistake and a major misuse 
of lottery funds. .However, this 
magnificent site has been 
neglected for far too long. What 
is required is a new, breathtaking, 
imagina tive building that will 
echo in modem termsthe vision 
and progressive technology of 
the original Crystal Palace. 

Here is an opportunity for an. 
international competition for a 
new building designed for mod- 
em needs that will be as out- 
standing an architectural land- 
mark as Paxton's creation was in 
i851. 

We do not need a tired, unoon- 
vindng pastiche replica of a past 
era that cannot be resurrected 
Let’s celebrate the future at the 
mfllennhim, not the past ' 

Yours sincerely, 

Owen Luder 
P resident 

Royal Institute of British 
Architects 
London, W1 
23 October 

From Mr Ken Lewingtan 
Sir. Further to your article of 18 
October (“Crystal Palace may 
rise from the ashes”, 18 October) 
and subsequent correspondence 
(21 October), it would seem 
appropriate to draw the atten- 
tion of your readers to the fol- 
lowing points: 

If Sir Joseph Paxton's Crystal 
Palace is rebuilt using Millen- 
nium Commission funds, h will 
be at one of the four shortlisted 
sites, ie Derby, Birmingham, 
Greenwich or Stratford - not at 
Sydenham. 

Any building erected on the 
Sydenham site must, in accor- 
dance with the Bromley London 1 
Borough (Crystal Palace) Act 
1990 reflect the architectural 


The Independent welcomes letters 
from readers. Letters should be 
addressed to Letters to tbe Editor 
The Independent, One Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, Loudon 
E14 SDL and include a daytime 
telephone nnmbec. Please dt* page 
reference and date for any articles 
mentioned. Letters may be faxed to 
0171-293 2055, or sent by e-mail hi 
ktters@independen Lco.uk. 

Letters may be edited for length _ 
and clarify We regret that we are 
unable to acknowledge letters. 


the UN is a time to start think- 
ing about how that might be 
done. It's not beyond the wit of 
man to devise an international 
agency that faxes the major multi- 
nationals on their global earnings 
and divides the proceeds on some 
kind of where-the-value-was- 
added basis- with a5 per cent cut 
for UN peace-keeping. 

It may not be beyond the wit 
of man. but it is well beyond polit- 
ical acceptability to the US and 
its faithful allie& Is it not time the 
smaller states started thinking of 
building a counter-force? We j 
didn’t make progress in Britain 
until the barons started ganging 
up on King John and gave; os 
Magna Carta. • - ■ 1 

Yours etc, . r . . - 

Ronald Dore 
L ondon Sdiool of . 

Economics 
London, WC2 
24 October 


style of the original Crystal 
Palace. Ifro earlier schemes 
(1989 and 1991) complied with 
this Act, but they were roundly 
condemned by tne Royal Floe. 
Art Commission and English 
Heritage as committing an “aes- 
thetic crime” and making a 
“mockery” of the original. Lord 
St John of Eawsley described the 
proposals as “a petty, scaled- 
down mimicry of some superfi- 
cial Victoriana”. 

Bromley has now submitted an 
outline application to the Her- 
itage Lottery Fund prior to a full 
bid for £8- 12m to re-landscape 
Crystal Palace Park. 2001 marks 
the 150fo anniversary of the Great 
Exhibition - die vision of Prince 
Albert, Sir Henry Cole and Sir 
Joseph Paxton. Crystal Palace 
Park deserves not only the superb ; 
restoration protect that has been ! 
proposed by Bromley, but also a 
bunding to stir the spirit, enrich 
the mind and transform the soul 
of south-east Lxmdon as we enter 
the new millennium. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ken Lewington 
E ditor 

Crystal Palace Triangle 
Community Association 
Newsletter 
London, SE19 
22 October 

From MrJ. Michael Shannon 
Sir: In her article on the Crystal 
Palace (18 October), Marianne 
Macdonald describes it as “the 

grandfather^ Sir Edwin Airey. 
who designed and built Airey 
houses all over the country after 
the war, would never willingly 
allow them to be called “ prefa bs”. 
“All houses are prefabricated,” he 
would say. “It just depends on the 
size of the bits.” How many 
bricks, for example, are actually 
made on the sate of the budding? 
Yours faithfully, 

J. Michael Sharman 
R uffortb, York 
19 October 


Sting in the tale 

Prom Mr Peter Donagfiy 
Sin I read with interest your ref- 
erence to the suggestion in court 
that Sting's A-level in economics 
should have helped him to have 
a better, understanding of his 
financial documents (“Sting’s 
adviser jailed for £6m theft from 
star”, 18 October). As' Gordon 
Sumner’s former teacher of 
A-Ievel economics, I would have 
willingly given evidence to the 


Precipitate 
action on Pill 


From Dr Brian G. Hands 
Sin 1 wish to express my disquiet 
about the way the Secretary of 
State for Health handled the 
withdrawal of the “dangerous” 
oral contraceptives. 

There was no need to precip- 
itate anxieties bordering on hys- 
teria by asking women to present 
to their GPs in their current 
month's supply, thus suggesting 
that there was a degree of 
urgency. A large number of 
women have been on these pills 
for a considerable number of 
years and it would have been rea- 
sonable to advise them to see 
-their GPs as their renewals 
became due. It is also debatable 
whether one should act on 


uupuhlished data. 
On the other ha 


On the other hand, there is a 
good deal of published data to 
suggest that older antidepresr 
sanis have a dreadful incidence of 
fatality in overdose as compared 
with the newer. This is far greater 
than the increased thrombosis 
risk with any oral contraceptives 
but there has been no attempt to 
blacklist the dangerous older 
drugs. The cost of the newer 
drags is about 10 times greater 
than that of tbe older. 

As there has not been a simi- 
lar move to ban the more dan- 
gerous cheap drugs, perhaps the 
cynics who say tbe oral contra- 
ceptive bans have a cost-saving 
element (about £25 m) do have 
a point 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian G. Hands , 

Willington, Derbyshire 
23 October 

From Dr Robert Donnelly 
Sin Your article covering- the 
recent Committee on Safety of 
Medicines advice on certain 
combined oral contraceptives in- 
cluded a table of contraceptives 
(“Women still haunted by the 
risk factor”, 20 October) which 
categorised products according 
to -their safety yet failed to 
include Chest 

The CSM advice was based on 
three new studies which indicate 
that combined oral contracep- 
tives containing desogestrel and 
gestodene were associated with 
increased risk of thromboem- 
bolism compared to other 
progestagens. An annexe page 
attached to the CSM advice lists 
the seven brands affected by this 
new information and states that 
“No change in prescribing prac- 
tice is required for any other com- 
bined oral contraceptive”. Since 
GQest has not been shown to pre- 
sent an increased risk of throm- 
boembolism it should be included 
as an unrestricted product in 
your tables. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert Donnelly 
M edical Director . 

Janssen-CDag 
High Wycombe, 

Buckinghamshire 
20 October 


fact that his course contained no 
reference to personal finance, 
concentrating as it did on macro- 
economics. However, it provided 
him with a sound appreciation of 
tbe workings of the balance of 
payments, as his positive contri- 
bution to Britain's visible and 
invisible ea rning s perhaps gives 
testimony. 

Youra faithfully, 

Peter Donaghy 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
22 October 


Put Hansard on the Internet 


From Mr Horace Mitchell 
Sir. The Cam paig n for Freedom 
of Information is right to lobby 
for Hansard to be available free 
of charge on the Internet and to 
challenge the Government’s pre- 
sent stance that departments and 
agencies should aim to make 
money from the sale of public 
information (“Hansard 'should be 
cm Net’ ", 17 October). Hansard's 
£11.70 a day is certainly a bit 
steep for finding out what our 
legislators are up to - especially 
when Hansard is created elec- 
tronically before it goes into 
paper form. But there's a ratio- 
nale even stronger than that of 
access and cost 

The United States lakes, a 
diametrically opposite line, 
requiring its equivalent of 
HMSO to make all government 
information available online at 
no more than a cost recovery 
charge (which .for many pur- 
poses means free of charge). 
What is interesting is that the 
reason for doing this is not, as 
one might assume, to conform to 
freedom-of-information legisla- 

Child labour 
in Portugal 

From Mr Rm Knopjli 
Sir: I am writing with reference 
to your article on child labour in 
Portugal (“Portugal's children 
reap bitter harvest”, 17 October 
). Of course, there is no denying 
the existence of child labour in 
PortugaL However, your article 
fails to convey a few important 
Eads that could help lo clarify the 
picture. 

. First, this kind of work is not 
a widespread phenomenon but 
occurs only in very specific areas 
of northern Portugal. And sec- 
ond,you do not refer to any mea- 
sures already taken to combat the 
problem. 

These includes legislative mea- 
sures, such as the “Tune to 
Grow” campaign, the strength- 
ening of labour inspection and 
increasing the years of compul- 
sory schooling from six lo nine, so 
that no one can work before the 
age of 16 without proof of hav- 
ing attended scbooL As a result 
of these and other measures, 
child labour has decreased sub- 
stantially in last two years. 

The efforts of the Portuguese 
government to combat the prob- 
lem were recognised by the UN 
Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights on 7 June 
-1995 when it noted “with satis- 
faction the campaigns conducted 
against ... child labour”. 

Yours faithfully, 

Rui Knopfu 
Press Counsellor 
Portuguese Embassy 
London, SWI 


Freely given 

From Mr John Wicks 
Sir The National Blood Author- 
ity says the only alternative to 
selling surplus blood products is 
to destroy them (20 October). 
Has the authority not considered 
that what has been gladly and 
freely donated could be given as 
freely to others? 

1 have no objection to ray blood 
being used to help Ihrkish as wefl 
as British people. I have every 
objection lo it being sold to them. 
Yours faithfully, 

John Wicks 

afoctober 


tion, but in order to stimulate 
the use of Internet and related 
technologies. The US recognises 
that effective use of these meth- 
ods is central to future eco- 
nomic and trade success. 

As a result of this and other 
initiatives, over 25 per cent of US 
managers and professionals 
already use these networks and 
are accessible by electronic mad, 
compared with around 2 per cent 
of their UK counterparts. In 
addition, use of computer net- 
works In the US is still acceler- 
ating faster than in the UK. 

Some months ago Michael 
Heseltine promised us an Infor- 
mation Society Initiative. He 
would- do weH to start by 
unscrambling the present self- 
defeating approach of seeking to 
get money back from the tax- 
payer for information paid for 
from faxes in the first place. . 
Yours faithfully, 

Horace Mitchell 
C hairman 

Global Highways Business Group 

Newbury 

18 October 


Lottery promotes 
wishful thinking 

From Mr Robin P. M Clarke 
Sin It is not only the “Churches 
[that] unite to attack 'damaging' 
lottery" (25 October) but also 
non-religious people such as 
myself. The most profound prob- 
lems with the National Lotteiy 
are not only that it is a fax on 
stupidity, but that it promotes 
greed, selfishness and wishful 
thinking and undermines the 
motivating forces that lead to 
achievement Add to these the 
problems of gambling, .addiction 
and loss of charitable contribu- 
tions, and the case for abolishing 
the lotteiy is unambiguous. 

People have a right not to be > 
pestered by instant delusion at 
eveiypost office and supermar- 
ket Those who want to gamble 
should do so in more discreet cir- 
cumstances and not under the 
auspices of the state. 

Yours sincerely, 

Robin E M. Clarke 
B irmingham 

From Dr A. R. Cadamy 
Sir Your editorial “No charity for 
lottery winners” (24 October) 
states that everyone can join in 
the argument about who receives 
lotteiy cash. It would be a simple 
matter for Camektt to give every- 
body a democratic say in the ds- 
tribution by adding a lin e of 
boxes for different categories of 
recipient: arts, medical, poverty 
and so on. These boxes would be 
filled in at the time the ticket is 
completed and counted on the 
same computer that registers the 

numbers. The proceeds would be 
distributed in proportion. How 
democratic could it get - taxation 
and representation. 

Meanwhile, I continue to 
make sure that charities gel 100 
per cent of my contributions. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. R. Cadamy 
Keighley, West Yorkshire 

From Mi Iren Salem 
Sin All this controversy over the { 
distribution of National Lotteiy 
proceeds could easily be avoided 
(and much administrative expense 
saved ) if the recipients were cho- 
sen by means of ... a lolterv. . 
Yours faithfully, 

Len Salem 
London, W5 
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Let’s leave race out of immigration policy 

Britain cannot be a global economic player try trading on racism. Bfs time for some honesty in this debate 


* 

r*« 


W ho are we? We arc a youthful, 
open country, optimistically 
agape to the global economy, mustard- 
keen lo grab the challenge of the 
Asian century. So the Prime Minister 
asaircs us. But at the same time we are 
an old, dosed country, hostile to for- 
eigners; so the Home Secretary reas- 
sures us. 

Wi cannot be both. We cannot rat 
on our moral obligations to Indian and 
Chinese Hong-Kongers and be an 
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>ling international entrepot 
where cultures meet and the world 
does bu sin ess , but which is also neur- 
otically keen to keep out “dariries” and 
people with funny voices. It does not 
work. 

But John Major, Michael Howard 
and their colleagues have breezily 
decided tO ignore this rfiaahKng m ntra . - 
diction. A fortnight after Major’s vis- 
ion of Britain as the ’“enterprise cen- 
tre for Europe”, he is preparing for an 
asylum and immigration measure as 
the centrepiece of his new legislative 
package. What style. What breadth of 
vision. What an uplifting sense of pri- 
orities. 

It is necessary, though. W!e need to 
protect ourselves against a tidal wave 
of liars and scroungers, don't we? 
Well, there is indeed a staggering 
fact, made much of by the Home 
Office and certain Tbry MBs: only 4 
percent of supplicants are granted asy- 
lum. That is nght; four bleeding per 
cent, mate. So 96 per cent are 
scroongy, sneaky, pinko-darkie 
pyjama-trousered troublemakers. It’s 
bleeding disgrace, inrut? 

Well no, actually. Only a couple of 


years ago, about half of the people 
seeking asyhim qualified or. were given 
“exceptional leave to remain” here. 
Now, of the 60,000 to 70,000 people 
watting (officials are endearingly 
vague about the exact number of 
“imderpeople”), it is indeed true that 
4 per cent will eventually be deemed 
to have qualified and 16 per cent 
granted exceptional leave to stay. 

It is not that the character of asy- 
lum-seekers has suddenly and dram- 
atically changed; it is that the rules 
were diangedin the 1993 Immigration 
and Asylum Act Ministers raised the 
hurdles. Now that fewer people dear 
them, this is presented as evidence of 
the bogus nature of asylum-seekers 
generally. Shabby stuff. 

There axe, of course, bogus asylum- 
seekers, economic migrants trying to 
better (heir lot Home Office people 
insist that the new list of countries 
whose nationals will be treated suspic- 
iously if they ask for asylum is partly 
aimed at Eakem Europe, particularly 
Poland. It will not indude, as reported 
yesterday, such war-stricken or repres- 
sive countries as Algeria, Sri Lanka 
and Nigeria. 

Now, it would be reasonable for 
British frffi riak tp r up appHYjflfirm a 

from people seeking asylum because 
of persecution by, say, the Danish 
authorities, or. the government of 
Canada. And Poland is no longer a 
police state. But the idea of a White- 
hall “audit of .repression” being used 
to exdude Whole clauses of applicants 
is a dangerous one. There are coun- 
tries whose governments the Foreign 
Office does not want to offend, bnt 
where fear of persecution is real. 
Once you start to indude geopolitics 
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in the rule book, individuals will be 
denied justice. 

Furthermore, those utterly bizarre 
examples of “safe” countries came 
from somewhere. Perhaps there is a 
surrealist saboteur on the loose in 
Whitehall Maybe Mr Howard is sim- 
ply' the victim of a cruel practical joke 
- as Michael Portillo clearly was, 
when his statesmanlike party confer- 
ence speech was tampered with by 
some malig n satirist at the last mom- 
ent (and tragically, of course, the joke 
version was the one he delivered). 

What is not a joke, or at all obscure, 
is the broad thrust of the coming legis- 
lation. The Home Office is fighting for 
private employers to be obliged to 
investigate the immigration, status of 
job applicants, even though other 
ministers have warned of the possible 
racist consequences. Asyfum-seekers 
awaiting judgement are to lose their 
social security benefits, cutting off 
their means of support - a fine act of 
British generosity, that Perhaps a 
DSS pamphlet on Begging techniques 
and street regulations in the United 
Kingdom wflfbe offered gratis to all 
snch incomers? 


ations of these proposals, as they 


dribble out is that the Government 
still feels it necessary to produce any 
mimickry of rationality or legalism for 
measures whose purpose seems all too 
dear - to keep dark-skinned foreign- 
ers out 

Why bother to hide it? The British 
have long been hypocritical about 
race, thinking of ourselves as tolerant 
put-upon people who keep ourselves 
to ourselves but who, for some inex- 
plicable reason, now find foreigners 
wandering about our streets. Never 
mmd that earikr this century, we were 
populafing Australia, drunks of Africa, 
America, the Caribbean, India. Never 
mind that our own racial migrations 

far more IcH than anything thatwiU 
happen to Britain in the next century. 
We ding to our cosy self-image. 

This hypocrisy is particularly dan- 
gerous today because of the re-emer- 
gence of race as a hot topic in the 
Anglo-American world. After SO years 
of deceut silence, the wet-Upped acad- 
emics with measuring tapes and select- 
ive statistics are back. More popularly, 
the condition of blade Americans and 
die reappraisal of their aril rights opti- 
mism is echoing here. The OJ Simp- 
son debate spilled across British pubs 
and kitchen tables, too. 

Ministers may affect to be uninflu- 
enced, either way, by any of this wider 
climate. Mr Howard is, it seems, 
offended by the suggestion that he is 
dabbling in dirty waters. Has he not 
spoken out against racists in his recent 
party speeches? Is he not a civilised 
man, Jewish to boot? Does he not 
attend, with meticulous attention, 
many meetings with British Muslims, 
Hindus and other minorities? 


Yes be does. But he is also a 
treated politician who knows bow 
messages come over. He parrots the 
oh-so-convement thought that racial 
harmony equals tough immigration 
control And controls are certainly 
part of the story. But when it is 
implied that they are almost the 
whole stray, black and liberal Britons 
should pause and stare. The politically 
correct words from the front of the 
mouth are all too easily drowned out 
by the hissed message from the side 
of the mouth. 

What we need instead is an honest 
speech or two about immigration and 
race, followed by an honest policy, 
with nothing left covert. If Howard is 
playingfoir, he owes it to us to say how 

many immigran ts b a thinks this cra m - 

try can absorb every few years, and 
why, and who they should be. Other 
countries make a virtue of wanting 
particular classes of skill and of pay- 
ing particular attention to certain 
overseas groups. We should, too. 

This is indeed about our national 

destroy; if we really want to be a ccnm- 


amism of the global economy, it is 
downright odd to start by retreating 
behind a new wall of Home Office reg- 
ulations against displaced foreigners. 
It is a question of attitude. We cannot 
get away, as we once did, with seeing 
Abroad as a place to be exploited, then 
shunned. 

Yet this contradiction has thus for 
been ignored by the Conservative 
Party. It blithely says, with Wait Whit- 
man, “Do 1 contradict myself? Very 
well then 1 contradict myself. (1 am 
large, I contain multitudes).” Only in 
this case, it isn't, and it doesn’t 


j | u , j nt t A government defeat today may let Berlusconi back for a decisive showdown, says Andrew Gumbel 
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Can Italy survive Dini’s fall? 
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.in today’s parliamentary no-coofi- 
dence vote, it will spark for more than 
just another Italian political crisis. This 
time, it spells serious trouble. Three , 
years after the collapse of tbe old pofit- , ' 
ical order under a sea of corr u ption ; 
scandals, Italy is further than ewer 
from creating the healthy new demob- 1 ?, 
racy it had hoped for. , * 

As a non-political premier, Mr Dun : 
was supposed to have been the hum 
to dig Italy out of the last hole It fell 
into folli 


the resignation of his 
predecessor, Silvio _periustx«iL Buff?! 
now, buffeted by ihter-party rivalries ! 
in the eramti^hopdesdy divided par- *1 
liaxnent, he looks Hkely to foil victim 
to the same process ofpolitical melt- 
down that led to his appointment in 
the first place. 

The timin g could not have been 
worse, since the 1996 budget - crucial 
to keeping Italy’s runaway public 

The debate risks 
poisoning the very 
foundations of 
democracy 

deficit in check - lies undebated by 
parliament and if the government 
Mbs, risks being scuppered altogether. 
That, in turn, is likely to send the lira 
and Italy’s stock and bond markets 
into a taOspin and put the country’s 
future in the mainstream of European 
nations into serious question. 

Bui, even more seriously, the cata- 
lyst for today’s no-confideuce vote - 
the dismissal 0 f FBippo Mancuso, Mr 
DmTs controversial ^jstice minister - 
has sparked a furious debate about the 
impartiality of the judiciary and the 
high institutions of the stale, which in 
turn risks poisoning the very founda- 
tions of Italian democracy. 

It has been an extraordinary debate. 

Mr Mancuso, an unelected and 
unpopular jurist, has used his office to 
launch a full-front atta± on the Milan 
magistrates who single-handedly 
brought down the old political order 
with their anti-coiruption mvestiga- 
lions, and who are generally regarded 
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the popularity of the magistrates to 
discredit Mr Berlusconi, and indeed 
has made great efforts to woo Anto- 
nio Di Pietro, the most prominent of 
the magistrates, who resigned myste- 
riously last year and now harbours 
ambitions to enter politics. 

Mr Dini has had the near-impossi- 
ble task of keeping the country on 
track and trying to ignore mounting 
political passions. His mandate was 
tough enough as it was; to prevent the 
country’s dangerously high public debt 
from spiralling out of control and to 
prepare the ground as quickly as pos- 
sible for fresh elections that would end 
the political instability once and for alL 
Mr Dim has made some progress on 
the first point, cutting the budget 
deficit for the first time ever, in a sup- 
plementary financial package for 1995, 
and banning the huge task of reform- 
ing the inefficient and debt-laden pen- 
sions system. But on the second point 

The magistrates have 
been accused of 
mounting political 
witch-hunts 


Berlusconi (left): still ambitious. Dini (right): no headway 


by public opinion as heroes. 

Over the spring and summer, Mr 
Mancuso launched wave after wave of 
inspections on the Milan te am . There 
may have been some substance to his 
suspicions^ - after all, it would be laston- 
b hmgif a handful of investigstmg 


not relent even when his own inspec- 
tors failed to find evidence of wrong- 
doing. Instead, he accused everyone 
from the president down of conspir- 
ing in a cover-up, and described Mr 
Dmi as “servile'* for refusing to stand 
by himi. 

Mr Mancuso became a liability to 
tbe gove rn ment and, at the urging of 
the centre-left, was removed following 
a no-confidence vote in the Senate last 
week. But by then he had become 
more than just a wayward minister 
waging a one-man vendetta; he had 
become the perfect foil for Kfr Berlus- 
coni, who has his own fight to wage 
against the judiciary, since he is about 
to go on trial fra irregularities in his 
company’s tax accounts. 

. Indeed, the struggle to get rid of Mr 
Dmi makes no sense without looking 
at Mr Berfuscom’s motivation and 
what he represents. When he swept 
into politics and into power in the first 
three months of 1994, be presented 
himself as a champion of the anti-cor- 
ruption drive that had felled the old 
generation of politicians, and tbe stan- 
dard-bearer of a new, dean politics in 
which he would treat Italy as a giant 


corporation and apply his entrepre- 
neurial talents to running the country. 

In fact, though, Mr Berlusconi* s 
whole political and business culture 
was steeped in the old system. He 
owed Ins near-monopolistic control of 
private television to his old friend, the 
former Socialist Party leader Bettino 
Craxlwbo was at the epicentre of the 
anti-corruption investigations. As his 
premiership progressed, it became 
dear he was not a revolutionary, but 
rather the vanguard of a counter-rev- 
olution. Instead of completing the 
dean-up of public life, he did all he 
could to bring it to a halt Fhr from 
encouraging the anti-corruption drive 


trature, his government first tried to 
call a general amnesty and then 
launched inspections in an attempt to 
discredit the magistrates’ work. 

Mr Berlusconi's premiership was 
stopped in its tracks when he himself 
came under investigation for corrup- 
tion and his fractious coalition col- 
lapsed Iasi December. But his ambi- 
tions remain intact. Lord Dahxendorf 
recently likened him to the new breed 
of political leader prevalent in South- 


Photographs: Reuters 

east Asia, who preach economic lib- 
eralism at the expense of democratic 
freedoms. Indeed, Mr Berlusconi has 
often looked like a man irritated by the 
niceties of parliamentary democracy. 

He has treated the judiciary - from 
individual magistrates right up to the 
supreme judicial authority, President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro - with a disdain 
that has gone beyond personal ani- 
mosity and bordered on hostility 
towards the institutions of the law 
themselves. Revealingty, he recently 
described the ongoing trial of Gmlio 
Andreotti, the former prime minister, 
as a blot on the image of Italian goods 
in the export market, as though justice 
were some kind of customs tariff that, 
in an ideal free-trade world, would not 
need to exist at all 

As a direct result of Mr Berlusconi's 
attitude, the role of the judiciary has 
been thrust into the centre of politi- 
cal debate. As well as applauding Mr 
Mancuso, Mr Berlusconi’s allies nave 
launched attacks on the Milan magis- 
trates, accusing them of mounting 
political witch-hunts and serving the 
interests of the political left The left, 
meanwhile, has sought to capitalise on 


he has made no headway at all The 
electoral system that failed to deliver 
a deceive majority to Mr Berlusconi in 
March 1994 has not been touched. 
Attempts to address the massive pro- 
paganda power of Mr Berlusconi’s 
three private television networks have 
been fragmentary and unsuccessful 

This is not exactly Mr Dinfs fault 
He has been faced with a seemingly 
unbendable paradox: that the cause of 
the political instability, a divided par- 
liament, has also been the main obsta- 
cle to doing anything about h. Mr 
Berhisconi and his allies don't want 
him to be able to change the rules; 
they want to get back into power and 
change them themselves. 

Tb do so, they wifi have to convince 
the electorate that they are right 
about the justice system. How else can 
Mr Berlusconi explain away the fact 
that he is due to stand trial in Janu- 
ary? The people will have to decide if 
he is the victim of a witch-hunt, a true 
reformer frustrated by low conniving 
on the part of the judidaiy and his 
political adversaries, or just a regular 
bad guy trying to discredit the judidaiy 
to further his own ambitions. It is a 
debate whose price may be tbe polit- 
ical and economic stability of the 
whole country. 

Homish McRae is away. 
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Going through 
a tricky phrase 


news 

and' currents affairs pro- 
grammes are now so sophisti- 
cated that all interviews are 
exactly the same? In other 
words, they are all boring no- 
score draws? It stands to rea- 
son, really. When you have a 
professional interviewer tack- 
ling a professional spokesman 
or politician, no one is going to 
give away a goal. 

So, to while away the tedium 
of these otherwise useless 
encounters, I have devised a 
new game to play during Today 
or Newsnight c*r wherever inter- 
viewer is pitied against apolo- 
gist. All you have to do is take 
the following list in hand and 
tick a phrase every time you 
hear it used by the person 
being interviewed. The more 
phrases you tick you better 
you score. 

“We have always welcomed 
criticism.” 

“We have nothing to be 
afraid of in the way of criti- 
cism." 

“We have nothing to hide.” 
“There are always improve- 
ments to be made.” 

“Yes, I think we have got to 
be more focused in this area.” 
“Yes, I think we have got to 
be more responsive.” 

“Mistakes have been made. 
Of course they have.” 

“But mistakes have always 
been made. It is not the fault of 
the system. It is down to human 
nature." 

“I couldn’t possibly com- 
ment on an individual case.” 

“I haven't had a chance to 
read the report yet, so I 
couldn’t possibly make a com- 
ment on that” 

“What I would like to know 
is, who leaked the document to 
the Guardian in the first place? 
That is what we should be ask- 
ing ourselves.” 

“There will always be prob- 
lems of adjustment when you 
are instituting change, bnt the 
benefits will be very real when 
the throughput is on stream.” 
“We have always been cus- 
tomer-led.” 

“We have always been cus- 
tomer-driven.” 

“It is all a matter of inter- 
pretation.” 

“Ah, bnt that applies only to 
reported crime." 

“That is very selective quot- 
ing from a leaked document” 
That is very selective quot- 
ing from a leaked discussion 
document*’ 

“That is very selective quot- 
ing from a leaked discussion 
document winch I have not yet 
had a chance to see.” 

“That is very selective quot- 
ing from a leaked discussion 
document which I have not yet 
had a chance to see in this 
morning’s Guardian ." 

“I would like to comment on 
that, but as you know it is still 
sub judice.” 

“If there is any truth in what 


you are saying, then the proper 
course of action is to hold an 
inquiry.” 

T think it would be quite 
improper of me to comment on 
that while the inquiry is still tak- 
ing place.” 

“As you know, the inquiry is 
due to report very soon, and 
that will be the correct time to 
respond to your questions.” 

“I feel sure you wfll under- 
stand when I say that 1 have not 
yet bad time to digest what the 
report says.” 

T have now had time lo 
digest what the report says and 
I agree with it when ft says (hat 
it is too late now to apportion 
blame.” 

“We must learn from our 
mistakes.” 

“We must all learn from our 
mistakes.” 

“It is time to put old differ- 
ences aside and forge a com- 
mon strategy.” 

“Far be it from me lo make 
a party political point, but ...” 

T couldn't agree with you 
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more. AD I would say is this ...” 

“Ah, yes, but you are con- 
centrating on one small area.” 

“The report was at pains to 
point out that the overall pic- 
ture is healthy.” 

“The year you quote hap- 
pened to be an unfortunate and 
quite atypical one.” 

“We are not complacent” 

“We have never been com- 
placent” 

“Things look very different 
on the shop floor, I can tell 
you." 

“No, I don’t accept that” 

“That is not a picture I recog- 
nise." 

“Oh, come on - if Michael 
Howard refuses to admit 
responsibility for any thing, you 
surely don’t expect me to do 
so?” 

Get the idea? 

You get a point for every line 
you hear ana tick. 

_ You get five points every 
time you hear the same line 
twice. 

You get 100 points every 
time you get to the end of an 
interview. 

You get 1,000 points every 
time you listen right to the 
end of an interview and the 
dichSs come so thick and fast 
that you still have no idea 
what it was about — crime, 
education, child abuse, lorry 
pollution, soccer violence or 
whatever. 

Good luck! 
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DATAPRODUCTS DOT MATRIX SPEGIALM 

□ 80 column, 316 CPS draft and 76 CPS IQl 

□ Tractor or friction feed, Epson/IBM^H 

□ Co lour kft £49-99/5/Teadar £49.391 


UK 

srn 

,£ 



WINPR0 488SLC 2a*Z 80M)/ZMl 

MVBfWRYOEARAACEDHECT FROM DAEWOO I 

□ 25MHz processor, 80Mb drive, 2Mb RAM, 3 JST floppy 

□ 14" hi-res mono monitor, US kbd -easy UK sAmm 
a DOS 6. Win 3.1 and CfarfeWbrts OOni 

□ 486DLC 40 rooftHnedia £39959 LLU 



MG58B 9QMfe - COMPLETE M ULTIMBHfl 

FBnnmFfmXBUSTmPBtFORMAMCE ■ 

□ Nx 586 90MHz chip. 540Mb drive. 4Mb RAM 

□ 256K cache. VESA local bus. 1 Mb VESA vidB 

□ 2 CD, card & speakers. 

a 14" SVGA .28 dp colour gH 

□ Works 3, DOS 6/Wln 3.1 



PHHT/COPY/SCAN - ALL W ONE 

QMS 2001 OITFSRATBI LASER SrSTBSW 

□ 6 ppm, 600 dpi GDI Windows’ tesajirinter^B 

□ 400 dpi optical scanner pa fill sM 




IBM 4WSLCZ 50MHZ SUMUKIE PC 

NOWaCLUDmBA HOSE SOFTWARE BlMDLE 

□ IBM 486SLC2 50 MHz processor, 35" floppy drive 

□ 120Mb drive, 4Mb RAM/IMb video, PCMCIA slots 

□ ]BMkBybDaFd,14“iiBnoVGA,DOS6andWin3.1 I 

□ CA-$upeiCalc/SQiorDB/TextorCQOQ n 

ClarisWorics/Smwratat/teMSsCwOM i 


nsait fc tafld wrfunta sated) (at priced ■ i todta at madaOi 
Mc^fa*piii&caaMptel«my&grt tegidfioottspa: 



Morgan 

64-72 Ngv Oxford Suw(, London WCT OT71 -255 2115 

iraT^flJwnCourt toad. London Wl 017I-BB11S8 

34EdQlQSliXiCerti^HBg^Road.BirnlnBhaml6 0121-4521141 

• MJ MgSW on Approach. Uandhessr 1 Bi 61-237 mi 

OTARTiaXt. CALL WV Hi B121-45B55G5 
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IX BRIEF 


‘Independent* writer honoured 

Derek Pain, the Independent's stock market reporter, was named 
yesterday as stock market writer of the year, winning the covert- 
ed Inchcape Falshaw award presented by Sir David Plastow, chair- 
man of Inchcape. The judges were Peter Meinertzhagen (ABN 
Amro Hoaxe Gove It), Brian Winterflood (Winterflood Securi- 
ties), David Rough (Legal & General), Nick Verey (SBC War- 
burg) and Philip Yea (Guinness). Sir David was ehaimian of the 
judging panel. 

Derek Pain's report, page 27 

Channel 5 decision day 

The Independent Television Commission is to announce to- 
morrow the winner of the Channel 5 Licence, following days of 
speculation. The four bidders are UKTV, a consortium led by 
Ca n ad i a n broadcaster Can West; Channel 5 Broadcasting, spon- 
sored by Pearson. MAI and others; Virgin TV, made up of 
Richard Branson's Virgin Group, Associated Newspapers and 
others; and New Century Television, a joint venture led by BSkyB, 
the satellite and cable broadcaster Much is 40 per cent owned 
by Rupert Murdoch’sNews Corporation. 

Profits rise for SmithKIine 

SmithKlinc Beecbam, chaired by Sir Peter Walters (below), an- 
nounced a 9 per cent increase in thir d quarter pre-tax profits 
to £3 10m bringing the nine- 
month total to £1.43bn, a 59 
per cent increase. Sales from 
continuing operations rose 
16 per cent as new products 
continued to make up for de- 
clining turnover from ulcer 
treatment Tagamet. Jan 
Loscbfy, chief executive, said 
the quarter's biggest achieve- 
ment was the launch of an 
over-the-counter version of 
Tagamet to treat heartburn. 

SB's A shares closed 9p high- 
er at 673p. 

Cable channel for Scotland 

Scottish Television is to launch a cable channel north of the bor- 
der, the company announced yesterday. The chairman, Gus Mac- 
donald. said that ITV companies should look more closely at 
prospects in the table industry, where he said that there was scope 
for secondary market deals involving ITV and the new media- 
He also confirmed that Scottish and its lfi per cent owner Mirror 
TV were in talks that could lead to a Glasgow-based version of 
Minor's LiveTV cable channel. 

Trust under shareholder pressure 

Disgruntled shareholders in the Throgmorton Preferred Income 
TiusL have asked the trust’s managers not to make any further 
investments, following what they consider to be the poor per- 
formance since its launt±neariy two years ago.The shareholders 
have requisitioned an extraordinary general meeting at. which 
they intend to call for the resignation of the current directors. 

Jobs to go at Northern Foods 

Northern Foods is to dose its dairies in Hull and Middlesbrough 
next year with the loss of 322 jobs. It is also selling its Colwyn 
Bay dairy and six distribution depots in Wales. 



Lottery cash gives Clarke tax-cut scope 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Proceeds from the National 
Lottery will make it easier for 
Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, to cut taxes in 
his Budget at the end of next 
month. 

The shortfall In the Govern- 
ment’s finances would have 
been about £lbn higher during 
the past year without revenues 
from the lottery. Their contri- 
bution, improving the published 
borrowing total, comes at a 
time of heated debate about 
whether big tax cuts can be jus- 


tified given the disappointing 
state of the public finances. 

However, the Chancellor 
could draw some comfort from 
the success of yesterday's gilts 
auction. The £3bn worth of 
ksng-termgpveuuuent stocks on 
offer attracted bids of nearly 
£6bn. This was better than an- 
alysts had expected, and came 
as a relief to foe authorities. In- 
vestors' concerns about the 
scale of public borrowing had 
led to an unprecedented short- 
age of bids for the gOts on auc- 
tion last month. 

Public sector borrowing has 
been so much higher than the 


Government’s projections that 
the Bank of England mi ght 
need to hold extra auctions on 
top of the three already sched- 
uled for the remainder of this 
financial year. The borrowing 
needs would have been greater 
stiD without lottery revenues. 

The delay between payments 
by Camelot into the lottery 
distribution fund and dis- 
bursements by the fund to good 
causes has temporarily reduced 
the public sector borrowing 
requirement The timing of 
the dip could be crucial for this 
year’s discussions about the 
Budget 


Camelot pays 28 per cent of 
the lottery revenues to the dis- 
tribution mnd, which are count- 
ed as part of central govern- 
ment revenues. The mnd is 
obliged to disburse - eventually 
— almost all of this total to good 

causes through bodies such as 
the Millenium Fund and Char- 
ities Board This counts as gov- 
ernment expenditure. 

Since last November lottery 
roceeds have added nearly 
bn to government revenues, 
£700m or which has fallen into 
the current financial year. 

About £50m has been paid 
out so far, and it wfll take ah- 




other year before spending 
starts to catch up with revenues. 

Mr Qarke has adjusted the de- 
finition of spending that the 
Government will target to. ex- 
clude these lottery disburse- 
ments. However, there has been 
no corresponding adjustment to 

the definition of government 
revenue. 

The lottery figures are in- 
cluded in the “other" category in 
official statistics, along with 
numerous other miscellaneous 
categories. 

David Macfcie, an economist 
at JP Morgan who identified the 
lottery effect, said "The tree 


fiscal position this year is a ctu- 
aDyworse than it appears at first 
blush, due to the technical 
operation of the National 
Lottery." The Government’s 
woes were worse than most 
people thought, he said. 

Despite the help from tottery 
revenues the PSBR has been 
disappointingly high this year. 
Borrowing has amounted to 
£20.4bn since April, higher than 
at the same stage last year. 
Without the lotteiy money it 
would have been about £2l3bo. 
The Government’s summer 
target for the PSBR for the full 
year was £23-6bn. 


Cable complaints: Regulator insists on end to special distribution arrangement 

OFT blocks 


exclusive 
Disney deal 
with BSkyB 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

The Office of Fhir Trading has 
shot down an exclusive distrib- 
ution arrangement between 
Disney and BSkyB, the cable 
and satellite channel. 

Acting on complaints from 
cable operators, the OFT has in- 
sisted that the Disney Chann el, 
currently only available to ca- 
ble subscribers who also take 
BSkyB’s two premium movie 
channels, must be offered on a 
“non-exclusive’’ basis. 

In letters to the operators, the 
OFT said the terms of the ex- 
isting Disney/BSkyB agreement 
“had been altered" to pre-empt 
the b undling of channels offered 
to cable companies. Satellite 
subscribers, however, will con- 
tinue to receive the Disney 

Channel only if they subscribe 

to the two Sky Movie services. 

An OFT spokesman added 
that BSkyB would be writing to 
the cable companies to detail 
the new arrangements. 

Asa result of the OFT action, 
cable companies will now be 
able to deal directly with Disiey 
over the terms of supply, rather 
than through BSkyB, 40 per 
cent owned by Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Corporation. 

But cable operators were cir- 
cumspect yesterday about the 
effects of the OFTs interven- 
tion, pointing out that Disney 
could now charge evea more for 
the Disney Ch annel than the op- 
erators currently pay for the 
“bundle" on offer from BSkyB. 
The result could be that cable 
operators in fact choose to re- 
tain the current arrangements. 

“It's great that the OFT has 
acted on this issue,” said one 
cable executive. “But how do we 
know what Disney is going to 
charge us?" 

Disney executives were 
schedule to meet cable oper- 
ators next week to discuss the 


new terms of supply. The com- 
pany would be free to negoti- 
ate a higher price than that 
offered to BSkyB for its exclu- 
sive supply. 

The OFT intervention may 
affect other terms of BSkyB's 
contractual arrangements with 
Disney, which were the result of 
a high-profile and protracted 
negotiation giving the UK satel- 
lite broadca^er exclusive rights. 

Neither Disney nor BSkyB 
were available for comment 
last night 

The Disney Channel Is 
viewed by foe pay-TV industry 
as potentially one of foe sector’s 
most profitable additions since 
the launch of satellite services. 
It features a mix of cartoons, 
films and other prog ram mes 
deemed suitable for the “family 
viewing" market 

Moreover, Disney has huge 
brand recognition, with its sta- 
ble of globally known characters 
such as Mickey Mouse, Donald 
Duck and, more recently, 
Aladdin and Pocahontas. 

BSkyB has been accused in 
the past of abusing its dominant 
position in the pay-TV market 
m the UK. Cable operators 
complain that the company’s 
deep pockets, long-term supply 
arrangements with Hollywood 
and its control of “conditional 
access” technology used to en- 
crypt video signals for pay-TV 
combined to make BSkyB in- 
vulnerable to competition. 

Cable industry executives 
also complain that programme 
suppliers often ignore cable 
channels altogether, preferring 
to deal directly with the domi- 
nant player. This has been foe 
case, they argue, with snorts pro- 
gramming, where BSkyB dom- 
inates professional football 
through its exclusive deal with 
the Premier League. 

BSkyB’s position in foe pay- 
TV market has been the sub * 



Communication key: Cable companies will henceforth be able to deal directly with 
Disney for the right to broadcast its material, including the film ‘Pocahontas’ 


of several OFT rulings. Last 
March, the company agreed to 
offer its channels to foe cable 
industry on an d Id carte basis, 
and received approval for a re- 
vised rate card in August. 

Under its terms, cable com- 


panies can buy Sky channels at 
a discounted rate to the price 
charged satellite subscribers, 
for onwato transmission to their 
own customers. 

Subsequently, agreements 
between BSkyB and Tfelewest 


and Nynex CableComms, the 
two largest UK cable operators, 
woe r^Ded to be “significantly 
anti-competitive", and foe OFT 
demanded that changes be 
made. It has yet to approve the 
revised con tram. 


Accounts 
rule ‘will 
not stop 
fraud’ 


ROGER TRAPP 

Transactions such as the pur- 
chase of directors’ houses and 
relocation expenses as well as 
deals between connected groups 
wiD have to be disclosed by com- 
panies under the Accounting 
Standards Board's latest stan- 
dard, published today. 

Financial Reporting Stan- 
dard (FRS) 8 “Related Party 
Disclosures” is designed, in foe 
words of ASB chairman Sir 
David Tweedie, to give users of 
finanrial statements “sufficient 
information to warn the reader 
when figures are not necessar- 
ily to be taken at face value". 

It requires disclosure of in- 
formation on “all material 
related-parly transactions", the 
name offoe party controlling the 

reporting company and, if dif- 
ferent, that of the ultimate con- 
trolling party whether or not any 
transactions between foe com- 
pany and those' parties have tak- 
en place. 

. Accountants believe that the 
new s tandar d will not combat 
fraud and risks raising accounts 
users’ expectations of auditors. 
“The fraudster who is unde- 
!terredbythe criminal law is un- 
likely to.be quaking in his boots 
at an accountingstandard. lt is 
simply another ant-hill to be 
trodden on,” said Gerry Acher, 
head of audit at the accountants 
KPMG. But Sir David said the 
standard would at least require 
directors to tell more ties. 

The primary abjective is to 
deal with cases where public and 
private companies are entwined, 
such as Garrian Investment, the 
Hong Kong-based conglomerate 
that operated through a complex 
web of companies on its way to 
a market capitalisation of more 
than Slbn before collapsing in 
1983. But foe standard will also 
require more detailed informa- 
tion about transactions between 
the company and the directors 
of it or foe ultimate owner. 

Sir David said it aimed to stop 
people manipulating profits by 
selling things to themselves or 
directors as well as directors en- 
tering such arrangements as 
buying houses from the com- 
pany “on the cheap”. 

Comment, page 25 


MPs’ City inquiry ‘foils shorf 


NIC cicum 
and DAVID HELUER 

A year-long inquiry by MBs into 
the City’s leading financial 
watchdogs, including foe Stock 
Exchange and the Securities and 


Investments Board, looks set to 
cause uproar among those who 
want foe City reformed. 

Details beginning to emerge 
ahead of foe report’s publica- 
tion next week, indicate that the 
majority of MPs on foe Com- 
mons Treasury and GvD Service 
Select Committee want the City 
left largely unchanged. 

Members of foe committee 
are believed to have rejected 
proposals to bring all self- 
regulatory bodies under a sin- 


gle government-controlled 
body. There is already a row be- 
tween Tory and Labour mem- 
bers - a labour proposal for an 
immediate overhaul was voted 
down earlier this week. 

One member said the report, 
finally agreed on Monday, 
would be “disappointing”. 
Some members are believeato 
be preparing an addendum to 
the main report that more 
closely reflects their views. The 
select committee inquiry into 
foe regulatory system follows a 
succession of financial scan- 
dals that have rocked foe City. 

Last year, the SIB found that 
up to 1.5 millioa investors may 
have been wrongly advised to 
switch out of company pensions 


and into private ones. Com- 
pensating them could cost bil- 
lions of pounds. 

In February, Barings, one of 
Britain’s oldest merdumt banks, 
coDapsed with debts of £800m 
following foe activities in Sin- 
gapore of Nick Leeson, a for- 
mer futures trader. 

One source said yesterday: 
“Clearly there are problens 
with the present system which 
have to be looked at, indnding 
foe problem of competition be- 
tween different regulators, but 
we do not recommend that 
they should be folded into one 
at this stage. If foe present sys- 
tem does not work there will 
have to be a rethink." 

Another MP added: “I think 


there has been agreement 
among all foe members that a 
lot of foe regulatory system 
has been moving away from self- 
regulation to a more formalised 
structure anyway. Whatwe are 
in favour of is a move towards 
a more united system, whkh has 
some statutory backing, under 
a common umbrella. But what 
we are also keenly aware of is 
that we do not want to damage 
foe City’s ability to generate 
more business. Nor do we want 
to damage its reputation.” . 

The MPS have already de- 
cided to reopen their inquiries 
into foe collapse of Barings 
and the rote of tne Bank of Eng- 
land m this d£b£cle. They hope 
to begin their inquiry next year. 


Owen to bowl for Middlesex 


NIGEL COPE 

Lord Owen, foe former Bosn- 
ian peacemaker, and Sir David 
Alliance, the Middle Eastern 
6xnigr6 who chairs Coats Viyel- 
la, have joined forces in a new 
corporate adventure. 

The former SDP leader was 
appomted as chairman of Mid- 
dlesex Holding, a tmy miner- 
al trading group with interests 
in the former Soviet Union. 

He replaces Phil Frimnnrk, the 
former cricketer, who chaired the 
grtwp for the past three years. Mr 
Edmonds, who enjoyed a suc- 


cessful career as a Middlesex 
and England off-spinner, will 
remain on foe Middlesex board 
as a director until stepping 
down from foe board at the 
company's annual meeting in 
June. 

He yesterday raised £850,000 
when he sold 10 million shares 
in the company. He will retain 
5 million stores. The shares rose 
from 8.25p to 9p yesterday. 

Sir David also became in- 
volved when he formed a part- 
nership with foe company to 
export steel products world- 
wide from far-flung parts of the 


former Soviet empire. 

It is Lord Owen’s first exec- 
utive directorship of a public 
company since he stepped down 
in the summer as the European 
Union’s, peace negotiator in 
Bosnia- Last year, ne was ap- 
pointed as a non-executive di- 
rector of Coats Viyella, Sir 
David's textiles group, where he 
is paid £20,000 a year. 

- At Middlesex he will be a 
part-time executive chairman on 
a salary of £50,000 a year.He 
will also be awarded .10 million 
foare options. It is not dear how 
many days a week Lord Owen 



Phil Edmonds: to step down 
as Middlesex chairman 


Watchdog storm, 
on gas contracts 


r 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Clare Spottiswoode, the gas 
industry watchdog. Has dashed 
with the Government overlong 
term contracts between British 
Gas and North Sea producers, 
which are forcing foe company 
to boy much more gas than it 
can sell. 

Ms Spottiswoode has an- 
gered ministers and sent the 
company’s shares plummeting 
by wamiDg publicly that British 
Gas’s financial position is “not 
obviously secure”. 

A senior Whitehall source ac- 
cused the regulate of “drama- 
tiring the problem in a way 
which will not help the indus- 
try”. He said: “There is ab- 
solutely nothing new in the 
issue of the contracts. What she 
has done is to give it a promi- 
nence that makes it appear to 
come out of the blue. I do not 
think it wiD do the reputation 
of the regulator any good.” 

.Tim Eggar, Minister for En- 
ergy and Industry, said last 
night: “We have known about 
foe importance of this issue for 
many months. In my view it is 
in foe interests of both British 
Gas and the producers to rene- 
gotiate. I hare already made it 
dear it is better for this to be 
settled commercially, but in, or 
the Department of Trade and 


Industry, can help as a facilita- 
tor we will be happy to do so.” 

He declined to comment on 
Ms Spottiswoode’s warning, 
saying that the independence of 
the watchdog must not be com- 
promised. Although Ofgas has 
no formal jurisdiction over foe 
contracts, she has a duty to be 
concerned about the financial 
standing of foe company. 

British Gras shares fell by 
lip to 2363p after foe com- 
ments by the watchdog. But the 
company, which declined to 
comment, is privately pleased 
for foe problem to be aired. 
Cedric Brown, chief executive, 
recently called for more gov- 
ernment support in renegotiat- 
ing the contracts in the free of 
tough resistance from foe pro- 
ducers. Bui foe DTI insists that 
“direct" intervention is out of 
the question. 

The contracts — largely en- 
tered into when British Gas was 
still a monopoly- will ty the end 
of this year have forced the com- 
pany to buy about £700m worth 
ofgas it cannotyei selL One City 
analyst said foe sum could reach 
£l-3bn within four years. 

The price paid by British 
Gas under tne contracts is 
about fwire that which rivals can 
achieve on foe spot market, 
which has enabled competitors 
to win marfceL share in foe in- 
dustrial and commercial market. 
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Grid pulled from the privatisation wreckage 


‘It was only the threat 
of a windfall profits 
tax that beat Hanson 
and the Americans 
into submission' 


•W 0unt! 

f *ule ‘win 


_ . - — v«m uuuuuu ui uic lxauonai 

S™. Barring another hiccup, the shares 
siXJmabe^tradingonllDecember.Xfaiiy- 
one«n take the credit for this, it sTim Eggp, 
tne Energy Minister. Without him, it almost 
certainly wouldn’t have happened at alL 

By the end, at least half the Rees were 
opposed, some more vehemently than others. 
It was not always thus. Or iginally , there was 
virtual unanimity of support. That, however, 
was at a time when the Rees anticipated some 
Benefit to themselves in terms of a substan- 
tial cash windfall It soon evaporated. 

Indeed, some of the newcomers to . the 
mdusxy, Hanson and Southern Electric of the 
US, thought the rewards of flotation to them- 
selves so poor that theywithdrew support and 
became obstructive. They, used die complex 
negotiations over detail as a way of promot- 
ing their own objections in principle, lb 
Hinson and the Americans, the idea that the 
Government should decide what they should 
do with an important asset was anathema. It 
was only the threat of a windfall profits tax that 
beat tbm into submission. 

For its part, the Government secures on 
behalf of the consumer a £50 per bifl rebate, 
thus mztigatiug some of the criticism it has 
encountered for failing to realise the value 


of the NatkmalGiid when the Rees were pri- 
vatised.- This is hardly going to save a gov- 
ernment as unpopular as this one, but at leas 
| Mr Bggar has salvaged something from the 
electoral wreckage of privatisation policy. 

An accounting standard 
for the Eighties 

T he publication of the Accounting Stan- 
dards Boaitfs latest pronouncement -on 
“related party transactions” -comes with the 
definite sound of stable doors crashing shut 
after the horse bas bolted. This is a standard 
aimed at executives and managers with a ten- 
dency to muddle their own private financial 
affairs with those of the publicly quoted com- 
panies they wort for. while it does stifl hap- 
pen, the mam offenders passed away with 
the 1980s. The push for action came not so 
much fr o m accountants— who with so much 
u nfinish ed business on matters such as 
goodwill, deferred taxation and fixed assets, 
have bigger fish lo fiy - as the Department 
of Thade and In dusty, which wants more 
done to combat fraud. 

Like the ASB itself, the new standard bas 
clear roots in the corporate collapses of the 
early 1980s. The idea is to e xpose not only 
the links between public ana private busi- 


nesses but also the specific detail of those 
links - house purchases, relocation expenses 
and other possibly suspect transactions 
between companies and their executives. In 
die words of ASB chairman Sir David 
Tweedie, “It is not enough to k»k at the pup- 
pets; users need to see the strings and know 
who is pulling them.” 

Now that financial engineerin g is out of 
fashion and companies appear more inclined 
to abide by the law as handed down by the 
no-nonsense Sir David and his ASB col- 
leagues, it is tempting to think there is no 
need for this sort of thing. But the standard 
is not merely backward-looking, limes 
change and if there is a repeat of those con- 
ditions, FRS8 could prove an added bulwark 
against' company directors who have diffi- 
culty defining where their own and share- 
holders' interests begin and end. 

The problems, though, will come with try- 
ing to implement it The lack of any stan- 
dard in this area until now is testament to 
its complexity, and auditors and compaity 
officers grappling with it will find themselves 
dealing with a multitude of definitions. Not 
the least of their difficulties will be decid- 
ing which transactions should be covered, 
since the standard extends the group of peo- 
ple involved from directors to “key man- . 
agement”. It also says the test of disclosure 


will be materiality to the individual rather 
than the compaity. Judgement is obviously 
going to be the order of the day. 

Fresh breeze 
at the Bank 

T Toward Davies has wasted little time in 
jLlmtroducmg his experience of modern 
management techniques to traditionalists at 
the Bank of England. Mr “Call me Howard” 
Davies has spent a large part of his early 
weeks as Deputy Govsnar dropping in unan- 
nounced on staff to have achat about their 
concerns. 

Nothing like tins ever did any harm but 
the Bank's well-known morale problem 
runs too deep for the classic techniques of 
hired-in management consultants. The series 
of presentations to Bank staff which started 
on Monday, and the working parties they 
have created, are no kind of solution. 

The root of the problem is the tougher 
demands now being pat on the Rank and its 
staft These stem both from the Bank's more 
important role in monetary policy - which 
has been more difficult than anticipated 
since the Chancellor disagreed with the Gov- 
ernor in May - and the need to meet any 
post-Barings and BCC1 concerns about the 


Bank's supervisory abilities. It is a big task 
- more so because it coincides with funda- 
mental reorganisation and big job cuts. 

The restructuring, launched tty Mr 
Davies's predecessor, Rupert Pennant- Rea. 
18 months ago, has divided the Bank into 
sheep and goats - monetary policy-makers 
and supervisors. The supervisory goals do 
not feel good about the herding of high-fliers 
into the monetary arm. 

In addition, layers of hierarchy have been 
removed so that promotion jprbspe cis have 
vanished. Treasury restrictions mean the 
Rank cannot use big pay rises to improve 
effort and morale. Luring outride recruits on 
higher salaries sallowed, but it is obviously 
divisive. In the past the Bonk has been able 
to count on the public service ethos of its 
generally loyal staff to overcome some of 
these problems. But as the enthusiastic 
amateur gives way to the thrusting young 
professional, loyalty becomes harder to rely 
on. Such axe the penalties of modernisation. 

Sense of public service will diminish with 
the increase of the harsh facts of modem 
business life. This is the conundrum Mr 
Davies needs to tackle. It is in the Bank’s 

interest if he can take hs modernisation dose 
to completion before a new Labour gov- 
ernment decides it has better ideas about 
how to reform the Bank of England. 


Direct Line chief 
- w agrees to stay 
1 with Royal Bank 


Freshfields appoints top partner 
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JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Peter Wood, the man who cre- 
ated the Direct Line phone in- 
surance success story and who 
was bought out by its owners 
Royal Bank of Scotland for 
£21m last year, has had his con- 
tract extended with the bank for 
a further two years. 

The Direct Line advert fea- 
turing the red telephone on 
wheels could soon cross the 
Atlantic in anew US direct in- 
surance venture from Mr Wood, 
who was yesterday given Royal 
Bank’s blessing for the project 

Royal Rank said Mr Wood 
“will be permitted to invest, to- 
gether with a number of other 
associates, in a new US com- 
pany which will engage in the 
direct selling of motor and 
household insurance in the 
USA. Canada and Mexico”. ; 

Sources dose to Royal Bank, 
said Mr WokW, who ttum&edi 
the ’DnwxLavi'phone ThSutante ■ 
arm and Ws^tktorirt out lari 
year, approached the bank re- 
cently with Ins proporiil to re- 
peat this success in America. He 
is linking with American insur- 
er Plymouth Rock, an East 
Coast company dealing in fire, 
accident and life insurance, 
and has other investors in line. 

Amid the bid speculation sur- 
rounding Royal Bank, it has 
been suggested that a potential 
defence could have been the 
threat that Mr Wood would walk 
in the event of a hostile offer. 

It is uddprstood that Royal 
Bank; and in particular its cmef 
executive, George Mathewson, 
were keen to retain Mr Wood’s 
services, but not for that rea- 
sons. He has been the subject 
of intense press speculation in 


Anthony Salz, bead of the cor- 
porate department at FVesh- 
fields, the international law 
firm, is to become the firm's se- 
nior partner when John Grieves 
retires on 1 May next year. 

Mr Salz, 45, who was a key 
witness in the Guinness trial 
topped a recent league of merg- 
ers and acquisitions lawyers in 
Legal Business ' magazine, 
prompting one observer to say: 
“He is M&A at Freshfields. 


He’s so good that he puts real- 
ly good people in the shade.” 
Tim Freshwater, corporate 
partner at rival firm Slaughter 
& May, said: “He is ... one of 
the leading corporate finance 
lawyers in the City ... not only 
well-regarded but well-liked.” 
Among the deals in which Mr 
Salz has played important roles 
are SnuthKUne Beckman’s 
merger with Beecham, the deal 
between Reed International 


and Elsevier, and the proposed 
merger between TSB and 
Lloyds Bank. 

Tb enable him to continue to 
devote time to clients, Alan 
Peck, the firm’s managing part- 
ner and another specialist in 
mergers and acquisitions and 
share issues, will become chief 
executive. Ian Terry, a partner 
specialising in commercial liti- 
gation and arbitration, is ap- 
pointed managing partner. 


Mr Salz, a graduate of Exeter 
University, qualified as a solic- 
itor in 1974. Joining Fresh- 
fields in 1975, he then spent a 
year with the US firm Davis 
Polk & Wardwcll before be- 
coming a partner in 1980. 

Freshfields, where Mr 
Grieves has been the senior 
partner since May 1990, Iras 153 
partners and more than 600 oth- 
er lawyers in 14 offices around 
the world. 



Anthony Salz: mergers and 
acquisitions specialist 
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tp Wood wfil invest In a new. company 
“the US, Canada and Mexico - 


tike last we^fmtirflrig*festioos 
that he wtfifldleave the bank if 
it was taken rivtir:' : 

HewOtaemain a mam board 
(firector of the bank and boss of 
Direct Lme^ wiffi a new contract 
reflecting the time he wffl spend 

in tiie uatfSff *as bought out 
of Ins original Direct Line bonus 
agreement by Royal Bank last 
year for a total- of £21m and 
given a £350,000 salary. 

Royal Bank is prevented 
from holding more than 5 per 
cent of the new venture’s 
equity because it already owns 
a US retail hank, Citizens Fi- 
nancial and US rules limit 


bank ownership of . insurers tb 
that figure. 

This has prompted analysts to 
speculate that Royal Bank may 
sell Citizens and invest heavily in 
Mr Wood's pan-American ven- 
ture. Royal Bank said yesterday 
that Gtizens was not connected 
to Mr Wood’s latest move. 

This particular rumour did 
not affect Royal Bank’s share 
price, however, which remained 
unchanged at 5I7p. 

George Mathewson yesterday 
said the agreement hammered 
out with Mr Wood “shows he 
wants to stay with Royal Bank 
for at least another three years”. 




Grid director to give 
his windfall to charity 


BUSWESS BANKING CHARGES’ 




MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

At least one director of the Na- 
tional Grid Company plans to 


give the special dividend he gets 
; from the stock market flotation 
■ of the distribution company to 
! charity. The move follows po- 
litical pressure and calls by two 

• electnaty companies for Grid 
; directcas to forgo thrir windfeH. 
' John Uttley, finance ffirector, 
- said he would give the £60,000 
j. dividend from bis shares to 
I charily after paying tax. Butoth- 
j er directors, including the chair- 
-man, David Jefferies, who gains 
about £330,000, declined to say 
t what they will do with their 
Tr windfall. 

ftie £3.5bn flotation of the 


National Grid will go ahead on 
11 December after payment of 
the £S725m special dividend to 
esfcriwg shareholders — mainly 
the 12 regional electricty com- 
panies in England and Wales. 

The regional firms are also 
expected to gain about £300m 
from the Grid's generation arm, 
which will be hived off in ad- 
vance of the float. 

The wave of electricity take- 
overs means that less than half 
of the shares in the Grid will be 
listed initially, with six region- 
al firms tint have been taken 
over or are the subject of bids 
hfiMing bade. But the Goveip- 
ruent, which retains a special 
share, bas demanded that those 
six companies or their new 
owners reduce their stake to 1 


pea- cent within ayear. Until they 
sell the voting ngfatswillin any 
case be limited to 1 per cent. 

The restrictions in voting 
rights reflect the Government's 
determination that the Grid 
should be seen to be 
independent Details of the 
flotation show that the Grid wifl 
pay a dividend of £1 75m in the 
year to 31 March 19%. net of 
any tax credit, rising to £190m 
the following year. The new 
company wifl be known as Na- 
tional Grid Group. 

Separalefyftenxrgedthatthe 
nuclear industry, which is soon 
to be privatised and known 3S 
British Energy, could be sold off 
with up to £4bn of liabilities in 
its balance sheet 

Comment above 
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Standard seeks savings deal 


Nfcocum 

. Standar d Life, the UK s largest 

;• mutual life company, is consid- 

' «ing bunching a dK^-tcrmsav- 

j. mgs account to help stem part 
► :Otits annual £30flm dram when 
! obBcyhoiders’ fends mature. 

Thu link-up would be 
■'through Bank of Scotland, with 


service offering building society- 
^TsavS^ accounts and 
mortgages. . 


i .wtiie&otnd&rd Life also hopes 
■ to develop -a personal loans 
laerricefiar 8s cfienis. 

£ The Scotfeh insurer’s move 
, Abuses as Prudential one of its 


a telephone banking 


Other leading makers are oe- 
Keved to be considering lh*^ps 
with existing tanks or building 
societies. Under this scheme the 

insurer gives its name to an ac- 
count 'and markets Jt but it 
continues lobe administered tty 
the other institution. 

Both tile Pro and Standard 
Life are hoping lo feeptiieir 
haiufe on some of the fumfc they 
are forced to pay out annualty 
laxu year the life insurance m-. 
dustiy paid out more than 


£13bn on maturing life policies. 

A Standard Life spokes- 
woman would not comment cm 
any possible account launches. 
She also dismissed suggestions 
that the company might in- 
crease its 33 pCT cent stake in 
Bank of Scotland in order to 
challenge the Pro head-on. 

But it is understood that the 
new account under considera- 
tion would target policyholders 
who are undecided as to where 
they want to place their money 
in the longterm. Standard Life 
would offer rales of interest that 
compare with building societies. 
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the I V E S T _\ 1 EXT C O L U M N 
Edited Tom Stevenson 


Smiths remains pick of the bunch 


There was understandable caution in 
the run-up to Smiths Industries’ figures 
yesterday, following disappointing per- 
formances from a number of the en- 
gineer’s peers. Not Smiths, however, 
which reported another set of solid re- 
sults and justified our comment last 
April that it was the pick of the bunch 

in the areas of aerospace, medical 
equipment and industrial products. 

Profits and margins grew in all 
three areas, no mean feat given the 
troubles in the aerospace industry 
that have led firms such as Lucas to 
scale back operations. Pre-tax profits 
up 17 per cent to £138m - on turnover 
also up 17 per cent at £899m - were 
slightly above forecasts and were ac- 
companied by an encouraging confi- 
dence about the future. 

Star performer was the medical di- 
vision, which contributed 45 per cent 
of Smiths’ operating profits and has the 
capacity to grow still further. Smiths' 
£135m purchase last year of US med- 
ical operation Deliec - part of £3 90m 
spent in the past three years - has not 
diluted ear ning s as feared and margins 
in the division remain stable. Any fur- 
ther purchases are likely to be made 
in this area, and Smiths is unconcerned 
about US healthcare reforms. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, the industrial 
businesses abn advanced rapidly, mak- 
ing profits 34 percent ahead at £37.6m 
on sales of £249. 7m. A lot of this prof- 
it was bought through acquisitions, al- 
though Smiths says 10 per cent of the 
profits rise was from existing busi- 
nesses. While recent acquisitions have 
yet to make a full impact, however, the 
rate of growth at the industrial division 
can be expected to slow in line with 
general economic conditions. 

The aerospace businesses also invite 
caution in the short term. On the mil- 
itary side the company is doing well, 
and recent contracts by the UK and 
Dutch governments for Westland's 
Apache helicopters mean orders for 
Smiths’ electronic hardware. Bnt on the 
civil side, which accounts for 40 per 
cent of turnover, thin gs are not so pos- 
itive: 1996 will be the nadir for the 
building of dvil airlines, with a pick- 
up for the industry from 1997. And US 
pianemaker Boeing, to which Smiths 
is a big supplier, is going through pro- 
tracted industrial action and may soon 
start cutting production. 

Smiths is strong enough to weather 
such hiccups, although investors should 
perhaps hold back i in til [he picture be- 
comes dearer. Pre-tax profit fore- 
casts for this year are around £155m. 


with 35p of earnings. A prospective 
price/eammgs ratio of 17 reflects a 
solid and well managed company 
knocking on the door ofthe Footsie in- 
dex, but it doesn't leave much room for 
disappointment 

WPP reassures 

the doubters 


A respectable 8 per cent growth in rev- 
enues in the first three quarters of 1995 
wfl] soothe WPP shareholders who 
doubted highly-paid chairman Martin 
Sorrell and his turnaround strategy. 

Th anks to strong growth in the US 
and UK advertising sectors, the inte- 
grated ad and market services holding 
company managed to add sales even 
as it cut debt - by 20 per cent in the 
period. Moreover, revenue growth 

But what abouf 

tising companies are notoriously sub- 
ject to economic cycles, riding the 
booms and pl unging with the busts. 
Could WPP be in for a fall? Probably 
noL It is far more reliant than some 


competitors on marketing services, 
public relations and the like. Activities 
such as direct marketing, promotion 
and other services, which represent 
about 40 per cent of revenues and 
about 30 per cent of operating profits, 
are less vulnerable to the ups and 
downs of economic cydcs. 

That provides some protection, but 
even the more volatile advertising 
business b betting that governments in 
the key markets of the US and the UK 
will not allow their economies to slow 
down too dramatically In the lead-up 
to elections. 

Even if the markets don't help, Mr 
Sorrell reckons WFP is firing on only 
three of four cylinders, and wants to 
see improvements in the performance 
of the public relations arm. Hill & 
Knowlton. Progress there, as wefl as fur- 
ther growth in market share in the US 
and UK advertising markets, could add 
another 1 percentage point to margins. 

The third quarter’s new business 
looked good. Ogihy & Mather took on 
a $50m account from Kodak and an- 
other $45m from Cheesborough 
Pond’s. In the UK. J Walter Thomp- 
son won business from Stena Scalink, 
the cross-Channel ferry operator. 


Earnings forthe full year could eas- 
ily hit £1 10m, or about 9p a share, for 
a price-carnings multiple of about 17 
at last night’s unchanged dose of 
154p. Pricey, but probably sustainable, 
if 1996 is as good as predicted. 

Little cheer at 

Enterprise Inns 


Smiths Industries : at a glance 


price 5BDp 
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Inns over the past few weeks basl 
convincing institutions that it is any- 
thing more than a rather dull rent col- 
lector and beer wholesaler. Judging by 
the price it has achieved for its £41m 
share placing, it can feel pretty pleased 
with us presentational skills - In- 
vestors would demand more than a 5 .5 
per cent yield if they could really see 
no growth in earnings or income. 

Kit the fact remains that Enterprise’s 
end of the pub-owning market, 486 ten- 
ancies in the Midlands, North-west and 
Yorkshire, lacks the glamour of the suc- 
cessful managed piib groups such as JD 
Wetberspoon, Regent Inns and the lat- 
est entrant, Tom Cobleigh- 

Although Ted Tuppen, chief execu- 
tive, describes the business as a retail 
partnership with the pubs’ landlords, 
in reality it enjoys only a 5 5 per cent 
yield on its £K4.2m property portfolio 
and a margin on the beer it ties its ten- 
ants into buying. 

Coming to the market wiD ease some 
of Enterprise's challenges, wiping out 
£12m of mezzanine debt which, at 8 per 
cent over base rates, is a miserable way 
to have to raise finance. Arguably it 
should have tried to raise more, re- 
ducing gearing below 50 per cent and 
giving it a fair chance of leveraging the 
shareholder return from subsequent ac- 
quisitions. 

Without that, it is a little difficult to 
see where the growth will come from 
to justify a payout that, while attrac- 
tively above the market average of un- 
der 4 per cent, compares unfavourably 
with the yield offered by a host of sqBd, 
but out-of-favour. Footsie companies. 
A prospective price/earnings ratio of 
nine is cheap but appropriate. 

Interest from private clients, who 
have a daira on 20 per cent of the £41m 
firm placing, is reported to be strong, 
so the issue is unlikely to be a flop. But 
anyone expecting a repeat of the 
sparkling share prK£ performance en- 
joyed by Wetherepoon and Regent will 
be disappointed. 


S i m o n P i n c o m be C I T \ D 1 i 



into the property world 


Not content with his vampire 
role in the forthcoming BBC 
horror movie. Lord Gowrie 
has embraced another night- 
mare - the shadowy world of 
property. The former Arts 
Minister and unpaid chair- 
man of the Arts Council has 
taken the Martin Landau 
shitting and signed on as the 
£25,G0G-a-year non-executive 
chairman of Development 
Securities. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
ends a seven-month search 
for a public figurehead to re- 
vive the fortunes of the group. 
In spite of some high-profile 
deals - last week the company 
was chosen to redevelop the 1 
old MI5 headquarters at No 1 
Cuzzon Street - shareholders 
have remained a largely dis- 
gruntled bunch. 

The share price rocketed 
two years ago when Mr Lan- 
dau, a 1980s wheeler-dealer 
who rode out the recession 
in Monaco, returned to take 
control. But the man who 
once cost the Church Com- 
missioners a fortune in a 
speculative development in 
Kent failed to deliver the 
fireworks. The shares have 
headed south ever since.' 

What Lord Gowrie can do 
remains unclear. He has no 
experience in property and 
the appointment of a former 
government minister to the 
board is not always a good 
omen. Witness Lord Lawson 
at GPA, the aircraft leasing 
company. Lord Tbbbit at 
BEX and Lord Gowrie him- 
self at Ladbroke, where he is 
a non-executive director. 

With this in mind the ' 
shares responded with a L5p 
rise before settling firmly 
back in the groove at 141.5p. 



Lord Gowrie: In for a nightmare? 


Photograph: Reuter 


A nasty moment for Sir 
Nicholas Henderson at the 
Lloyd’s Bank British Fashion 
Awards cat Tuesday night, 
where he nearly became part 
of the show. Arriving late, 
the former diplomat and 
company director sneaked in 
a side entrance - only to be 
confronted by a battalion of 
half-naked Galliano models, 
who swept him inexorably to- 
wards the stage. 

He was last seen ducking 
and diving against a tide of 
flesh. 

Hie decision by the Italian 
parliament to prevent mobile 
telephone reception in the 
chamber by erecting .a signal 
deflector over the building 
has prompted raised eye- 
brows from European ser- 
vice providers. There is 
concern that the move could 
set a precedent that will 


The long trek from Teddmgton to central London (two boors 
if yon are lochy) has finally proved too much for Greg Dyke, 
chief executive of Pearson Television, who has now gwivaiidy 
declared the old Humes TV studios to be no longer suitable 
as a corporate headquarters. 

The man who gave the country Roland Rat is looking for a 
temporary London base so that he may eqjoy better access to 
his City and Soho contacts. Longer term the plan is to sell 
the Thames TV studio and move the whole operation closer to 
the action. 


eventually limit market 
growth. 

The Italians ore passionate 
about their mobile phones. 
The contraptions are still 
seen as status symbols - even 
though Telecom Italia bas the 
largest subscriber base in Eu- 
rope. That said, the quality of 
parliamentary debate was be- 
ing jeopardised, with MPs 
constantly on the blower. 

Will wc shortly see signal 
deflectors in the UK? Over 
Buckingham Palace perhaps? 
Vodafone does not think so. 
“The Italians do knre to chau" 
said a spokeswoman. “The 
British are more sensible." 

The fall from the Labour 
front bench of Martin 
O'Neill does not necessarily 
herald a quieter time for the 
former energy spokesman. 

Mr O' Neill is tipped as the 
next chairman of the Trade 
and Industry Select Commit- 
tee when Richard Caborn 
steps down. Mr Cabom’s 
stint at the committee is end- 
ing because he has been pro- 
moted to the front-bench 
team. 

With the investigation into 
nuclear privatisation just be- 
ginning, Mr O'Neill will be 
in for a baptism of fire. 


■p ver since Jacques Chirac be- 
JE/came French president in 
May, it was clear that the 10- 
year-old commitment to the 
franc fort would be tested. The 
policy of tying the franc to the 
German mark through hell and 
high water was simply incon- 
sistent with the absolute prior- 
ity he gave in the election 
campaign to reducing unem- 
ployment. 

Round one of the battle be- 
tween the new government and 
the foreign exchange markets 
went to the Banque de France. 
The pessimists wno predicted an 
immediate devaluation of the 
franc were confounded. In- 
stead the French central bank 
was able to ease interest rates 
down over the summer against 
a background of an appreciat- 
ing franc. 

Round two has just as dear- 
ly gone to the “gnomes of 
London”. The run on the franc 
earlier this month forced the 
central bank to push up short- 
term interest rates, which fed 
through to bank lending rates 
last week. 

Now the third and probably 
decisive round of the battle is 
cm the verge of being joined As 
in earlier European exchange- 

IfGhiracisto 
create new jobs 
monetary policy 
has to relax 


rate crises, the first exchange of 
fire has occurred over a 
peripheral currency, in this case 
the Italian lira. Silvio Berlus- 
coni’s tabling of a no-confi- 
dence motion in Lamberto 
Dini’s administration bas been 
upstaged tw a resounding vote 
of no confidence by the currenqr 
markets. 

Before long, they will switch 
attention again to the French 
franc. Neil MacKinnon, cur- 
rency strategist at Citibank, 
now projects a fail fa the franc 
to 3.75-3.80 to the mark with- 
in the next couple of months. 
Other economists, like those at 
Paribas, predict a more modest 
fall to 3.60 Ity the end of the 
year. 

Yet there is no consensus 
among economists that the 
franc is overvalued Ur 



ECONOMIC VIEW 
PAUL WALLACE 


Stem test lying 
round the comer 
far Trane fart’ 


that the franc is fair value. The 
pound has depredated by some 
20 per cent against the franc 
since Britain exited the ex- 
change rate mechanism three 
years ago. 

However, since then unit 
labour costs in manufacturing 
have fallen by 5 per cent in 
France while they have risen tty 
about 3 per cent in Britain. If 
you accept that the pound was 
overvalued by about 10 per 
cent when Britain was in the 
ERM, that suggests that the 
franc is about where it should 
be against the pound 

The case for the sceptics is 
that the apparent health of the 
current account is misleading: 
it indurates a slackness of do- 
mestic demand. The franc is in- 
disputably stronger against the 
peripheral currencies, com- 
pared with the position three 
years ago. 

The strength is most palpa- 
ble against the Italian lira - 
something that matters, given 
the fact that Italy is France’s sec- 
ond most important trading 
partner. 

On balance, the case of those 
who argue that the franc is over- 
valued, certainly against the 
peripheral currencies, seems 
more convincing. As British 
tourists have found out the 
hard wray this year, France is a 
very expensive country to visit 
nowadays - something that 
matters, given the significance 
of tourism to the economy. 

And given the extent of the 
unemployment problem, what 
France may now need as Julian 


Jessop, European economist at 
HSBC Markets, has observed, 
is an undervalued currency. 

Bui in large measure the de- 
bate over the underlying value 
of the franc is neither here nor 
there. For the real misalignment 
that is hampering the Freeh 
economy is of interest rates 
rather than exchange rates. 

With inflation at around 2 per 
cent, bank lending rates of over 
8 per cent are simply too high. 
Short-term interest rates are 
3 J5 points higher than those in 
Germany and long-term rates 
1 point higher. Bear in mind that 
the French economy emerged 
out of recession more than a year 
after the UK, so it is still only in 
its second year of recovery. 

Yet already that recovery is 
flagging. At the end of Last 
year the economy was bound- 
ing along at about 4 per cent. 
Thar expansion tapered off to 
2^ per cent in the second quar- 
ter and appears to be slowing 
still further. 

The crunch point is the effect 
of that deceleration on unem- 
ployment. When the economy 
was rattling along, the jobless 
count was falling quite quickly. 
Now that the recovery is slow- 
ing down, the prospects for 
making continuing inroads into 
unemployment - still 11.4 per 
cent - look bleak. 

And yet, when campaigning, 
Jacques Chirac pledged to make 
unemployment the absolute pri- 
ority. The social tensions earned 
by the continuing blight of job- 
lessness mean that the campaign 
pledge remains serious. 


Earlier this month, the in- 
dustry minister, Yves Gotland, 
said that if something were not 
done about unemployment and 
poverty, France could face an 
upheaval similar to the riots of 
May 1968. 

Few doubt that France has to 
tackle some of the structural 
reasons that account for high 
unemployment - such as ex- 
cessive social security costs for 
employers and a minimum 
wage that is set too high, par- 
ticularly for young people. But 
for structural read long-term - 
and as Keynes observed, in the 
long run we are dead. In Lhe 
short to medium term the best 
cure for unemployment is 
strong growth. 

If the French government is 
to meet its objective of 700,000 
new jobs by the end of next year, 
monetaiy polity has to be re- 
laxed. This is all the more so 
since fiscal policy is being tight- 
ened as part of the plan to con- 
form with the Maastricht 
convergence criteria. 

At 5 per cent of GDP, 
France's budget deficit is far re- 
moved from the 3 per cent 
level which the Germans are in- 
sisting must be observed to the 
letter of the law by 1997 if 


Something has 
to give -that is 
the message of 
the markets 


Upbeat VW back in the black 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Volkswagen, Europe’s largest 
car maker, pointed to continu- 
ing recovery in the motor in- 
dustry by reporting better-than- 
expected earnings for the first 
nine months. 

Net profits of DM 185m 
(£85m) compared with a 
DM73m loss last time. Ferdi- 
nand Pitch, the chairman, was 
upbeat about the future. 

Sales for the period totalled 
DM65.209bn, up 10.9 per cent 


from DM58.8bn a year earlier, 
while global deliveries totalled 
2-66 million vehicles, up 6.4 per 
cent from 25 million. 

Mr Piech, who at the Frank- 
furt Motor Show in September 
forecast that full-year profits 
would be slightly up, was more 
bullish yesterday, saying they 
would be “noticeably better”. 
Last year’s annual profit was 
DM150m. 

Volkswagen, which has about 
16.9 per cent of the European 
car market and 6.4 per cent in 


the US, had beep hit by indus- 
trial disputes by the powerful 
IG Metall union. 

The workers have won sig- 
nificant concessions, including 
a shorter working week, which 
caused concern among some 
German politicians and busi- 
ness leaders. 

Mr Piech said the results 
were “all the more impressive 
for being influenced by the 
production shortfall in con- 
nection with this year’s wage ne- 
gotiations”. He added that the 


positive trend in earnings con- 
tinued in the third quarter 
both at the group and at the 
parent level 

VW, 20 per cent-owncd by 
Lower Saxony, had resorted to 
short-time working to avoid po- 
litically sensitive large-scale re- 
dundancies. Mr Piech attri- 
buted the upward revision in 
profit forecasts to higher pro- 
duction and unit sales figures, 
and the success of the trans- 
formation process in the group 
and at the parent company. 


Suspended Roxspur 
pleads for more cash 


Trade- weighted exchange rates 


y, officials say that the I 
is fundamentally strong. This 


view is Supported by the fact that 

the economy is running a 
healthy current account surplus 
of about 1 per cent of gross do- 
mestic product. 

Trends in unit labour costs 
suggest that the franc is not 
overvalued against the Ger- 
man mark. Even against weak- 
er currencies like the pound, 
you can make an argument 
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monetary union is to go ahead. 

Here then is the paradox of 
the current stance of French 
economic policy. If France is to 
corae- within hailing distance of 
a 3 per cent budget deficit in just 
two years, strong economic 
growth is essential and this in- 
volves taking off the monetary 
brakes. 

A sim ulation Ity the OECD 
in its recent report on France 
showed that the effect of cutting 
interest rales by 2 per cent 
would be to raise domestic de- 
mand by 1 per cent and cut the 
budget deficit by a similar 
amounLYet that monetary re- 
laxation can only come about if 
the French, abandon the franc 
fort. 

The French have invested 
enormous social and political 
capital in the policy of tether- 
ing the franc to the mark. But 
something has to give - that is 
the message that is coming 
from the markets. The fact that 
the French persevered with the 
policy so assiduously in the 
1980s may be less relevant, 
now that the crucial problem is 
unemployment rather than 
inflation. 

Before long, the franc fart 
could well be tested to break- 
ing point. 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Roxspur, the specialist engi- 
neer, was locked in discussions 
with its main shareholders last 
night, trying to persuade them 
to inject extra capital into tbe 
business following the 
sion of its shares at 6j>p. 
company blamed the ambitious 
acquisition in April of WDs, a 
pumps and valves company four 
times its size and in a much worse 
financial state than expected. 

A statement yesterday said: 
“Following the offer for the 
Wills Group it has become 
clear that the trading position 
of that company when it was ac- 
quired baa deteriorated to a 
level that was substantially 
worse than anticipated. 

‘As a direct result, Roxspur l»s 
beeneaperiemtinga^cxmtimies 
to experience severe short-term 
cash-flow difficulties.” A deal to 
sell one of Wills’ principal trad- 
ing subsidiaries floundered al- 
though it is understood that the 
putative buyer has not with- 
drawn completely. 

Roxspur acquired Wills 
largely to get hold of Platon In- 
ternational. an engineering com- 
pany acquired in a hostile 
takeover in. 1993. The problems 
occurred elsewhere in the WDs 


group. At the time of the deal 
Ian OiTOck, Roxspuris chair- 
man, was heralded as the com- 
pany’s saviour. A former 
divisional head at Racal he had 
been paradrated in by bankers 
who hoped he would build Riox- 
spur up into a large group. 

The result of negotiations 
with shareholders to raise work- 
ing capital for. the troubled 
group will be known tty the end 
of the week and Roxspur is ex- 
pected to return from suspen- 
sion on Monday. At the current 
levd, the shares have lost almost 
three quarters of their value 
over the past year. 

Back in March, with a remit 
to “dramatically enhance" 
prospects over the next two or 
three years, Mr Qrrock said he 
was preparing to “roll up our 
sleeves and get into tbe facto- 
ries and stay there until they are 
going weD”. 

Margins of 5 per cent were 
talked about on the enlarged 
group’s £60m sales thanks to a 
cutting out of duplicated costs 
and growing demand for the 
specialist pumps the company 
supplied to the water and oil in- 
dustries. 

Roxspur raised £1 1.5m via a 
placing and open offer to fund 
the 16p a share partial cash of- 
fer that accompanied the deaL 
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Kingfisher makes a clean breast of plans for recovery ■™ith , iw 


IFPiA 

i? 



Kingfi sher, the struggling re- 
tail group that last week 
ended its long search for a 
chairman with the appoint- 
ment of Sir J ohn Ranham | has 
decided investors should know 
more about its recovery plans. 

This week it held an inv est- 
ment presentation on its Su- 
perdrug off-shoot and is due 
soon to subject its troubled 
Comet electrical chain to the 
same treatment. 

Few corapames-botherwith 
analysts’ presentations if the 
story is au gloom and doom; 


L*. 


were busily traded with the 
price edging ahead to 485p. 

Bat the group is not confining 
its message to die UK, with talk 
of a US roadshow next month 
ahead of a December trading 
statement 

Sir John, former director 
general of the Confederation 
of British Industry, takes over 
next year. The group has been 
without a permanent chairman 


since January when Sir Geof- 
frey Mulcahy switched to chief 
executive. Four directors then 
departed in a boardroom 
shake-up. 

The group’s profits for the 
year to end January tumbled 
from £309 3m to £244j2m. Pre- 
tax profits for the hist half of 
the current year were £74 JSm, 
down from fSS-Xm with the 
group's B&Q do-it-yourself 
operation creating cause for 
concern. 

The shares hit a 1995 high 
of 510p earlier this mouth; a 
long way from their 772p peak 
last year. At the time of the 
boardroom upheaval they were 
down to 389p. 

The rest of the stock market 
experienced another low-vat- 
mne day with the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex closing just 2JS points 
higher at 3,537.8. 

worxies the Bank of Eng- 
land could suffer another gov- 
ernment stocks auction 

li iimilati rtn had already £V8p- . 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


orted by the time it was an- 
nounced that the JE3bn sale was 
comfortably over-subscribed. 
But any euphoria was short- 
lived with New York looking 
jitteiy. 

Cadbury Schweppes was 
subjected to one of its periodic 
bouts of takeover speculation. 
But the excitement soon pe- 
tered out. Reports in Switzer- 
land that NestI6 planned a 
strike briefly lifted the shares 
8p. They dosed unchanged at 


First Leisure Corporation 
was also in the bid frame. 
There was talk Rank Organi- 
sation was keen to take on 
FLCs management and had 
decided die easiest approach 


was to absorb die company. 
John Conlan, FLCs chief ex- 
ecutive, it was argued, could 
emerge as Rank chief execu- 
tive when the present incum- 
bent, Michael Gifford, retires. 
FLC shares, firm this week, 
rose 18p to 346p with Rank 2p 
higher at 418p. 

Meyer International, the 
timber group, also attracted bad 
speculation. The shares rose 
Lip to 355p with rumoured 
predator, Harrisons & Cros- 
Bdd, a shade easier ax 151p. 
On the banking pitch bid gps- 
sip continued to influence with 
Standard Chartered up 15p at 
514p. 

Asda, still engaged in a bat- 
tle to cut prices of certain 


minerals and vitamin prod- 
ucts, edged ahead Q.75p to 
lOOJp. Cnfidit Lyonnais 
baiags Paul Smiddy believes 
AsdaandTtesco,up2pat3Q5p, 
are dxs best mpeimariEfit buys. 
Kwik Save, little changed at 
684p, is resided as a sale. 

British Gas was as unloved 
as its chief executive Cedric 
Brown following the stinging 
comments of industry regula- 
tor daze Spottiswoode; the 
shares slumped lip to 236J5p, 
lowest for three years. 
TUmover approached 21 mfl- 
Kon shares. 

Engineer Glynwed Interna- 
tional put on 4p to 343p as 
Mees Pierson contemplated 
lifting its forecast from £86m 
to around £90m; ASW, a steel 
products group, tumbled 20p 
to 176p with SBC Wubtrrg 


£23m to £12_5m, 

Glaxo WeUcome, meeting 
analysts fn two weeks, rose 25p 
to 8o0p and a United News & 


Media presentation added 6p 
to52Qp. Amstrad, following an 
analyst visit to its Danish op- 
erations, improved 7.5p to 
292L5p. 

Thorn EMI fell 20p to 
l,494p as a large line of stock, 
thought to be around 25 mil- 
lion, sought a home. 

Building and related shares 
attracted a few buyers with 
Wolseky recovering 20p to 
396p and Barrett Develop- 
ments adding 6p to 197p. 

Casket, the cycle maker, 
advanced 0L5p to 75p as the tad 
duly materialised with EFG the 
predator. 

Middlesex, the metals 
group, rose 0.75p to 9p with 
more than 40 million traded. 
Greos International, a maker 
of generators for medical scan- 
ners, made a bright AIM 
ddbiit, touching I29p and clos- 
ing at 109p. Northamber, a 
computer hardware and soft- 
ware distributor, gained an- 
other 14p to 225p. 


□ Unipalm, foe largest UK 
access provider for foe 
Internet international 
computer network, rose Up 
to 44Sp, influenced by US 
haying. The group has 
accepted an offer of around 
450p a share from UUNET 
Technologies of the US, But 
many speculators had 
expected the bid to be aearer 
700p and it is not not 
surprising that talk of a rival 
offer is circulating, a Dutch 
telephone group Is the 
favourite to strike. 

Q Biocompatibles 
International, the 
group where US giant 
Johnson & Johnson has a 
stoke, jumped 29p to 372p as 
the Specsavers chain, with 
more than 300 optical 
branches, said it was 


Ptoclear contact lens. The 
shares were floated at 170p a 
share in April. 
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SHARE PRICE DATA 

Prices are in sttxGng except whan stated. Tic yidd h last year's dividend, grossed up 
by 20 per eem, as a percentage oT the share price. Die pricc/earamga (WE) ratio is (he 
share price divided by last year's earning* per share, excluding exceptional iians. 
Other details: xx El rights a Ex-dividend a Ex-all a Unlisted Securities Market 
* Snfpoided n> tally Paid pm Nil Paid Shard. Soane: Paata. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The Index allows yon lo access real-time share prices by pbooe from Scaq. Simply dial 
0891 123 335, followed by the 4-digit code printed next to each share. Th access the 
latest Samoa] reports (Sal 0891 1233 followed by one of the n*o-digjl cocks below. 
FT-SE 100 - Real- time DO Sterling Rates 64 Privatisation tones 36 

UK Stock Marius Report 01 Bullion Report 15 Whter Shares 39 

UK Company News 02 Wkll St Report 20 Electricity Shanes 40 

Atcigii Bxetango 03 'KAyo Market 21 High Street Banks 41 

Anyone with a tone-dial letepbcuc can nse dm service. Far ■ detailed description of 
The independent Index, including in portfolio facility, phone 0891 123 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline 071 873 4373 (9 JOem - SJOpm). 
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13*4 49 a U 0 tarn 221 IS 
83 * 1 *sB 2 D 4962 TW 75 

Wftl * 1 ftl 125 1 BR 


695 -« 

780 - 19 

23 . 19 


TW #2 14 

S" * *4 

£9*1 o- . 
U0 m3 49 
80 +1 49 

1 J IS 

342 *1 19 
326 +1 Z 3 


WATER 


aa 443 
„ : "** no use 

a» 1621 mfgt MB 

179 1573 T » 
UTM m j 
U9 1820 S am 
nu i7« Zg 
167 1888 S SB 


139 40*1 n Sk 
9W 43« S ^ 
175 14» ^ « 

an w* *4 ” 


SB ► liaSSS * 5,7 

“2 *- U 405 2208 juh. mm 

37 W4 43 141 40M am Su 

jj ■ >301 w w* 

m 3"h 49 149 2313 gT 


>26 f U 

87 *1 43 
64 - 39 

SB »-V 49 
48 +7 79 

a 1 s 

330ft ♦% 29 

202 -1 47 

aso fa 


<85 341 19 

% . s. 

Sriftzt'EO* 
34 - 77 

6C •» > 

■MB - 67 
313 .10 19 ■ 
31 - 33 1 

a ; u: 

IGf » 15 
22l»42 13 • 
75 U- 19 


312 *- 29 

K- ih2 *9 
488 43 29 

464ft 9ft 09 

15 

27 tS • 
111 R-3 29 
IK - 35 
308 * 29 

as -a 
136 .3* 4.7 

60 * 25 

625 a- 25 I 
246 4 U 

66 MftlO 
291ft 46 59 
461 >.1 29 ' 
157 *5 57 


m 1-2 49 : 
60 - m 

483 MlO 79 

186 ,7 37 

ro ft - 17 
n - - : 

ses - 25 

W7 - ID 


639 - 17 

TWO - 11 

485 - 12 


630 - 43 

173 - 42 

473 - 41 


533*419 54 
MS - 15 
BBS *1 56 

511 - 17 

099 4 49 

315 mS 11 
770 *1 69 
344 *1 49 
BSD 41 55 

350 - as 

330 <2 41 
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Lewis draws little comfort 
as Lake gets ‘coffin box’ 


Geoff Lewis got a rotten deal 


The Epsom trainer's Lake Con- 
Eton was drawn 14 of 14iuimeis 
for the Breeders' Cup Sprint on 
Saturday, which shunted his 
chance someway down the road 
to the impossible. 

Local commentators refer, 
rather disparagingly to this 
year’s Sprint as a “crap shoot”, 
as it is generally believed there 

will be considerable bunching at 

the start and an unpredictable 
result Given Lake Csmston'? 
immaturity on a turning (rack 
and his draw, the parking lot at- 
tendants may be nervous folk 
these next two nights. 

Hever Golf Rose, Joe 

harciy been blessed either with 
the 11 stall, and both British, 
horses are going to have to cent- 
er a lot more ground than the 
official six furlongs. The fift y 
though has maintained her po- 
sition in the market while Lake 
Coniston has drifted out to as 
high as 6-1 with Ladbrokes. 
Coral’s Rob Hartnett described 
stall 14 as “a coffin box”. 


Richard Edmondson reports from New 
York where the fancied British runners 
have been left high and dry in the Sprint 


Words fromthe respective 
camps were not overly despon- 
dent as a very low berth is con- 
sidered the worst of all, bat feces 
that competed with the draw 
ceremony itself for length gave 
the game away. The Americans 
certainly know haw to put on a 
draw. 

Over a thonsand guests gatfa- 
ered at Behnom Park yesterday 
morning to be fed and watered 
from a line of silver tureens that 
stretched somewhere into the 
distance. There were televi- 
sion) cameras all over the place, 
celebrities to “puH the pills” and 
lots of people taking the stage 
to thank each other. It was a cel- 
ebration of the art of promotion 
and it became difficult to visu- 
alise Britain’s version of Has ex- 
ercise: Graham Kelly and Bert 
Mftlichip liberating balls from 
a small bag in a spartan studio. 

Naughton hadfoared anoth- 
er contrast when he waved off 


Hever Golf Rose, as New York 
ran be pinch ingly cold at fhk 
time of the year. But the filly 
who worked at Lingfield cm Sat- 
urday walked out to dear skies 
and autumnal warmth at a tree- 
fringed exercise track yesterday 
as a chevron of birds past over- 
head. It was rather fte Tfrigfirid 
really. Hever Golf Rose con- 
tinues to have 30 Toronto ses- 
sions wearing what her trainer 
calls “the magic carpet”, a ther- 
mo-pulse rn g winch trembles 
over the body. 

Her jockey, Jason Weaver, is 
trembling in anticipation and 
has developed a vision of how 
the race will go. In the patois 
erf the sport hoe, the jockey ex- 
pects to see “stalked, duelled 
gamely” the fifty’s namn 
in Monday’s papers. The sur- 
face. Weaver masts, win be no 
problem. “She's really com- 
petitive,” he said “Some hors- 
es are a bit stand-offish when 


the dirt comes flying back but 
she wfil put her ears back and 
digin.” 

For most of the Europeans 
yesterday’s oo-coaise work wag 
more about reconnaissance 
than serious labour. Thmure, the 



Id be expending more en- 


iris breeze, dropping ms work 
rider. The colt was quickly re- 
captured. 

Hailing (who is 3-1 for the 
Classic with Ladbrokes) was 
more typical. He picked his way 
through the deep sand in a 
steady canter and returned with 
dirt flecking his chestnut tail. 
The GodoJphin colt’s great ri- 
val (in the hype leading np to 
the race at least) CSgpr, per- 
formed more emphatically. He 
was given die stimulus of a pony 
to quicken his pulse and con- 
nections are now happy that any 
laziness that was in ms system 
has been forced out 

One of. the team, Simon 
Bray, used to be with Henry 
Cecu in the days when Sheikh 
Mohammed and the trainer 



were bosom buddies. “I 
jumped ship just in time,” he 
observed yesterday. Bray was 
of the era of Old Vic, Indian 
Skimmer and Belmez but he 
believes Cigar belongs on a dif- 
ferent level “This is the best 
horse I have ever been 
around,” he said. 


Bill Mott, Cigar’s trainer, 
has s imilar eulogies for the 
horse and he believes one of his 
rare off-colour performances 
(though he 5tm won) at this 
track m the Jockey Qnb Cup 
two weeks ago was a conse- 
quence of the ground. “Sticky 
gumbo,” he called it. 


HYPERION 

120 Stop Play 320 PancSed In 

150 Mutamanni 3£0 Cuango 

220 Skit Zamayem 420 BARREL OF HOPE (nap) 

250 Dancing Petout 

GOING? Good lo firm. 

STALLS: Stands* side 

DEAW ADVANTAGE: High for Bf sad 6C 

■ Left-hand, on] course: wtti rising ran-ln.; lough, galloping trade. 

■ Racecourse to south-east of town new A34. Eaftirap station Orertiee from 
London, PufafingUm} atfjofau comae. ADMISSION: Members &1 3; TfctsiraaDs 
S8; Stiver Ring S3 (GAPs half price). CAE PAKK: FYee. 


■ LRADIN6 TEACCKRS WTTH XCNNKEfc H Ccdl - 27 wtanOT frean 74 n> 
nen gws a kcccm ndo of 3&6 %«m 1 * lew to i£l lnd slrin of S008; J Sa- 
lop - 21 wtanen, 1 IS ramn, J8.69L -SJS.73; P Cola - 18 wtanos, SO ramos, 
20.6%, +S4.19; BBunon- M tanners, 138 nmaaa, 203%, +U8JJ8- 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori - 30 taia, 153 rides, 19.6%. -£1542; W 
Cum - 29 tana, 167 ri da, 17.4%, 4)887; Pat Eddery- 83 tana, 100 rides, 
23%, -£3046; W 8yu - 22 utos, 170 rides, 124%, 480.26. 

BUNKBBKD FIBST HUE: Vs* New Way (140); Pc’s Cruiser (440). 
WINNBES IN LOST 8BVEN DATS: Barrel of Hope (440) «■ to Newbury cm 
Ttanritt; Wat Xuaayen (24Qioi to Nctaany on Thursday; Meriar Cfaartor 
(440) woe at Dcnaoter on HrVtay. 

LOWG-PICTANCE BPNNBBS: 6rararallliakfiT (340) hrebeai seal 196 mSn 
hyMC Pipe from NtehctMtayae, Perea; WbnlaaaMlete(3Ji0) ha* been rent 
1OT aria lyMSStoinito fan Hqdoa.So«Ha«L 

11.201 RUSHCUFFE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
L=^Lj£4y400 added 2YO Of Penalty VUfcie £3560 

1 511BS5 S0PHJggl3E)t^Ta ^ F faJ WMfo l ta*«97.-Pltalareg 

2 013200 CUNCiBICUB(14Q(Btoo'terikylM UJclaskxi97 — T V ru n 

3 55100 MUUi(2Rn«toirinMIM«uriDMatv95 — 1 Ms 2 

* 503002 HECm0H.Ciq<nF6Mq|DltoaM93 IMlUani 

5 465301 BUT (9)09 [P Rrinman] G Baking 9 2 [7(B) IMmS 

6 6332(4 VBWS nsrpo^nmus Van UaoiaJB Lam B 12— KriBHiqr 4 

7 3SW30 DOUttonMCtaqilHiStoD Maria 89 J9to*p)9 

> . <0590 VKmrvMrnmca(iMtM9JS0Mi«88 jnmm«i 

12430 MDBCHSnBipm(ia)MsDMkStta}RHnion85' — 

S' : n-etmN«l* 

I 10 OtfiBS J0USHIQrar(2q(DSOnnai}MiVnB4 IMriS 

31 453421 DONTlH14m«Kmgtan«Bm«l0U0iiaja«Qr713_-__. 


^ Jto*B7 

12 6003 

13 - 03020 aig n C t lSKP^WNwljnaTWiWWBnTll llfakaf. 

14 5053 QSKBLDeC(<toMBM^KWdl)PVHqn7B NMn» 

HETlWa: 5-1 gag Hay, 7-1 Ma Hreret. 94 Paariy. Hades* Bfct. Etqpt. 10-1 IX- 
to* m Lad, IMe HMaaa, 141 tetan. 

- 1994: GriDwComar29BWR9sWMn 14-1 RHrori 13m . -- 

rORMOUBE . " 

MULLAGH MIL LMXs IrnptwwJ performance In charing home Seynfart fljer 
at Caoenck wan not unaspe od as he was badwd ftom 33-1 to 1D-L As mat 
ma only fas second outing on tur* Mrihtfi HB Lad mijWtaipBwa agrin and he 
has a MpAONgt rinw. Movri tan, Inaai 13, kStav P»w, *<» lad Ctac*- 
er CU> and Dewtr beMnri when nmar-up' to the piofiflc Lunar MU at Nmf- 
marivtim wees og>. Sop Plav w beam apto by Lunar Mat at Nerttsy on 
Sxurdqy but sottish gxund might not Lma hripad end aha should be thna- 
aboots dosprta the Wgwrtgftt. It is BfllciAl so be confident stxait fellow^ 
inf up 1>B weeK^wriniwlwa7to p en riy hen euMtfieaalngwwso<«OMpana. 
Be to rehand.En^t had been bewan In nurseries on faster gowd- He was a cou- 
pte of lengths behind Akaamthare and Is 7toworae oft Vanrtsffcat Is 7 «j bai- 
lor riTtoriha three and a half tensfts that sej»«Bd her ftwn&upt* Chepstow 
and la ptoseiy matEhed w6h Daesbr on PonteAsct nambig bahtod Botdan Pond, 
van’s Fast wore MnKere to both noes and tha header beatt done Ms Ab- 
sent any twin If hor mnnfafcon Wtti behind lunar Mist md SayriM Dream at 
Newmariwt is anything id gitw. Mick Jean's hones era andJoteAh- 

sent can do hotter beck owrstxftstong*. V afa rt to n- MUtlAGH HttL LAD 


nf~eH1 SHERWOOD CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5jD00 added ZVO Of Penalty Value £3515 

: 1 661 UVlKMME<2am9MnvRw)WJw*93 JOtowlO 

2 00 CMWimOBiormaRWJim46LUom811 IWml 

3 ooo annum roat pa m mwono b Bctwand 8 u sdvmwmb 

4 2. BBPIHBIIUm W8toaflM8IMfai^HllnwBaJnn»811— BSfcl 

5 o mrrrrmpnrrrnpnwinTfnrririiwiini ra—rmniiini 

6 1IB8HKRmi(»0rpBnChehBMiNBMd4dDi811-IUMbr9 

r 824353 BOMAUD7|12)(PVtafeaU)NUDnnfal810 NCwMs7 

8 212 n0VtAOfNOnnDeiidStolB(RHn»811)JiM01lae(5)2 

9 3 BMiXJSSW(USII)(lQAMETtoto6Mtads88 WWnfcS 

ID 06 WnnBB0PQm9taUMcCDuQMBMUc£BM88JIMaB4 

-lOSsctwed- 

BEnMft 54 ItariHIbe lew, 4-1 tear Tha Btan, 74 Bra A Lafe 1U 

1994c Bdsf (USA) 2 8 10 W Cason 46 (I L Outop] ID ran 
FORM CUBE 

Haiy Thomson Jones usugfamss Ufa b u t ha iw u je a m tt lor Aacotao,ritfiougi 
ihe fcnti has not wodiad out wiy writ op to now, HUTMMMR a worth anoth- 
er chance altar his aacond to tha % Mdntgit Btoa In a satuafato nMaanecs' 
iaceifaaawBa H sagiL>fldmgaBtoa enainadtyvmtoiants,npnaaittdhee 
ty im T*e RIbbw, who «x«wed to win • makfan auction at Wfawiek last Oma. 
Bmthat ascaas nwans that Lay The Btame mufigw fifam Mutamanni and 
he mlgfit not find d*st shfagafanwnL Khov LMbr is penaBsad only 4b for her 
makfan auelfon wbi at Kangann and she la bach In a man auftafete nca aftar 
bring ouKSafisodl* Sea Spray at Kempton last fanai They can pnfaabytmpreve 
mom than Ron A le^r tha Wrd sinner to ttfa Ine-tto, but Rae Da Far fa a 
htfMnxherto Bei^ who has won Ma share rftaoei tor BR OBonnan. Ha could 
turn out baoarttwn ha showed hern to 1 m, but haaft acad tinea. 
SaiactfaK MLTTAMANM 

f9~Or^SNBNT0N CONDITIONS S1AKES (CLASS C}£8JX» 
addsd 3VD plm 2m If 213yds Family VWue £SfiB4 

1 1-40000 DIEMHSBD(ia) IQ (D) (TGPncai JBWRf 796 3Pnwuiffl4 

2 15- G«VMBH(<31)nAadaniMftomd494 MTatfatilU 

3 000403 HOMECOURBNOWW[RBvawwist«ODycfat694 

4 024-366 KMmKM81Q(l)|AJMriMsNMaiw492 Ifarinl 

5 144402 TRERfaACDQRB^(lO4)04BGAEaiaWMlGPTto»3 BO-. 

8 ' 06 BBIflnAir(2O)0(CtojotiGM«4811 MNBst 

7 48332 HWflRBia{l)P)aifafaapotiDdHCBd3811 VRwl 

8 »A»W(US4)(Ttali*3wRemwNpJGBattrg38ll NCwR4a7 

9 304D31 MrZMMBfPQ(l)n(»aicMBdBl*3B10 RMilD 

10 6 MURI»BHH£pqpR|jWARaDiatidLCtiiani38atMw 

-If - • )CBPAg>riRMtieaw wd6faa« 388 — JHwtoaa 

■II— .S«dywiaAM.Ifafa0Riafuinfai^Ac8w,M.W— .fcme 
Mto,lUDMBBfa^HllfatRqsilimas 
3994: tkxfas Bfaa 5 94 QRar Ca^ 4-9 pi JtintoBl — t 
FORM OUDC 

HgriytTfadtottmnaisiierfahelookherchOToelntheCfalal.MrZAIMYBI 
emiw god riW asii uy fait wa sh wBhwiaaay three ■ti-*4w dlafigta wtattom 
Mrie Offender end, pnaMsd she does not need the aodtah pan) she raced 
onfhat<^r.nrigdba#)odano4iapto.MatoaaandBriwstenuritBBtNaa>- 
buy awn mougi he had not mead tinoe Cheptiow to Mwl He fa 4to batter off 

wUhBtot Za mne ma nd.whhHareyCacrth rsws antogiowal.mutfroriMninm 

of ■ race of k today. Thh fa Tima For Action's tat oudng since Jufa but he tools 
good enoegi to tan up a We Ufa and «■ beet the mqloifly of toese. euen 
owe trip tttitcoijd be on the short tide. Ume FOr AcOorrstedaesAppadltat 
8meouMhfayeerbiithehasntos«BotbeNfaetatfaeelDugiheniicma.ln- 
dudtog tha ifaieoompaOriw rang QaotRi v Hanflkap at Rwel Ascot. 
SatoetfQK BWT ZAMAYEM 

[9BA| EEF NETHBnBD MADBI STAKES (CLASS U) (DIV 
Qf^TOOartdBilZTOlni 54yds PBnBtyVhbe£3»483 

1 DO ANBINBiren (U2}PAaMnTtiM)N1Mlcr90 LChwesckld 

2 0 (SOM(tollndHa«ddBWHfatiH0lCl90 WfaMU 

3 0 COB HOUSE (30) QatyVksw) R Chatai 9 0 MUfajl 

4 HNRCHBBUSE CBW) J Barts 90 !Q*n7 

5 0* I— H (9)pasCR»grtJDudop90 T Spain 3 


6 00 Y00NB DUCaMNCUQ(BJane«ASbeBfar90 LNaetoaffiA 

7 0 AN0BBI QMHISI RE) (17) (toy UmjJS WbodS 8 9 ,WWbods9 

8 0 AIBIZA (USA) (IQ (W J (fa RKad S M—tfl 6 9 ITMa6 

9 - CMNC— DraUTpaeegrfMSU) JGosrtnBB SMndS 

10 0 inuUlllOHpfalPaaascfLcnatitiladHin— I bi 89— Pltortwn* 

11 3 mgmpJ) gtanOsr Al Uattxr n) R AmstrangBa RMs2 

■PI— Wfaadk,34 Cwaa, 7-2 namfagPtiwt, 12-1 AaoWr Quarto; CMriM— , 

1994: Strtto 2 9 0 A UoGkoe M 1H R A CecQ 13wi 
FORM GUIDE 

Henry Cedi won both tiwsions of this race a year ago with SteMo and BaBd 
Boy and ahouktot be far awty nth CENSOR, the Mfanen Place second string in 
tha N aa nwrit makfan won by Ms hl g fa- m ted staMemaae, Sfaer Dome. Can- 
sor fa out ot the mare that has produced good wtoners such ss Shorten, ftess 
Qrtary and Paean far Lori I lowenl del Wa Man and tiwddlmpnwa tor the Naw- 
marMrun. Robert Aimaoong won with two Mas on Monday and— — 
aue to 03 writ aft ar her thkd to FWIght Down h an lB-navwr ffafas* race at 
Leicester. Backed ftom 6-1 to 3-1 far that fast — Taadk fa a haff-satar to two 
ftobeftAmwrong-tratoedwImen andl betog ty UrAwain. could appmoota the 
— fbrtong that ahetaddes totfay. The Bias of CMaf Moose and Itoewnalnn 
wR hast benefted from their recent outtog at N c wman c t and tacestEr-faa 
both mcea ware won by hones vetoed by Heniy Cecil. Rutiredng the strength 
ofthe Wancn Place two-year-oKs at present. Rdn— CENSOR 

[q Oft I QFNEI1BIHELD MADBI STAKES (CLASSED (DIV 
l°^ u l D £4»300 adttedZTD Ira S^dsPenaftyTUie £3/460 

1 60 BA «i MOM CO (to— Mm>WML0w«90 JQMraS 

2 0 ROC8BCK (USA) (IQ (Smsnn8Bri Fame UnaetDJ Dunlap 90 

3 06 JUW1IE U8USmC5PCWnHSVMxxhS0 W Woods ID 

4 TBOiaHStit Malmanid)PCh M lelton90 IMd4 

5 00000 R9MBa(7)(Spaartlhtea4NTiAtar90 Lftonnrtrl 

6 SMUTS HU gfmfey MS— MStoua 9 0 KikuMiarl 

7 0 BUUWIBniEWODAWMn gti PkMi yi89 XDwWyB 

8 0 DMCESOVt(2Q9iShn0MJrefa8B BMoO’Goisan 7 

9 0 SUSM(U|aASBUiicoQSmm89 I fata 9 

ID 00 naRM8«l{l7)9MrefanAlfatow|Dlio%89 BHfasll 

11 MHDK (UB4) god HomH de Vfakhn) HCBCI89 V%re6 

-lldMfared- 

BBT— 9 ITeil.i’iR^.MVMdh.SAPenJfa— T-gHoYl»llBS.tt.lBBdare; 

14-1 Orem fare, u-latn 

UM fafti Bor 2 9 0 W f*n 5-2 p< B A Cec« 13ren 
F0RMRUDE 

The Ced runner here fa tha flBy VbWs, who can be rapecred to know her Job. 
but the sane fa hue of PENCRJLH) Rl, tom a yad more than capable of whi- 
ning — eon of reoe wto a newcomer. He fa by the Ranch and Irish Derty win- 

nar, Dtd\Ac and* John RekTsorW hde here aodey- Another umcedccita OTHkJer 
'faSoMeifaRre— related to a iwhberafrinnen torturing Open Laer. a il- * 
. ly who won orenhfa Ufa as a tM*yeaM)ld far Mtchaai Stouea fan year. That was 
bar second atari, thougi, and tha stafaleX yotstptore ream » be needtog their 
fast ran Just now. John Diadop has tha tretoada championship sewn up but a 
daide at UngUd on Monday suggests tha atabla can be Mowed right urtl the 
and of the season and Rocbaek should flat thto aetiar then the Newnwket 
makfan won by SRrer Dome. SetoeUon: PENCLLED M 

locnl MX-fT PRODUCTS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^50 
l±5rJ added Jm 8f Penalty VNue £4358 

1 132230 9ORAUF{HtOtoMMHTBfratomin5910 AORlIlT 

2 324040 SEAraSMM(12)[UtoBStireiGBaklng4Bl M—w4 

3 3-01660 HIRGE(15)tMHMk*LOima390 KDakylO 

4 mm —ME(U5fl)P)([D&afanlliBMMMn590 — OareRdtoMeU 

5 214000 9»ABW(raDiaPE0ertW)DWw9wDt4812 TQutawB 

6 343050 BB«niRMinRfCl}(ASHrtfa 4Mi*e587 FMEddeqrl 

7 003040 HW(UM}(!)(PMdate*gASaaare586 LNawteatRlS 

B 225000 nqUES— (I)nita*Akfa)PEL«ye883 DRMcObe^U 

9 640033 GUWD{n9nWanuchaSBXlUARHDRndaad481-llltaayS20 

10 120040 PRUnM(M)ntofarelBlMBMrawar46P Nfahbl 

11 506002 (MUBH R) 08 Honor) Cfankh 3 7 13 CRtitaM 

12 500000 RWUXNJS IKffO (7) (Ms DbtSb Santito U Sentaa 5 7 ID J F Efaei B 

13 433S34 HWRnra»Wm(M)Ub«faBcti4KMdUfa3710 IfafaaB 

14 326020 ANMRnCIBN(US4)(M)(WBKitax06Okkl8d577 LCbamock2 

15 202341 RUQUNBtm(C4)RPBIa4UBBartBahfaigl077— J( tort* (3) 17 

16 234384 PSVraa4atofanrtnMnBto4)2)MHaminond477-l)9ki0en33 


17 540033 1WMBI(2famPlai«0wn)BPlWtt477 DooUM 

18 242004 «resara4{S7] (B»QsHaR)ec4CSn*n477 I Lore 12 

10 300800 CHM»IRE(Z3)RWrAaaea)lleANng677 Ffaresyn3 

-DfacM- 

«A4rem wfapfa 7ti 7fa Tire randfcw "riPito ^ Qrtrer 7tf 6fa PfaRte 7ti 6fa Daow- 
«r7« 3R, R^Soean 7st3b, C?annadUR6B88». 

Ill MRU Til IT-tini tlTiiniilu TlCiafan IHtltnniitMnilMa Itltaba 
'Y, Mtflfcn. Bmpinitnil. 14 1 nttwn 
3994c Spec* Art OflB 4 8 S J Qurei 8-1 (R Moriuti) 19m 
FORM GUIDE 

CUANGO couM be an autumn horse, as ha won a couple of handcaps towards 
the end of last season and has Just tun Iron tom again. At Chepstow, Cuango 
was a sfaymgon thvd behind J—ilon (Nawbuy winner stoce) and ha tools as 
though hecenwinaithis trip after finishing thbd to SujprMOlH Doncastor lest 
Sanadgy. Tha gtaaid wet soft whan flbWton beat at bar the improving Snow 
Wnoaaj at Chepstow but that was easily hia beat tin so far end he might kn- 
pnire egrin orerthe etira qmtor m*e. to (he two-mlar won ty Sea Victor here 
last weak, Ftindoca Mfcato finfahad Jug In tort of Tty end Ranuaetad and la . 
41b badar off with both. Both Ifabutoua Mioto and TRy them the yard that finely 
got a race out of Santa recently} am iriativafy hash hoisas who could do bet- 
ter with that nai to bring them on but Requested b vrafl artted by this top and 
not badjy tanckcappad. The lag fane that Sea neadorn ran over a mie and 
tie, he wes beaten three psits of a fengpi by Ba Man Howe aider 10 stone at 
Kempton. bo la fa far ftom out of It. wriria Soba Ufa hre enjoyed such a good 
year she Is best flMRren her poor showing at vorti tariaa nes rex reaiMed to 
two previous handcaps but iritfit do batter now aha has an Mia half irate to 
cover. SeiectkM CUANGO 

\AOt\\ WOOOTHORPE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,400 
added 3VO Ira 5^ds Penalty Value £3£0O 

1 000002 amORI»(7)(U|MSBlDltinBdlCDoolB97 5 Copy [7)35 

2 500CCU BMmB.OFHOPE(7}(PBferJVUason):^<e97 SD—irelB 

3 340- SQBMRAW(3ra(ltoQuniflliMHuiinBtai95 OBwdsanlS 

4 043502 PH1BMN(B)[M Bafad R BoaB5 MfawlO 

5 304131 KfCnAHSZE(17)n£MhMwadAIMrinuiOUfanb92 

1 ORHe—em 

6 334260 SPIRMMEnfla9nowfaiRChBipn91 „JkHcGka« 

7 450100 Bsor ROBB (2Hm [Mai Sag QunraiGBra«y813 MHs3 

8 084 — ri T Il BI W)(Mi) [PRtfctoiad)WJadi811 MfaMwttB 

9 105024 sura MGR Ufa m [Ms JU Ren) P Hosing 8 9 ROocfawl4 

10 005000 AUMSpE){U)[Ihe&quecsPBmeahpiCVM8B M Woods 6 

11 02601 WSiraCRRnBinOoraaanRBnsden) MsJlfanstanB7SS«dir:9 

12 4D480R fUHXW«(17)[RHCDanbetiHCSfaekg85_ MRfa »7 

13 18400 HaRNC (12) IGSBrfBkl US H Carets 1 hMoraU 

14 200000 mC»«ramm<FCRMranMnafllJ&B80-Kftd'?£.l 

•15 001360 BBlAJI9M(29)(C)(NH(faihei)HCritogtto80 **|aaB 

10 004 8BHM(WiO[M}[)tatiilltoHbaa)Btfartuy80 JScr.(3)aO 

17 4800 IAMHD(U8il)(llRptaAfVfaBmntiOF07libay713TWlKasll 

18 540500 aoON(24)0>cnMcn^Mf^n713 ; SEeMU 

19 '000 MU BEVBBJ (43) (VWwrJ Kefa) R rtmor 7 11 JcCrrttieS 

20 003149 CUBIBIBgCT0tLWM0Wlliam71O AMrtayg 

-20dKfarad- 

BEn—fc 5-1 Strata Cbartor, 8-1 Mdra town, 9-1 — reiwi, 10-lltoact af Hnpw. 
llrl farina lad, Sfawr ig^ 19-1 nttea. 

1904: Jun hwiy3 7 12 0 Bgp 5-1 <M J fare) 2tan 
FORM CUBE 

■anal Of Hopa hakf off all bar Comanche Companion whan bMcered for the 
first dine at York - but the facing tactics dkf pay off n another huge Arid at 
Newbiay fag Thuaday.Aa that w as an appr entice race, Barg Of Hope pn no 
pensiy but piafai e nue fa tor MASTHt CHARTgL who escapes a penally htw- 
aaif alter beating 20 othere in an apprenaoe handicap at Doncaster sis days aox 
Being out to fiert should erabie Barrel Of Hope to avoid tmuMe, but he has an 
eedra tteiong » cowr on faster ground and Master Charter nvght Just ba better 
suhed by these cerumens. Hb hat tod noahere near the same amotat of mc- 
Ing as Bane! Of Hope so peihaps ha haa more room far knpmramanL Lyeton 
Lad was HinHered for the tret time vtoen chasing home Banal (X Hope at New- 
buy and comas Into the reckoning, along with Hatta Biaaea, a fgy nradng we6 
and kfaeily suked by this top. Peflaaon has a bit ® prewe as far as staying a 
mite fa concerned tea ha was beaten only bytheliKfcmi Spancefs ft wc iig c a 
Ytemougi art cannot bended out Ugaly wolguad Caban Reef locks capable 
of making her presence felt, white the rartat mtga Indicate U retenvufy unex- 
posad three y an r-otde such as Stum Rash, rwiumi's Tom and Jfay Dewalad 
are eapeded to do betssr now th^ nm in a hantficap far the fist tana. 
Selection: MASTER CHARTER 


WR9MFrtt38)DGwtttb51012 — MDwya 
iQUMBEr(ra9)NTMmnOB4ts51D12 


HYPERION 

1-30 kiRierialVWngB 200 l&fce Two 230 Over 
The Stream 3 i )0 THpplaoo 330 Tkne Wont 
Watt 430 MBmount 430 HawaAan Sam (nb) 

GOING: Good (Good to OnnkiptacuonhnRfloscanrae). 

■ I^O-hend ccuEse with 20Qyd ran-ta. 

■ Iteccaaaac kaMdpwaa oTStrallbrteeAvun on A4S0. Rs8- 
way MtaOan Lm away. AOUSSION: Chib 1J2 ; TettoaeBs 
£8; Comae £4. CAR PMK tetidecoiiiaeBZ, lesMtutor free. 


W1N»2S IN TBR LAST SBVRN DA29: None. 
LONG-WSTANCE RCNNBR8: Magfc Bloom GL30) bas been 
am 188 BJeshrJJtgtraua Iteai Ncntm. North YoriaWrc. 


(■a on l SPOTUGHTMAIDBI HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DW 0 £3350 2m Of UOyds 

1 02- BMIBM0NffC»*SaMrt5113.J*inWs ke(W 

2 00P4 CUOH0PPa(2B!MclHPWNIl5113 Ltewy 

3 04744 EWRSOBBWI4JM£onnBdw6113— IKore— 

A MraBAL—EKSsfaySllS SMcM 

5 00- KrntLW—tl^MBwdBOCkOllS, PBtiMy 

6 45R2- SAMtS (107) F Hobbs 6113 : — — 

7 43- 1HRS SWMWBM) Q * TRW 6113 — £«^e 

8 F60U 52 - MABBlALlMt (173) JMooeBlO 12— jamdMead 


■ B l — 8^ f atii« b 44%wm«Srlll naiwM tlk di ra.8d.rar- 

— a— OreapbfaMRAiMpi— H mg ra m fa L 12 o 8 wre 

f57vr] HFN LANDSCAPES SELUN6 HURDLE 
l=rJ (CLASS F) £2,750 added 2m UOyOs 

1 501351- S0FMMI(U9tC8|MPpe6117 O Btfago far 

2 2A5-11F W8ETWDP6) (GD)PRJWS»7117 A I W g*r 

3 Q2P14- I— A MU0NCZS5) Material taS-D DI g i' 

4 OPPO BEZ(n)BS>tp»n5U2 BCtitad 

5 2 IBIDfORHE«BI(U)RHaad5112 JtSSBRfa 

8 PP- PBtrams rofrapaosmon Erie 4U1-C Maris 

7 00800- OflAOOMMirrgOtB FJcntin 5 1011 I Latter 

8 esoor saEBrsinuoNaasqMBrenrioii 


9 Of 40 MMMN ROSE 02); Mans 5 10 11 SBfe*a{7) 

10 QS0P- MYPRW»CWEClfi2)ACaBci61Dll_Wlteaten 

11 » OfF1UENR036)8ltow%a41OlD APMcOoy 

32 0 W t lWtD *l£Mt raC (ia )MPIre41D10 Itteer 

acn— ream SapMHV Mfabe fan, MIMA —re, 7-Utari 
Fa l l— a s , 2 0 1 Roc, fay nae md lv ^as-l utters. 

ALLB4S CARAANS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5000 added 3m 4f 

1 U2f*&4 canc r— Pfa WT—a tOafasBllOC I Jaraie 

2 IB’063- P Bt YHWDO E PW^ (CT4 AJanw»llll C . AIHg*i i 

3 1223P-1 <7VBntESntENM(22)Karey9113.TjMcr[terC3) 


4 U546-R MFmi MTIll Iff (111(00— raBlOllRBariq 

5 53H3-2 ROMWffCRS(pBQ6BtebtgG107 AMtoCcy 

6 P4U32 MWC BUOM (22) (n J Jriasan 9 10 5 LWya 

7 /JMS39 AG8A(M}Mflpe710O Dfiddgreter 

-7 dsdsad- 

BETW& 5-2 Critic Pifacs, 11-4 Owr Tha SriMi 4-1 BoareyQaaic, 
9-2 tlegc Btooo, 81 Spedri Aecowt, UKL Pady arid^ A0B. 


ARCME SCOn BENEVOLENT FUND 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £AfiOO 
added 2m erilOyds 

MORSOCkCBbJR tafes51110 _TDreeaabs(7) 

MASMETHER0(2E|[ll)MsSWRsnd7112 

stares (3) 

ROnN.m097)(D)Mi;RB*Cfr8sa»8U2 — 

A Toy 

IMRO G MEtUO Mhqprfteres61013 -CUres faa 
H451B 0F11E ROCK 07) J Iteda 6 ID 10 — I Brt 
SU ra StAMMAD0B2)T FOOlerS 14 14 — S Wynne 

lWPW»09)MaJfecl51OlD TKsri 

MONXAGWHD (321) (fa M Botetort 11 ID BG BOMy 

ROtMOO(raMBterired5106 OSrih^ar 

PGBE HMCH (328) J Tuck 6 14 6 SHdfaR 

GUMMOS 00) B UMhc 8 14 4 — teJLUBWtfay 
IB—nt S4MMN (B2) P Mi0y 7 10 3 ^ —plgr 
oar—rD00R(23DMBnBai8100 — DVHktatre 
WW 052) (D) J Utote 5 I D 0 P MdXWgbfa 0) 

C lOti. Ore bredfcm eripC KtefSW 7R. 
Cwnm9te,&a Stw Steare4lteTriPkiar, 7-1 Hor 
tea ri The rack, Dfaitano, 124 rihas. 


1 41144S- 

2 113430 


4 541250- 

5 53P012 

6 144P22- 

7 24UI-4I 

8 0OPRP- 

9 QM840-2 

10 404P5F- 

11 2332M 

12 RP25P- 

is aasra- 

14 040321- 


BeillMLM 
stock. M Hi 


INERCURYDVBMS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS o £7,000 added 2m If 
110yds 

1 4S33PP YOU«POIEr0iqO9awa)dlO12O JAMeCotey 

2 IMPS*- EBSTONE RK 05^ (COJOrtdrison 3011 It— — 

3 122-641 IRE WMTMMrm (CD) RPh^s 6 10 13-1 Mba 

4 FfiB&i- HdJWSiB±i p4qsgief»cod8«) 0 ^. r i i sw ri )m 

-4dMtawd- 

BETIWB: 84 Tfaa Wart Writ 3-1 Yoon* Potay. 7-2 Britirea Fbb, 


Iri onlSPOTUGHT ADVERTTSMS MAIDEN 
HURDLE (CLASS E) (WV D) £3,2S0 
added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 BGOCrSRBfB«EAntewh«nri5113 SFtnfE) 

2 BUaaUriMwtegefae5Dnite5113 -SCrereCQ 

3 FfPOFS (ML'S PM— 019) J Marion 8 11 3 — GHogreR 

4 P0- BNaCUXD048)CWSadai6113 h te l teii 

5 tUREW— IDfinUto5113 D lofty 

5 55P-4 raillRPRE09)CBnri»5113 Gfaadqr 

7 — nRP0PJDKHtJAItere4112 — TDnsconftc (7) 

8 V6 Gotoetswrr 03) Q8ddng 5 10 12 A P McCoy 

9 602295- MUJKXOT(22SgTM£mm51012 — P IMU gn lw 

10 P MW ESWIE [75) A James 4 10 11 W Heston 

-lOibiitend- 

EmNe 7-4 Mr Prinrikw. 3L4 MMaeant, 7-1 RKfaTs Rereng* 
M takn WWw. 10-1 ttefs Pdnre, Gntdwwwffl, 12-1 Badanre, 1S- 
lotiioa. 


COWEVITERLEASMG NOVICE HAM>- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £3000 2m 
110yds 

PK5KMGUU>02)(C9)SmanEwte512O 

IRJQgBfa(7) 

tWMIMISW01S)JMwDanl5Ull J. (fanny 

MAmWS DMIGKER 087) Cat T FoEBr 8 11 10 

CfafaWtiRR) 

PlHSUK-mCK 02) 00) N inter 4 11 3 _M Dwjtr 

1BMIE5IE1IGN (2B) 0 Marfa 7 11 2 ■*--f 

DMK NHHTMBNLE 089) Q SherwoC 5 10 12 

IA MeCadby 

TlASMUN089BUwe4n51O9 A P McCoy 

SUPER SHARP pDQHOfctr 7 106 tacqaloanr 

JMACE(588)SMttiei06 UPwott 

AMMOVSOREMI|4O)Jtacs510S PMdi 

NORIHBSI5flBB02QRHoCt£S51D3 A toy 

CHANCE BtCOUMBt 03) MBSWtonBSZOD 


YARMOUTH 

r ^ i naNOEFUfERtB DoyW 7-2:2. 

fflftS«LS5fflL5S 

Suqht Rsrecasc £14.65. 

a m ^eprn ogmmaffQwn wrilz- 

1 hr 2 MottiMb 14-1; 3. Bowden Raea 
5-2. 8 ran. 2. S»-«L 
martred. fata 12.30; £1-50,12^0- Duri 
Forecast £8J0. CSf: £1S«7. 

USiLUBMUDlR H fe) 8-l; 2. Mn- 

ssasTiBasSfig 

CSF: £91A1 Tho: £36.Ba 

UDt L. NASKAAT U Sto dd 2. 

fa iMre Raiongs 7-4 tor; 3. Btip s-7- 

SSSSsssss 

£5.00. CST £ft?0. Tha £5.10- _ 

3.45; a. BRKHT VMERfMEM IJ- 

4facZAethre20-l; ^ fatrodu cbrill; 

4. 13 rare nh. 4. iHCec* 

£2.80: £1£0. £3.70. £120- 

CSF: £3SS3.1ha £47.10- After a swara 

wgjiis. th* team stood. 

«S 1.AHW7 W HDWts) 9-2. Af- 
ar 12-1: a. NUmty BMa9- 
tar Dottey fieeati »5ih). IK *- 
Ipsom). tea £7.10: £1^ 

Duri ForeeMB . £22.00. <££■ ^7-^-J^i 
Ast £444,40. IRp; £143.60. Non Rumer: 
No ScMchaa. 

Jerireoe £15.941.00. 

Ptterepri: t?5U0. Qwfaoc £S6M. 

Pteoa «t am. 13. Place 5: £45^2. 


1142 . 12 iwn. 2. hd. (A Jteris, DriccO-fato: 
£320; EL90. £74)0. OiO. ttoel Foreresc 
£6340. ODtiputerSBriga Fbmcaat £4207. 
DfcK £195b50. 

IAS LK CM DANCER BfrRItiomBn) 
3-1 Jt tor; 2. Row! of Oats 3-1 Jt toe 3- 
bre fate* 7-2. 9 tan. hd. 10. (R DUdn, 
NbiorrtLfara£3L70:£L7ft£L7ft£L2a 
DR £740. CSF: £1X31. Tricrec £ 2838. 
Tita£530. 

230-. X-SrinHlDOdAnuteaSsrO T-2; 2. 
Holy Joe 10-1; & 8mm P ri ltoenoe 100- 
30. 8 rofc 9-4 law Stidqr Money ffith). 3. 2. 
(Ms J Pfimw, UpparUnibwnT).Tbtee£43ft; 
1*20. £2.7a OF: £2L7ft CSft £33-47. 
Non Runner fieenhi Haa too* 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Knt Zamayem 
(Nottingham, 2L20) 
NBrLayTheKarw 

(Nottigham, 1-50) 

sssrABses 

S!^£a5&0n(y2tolshad. Nonfa«- 

%£uSo: £3-30, £U0. Dual Forecast 

£1 ^PL C *^SS'arMWi (ThraVJatt) 6- 


CHELTENHAM 

UK L WMGASMAN |A AtoD»rt9j4 
toe ftCamDasbeBaySfri:* ****** 


^r^urRWcll-SfaraGnaWAtot 


11-1. 8 owl nk. 7. (C Brooks, tamboun)- 
Totee £230: £120, £1-40. £L60. DP. 
. £240. CSft £533- 
Ptocwpot £127.60. Quwctoot ££&50. 
Place 8: £100.75. Ffaea 5: £48.74. 

FDNTWELL 

U5S 1. LORD aUNHIM (A P McCty) 
U-4 to* 2. DM!fai 7-2; 3. Springtime Af- 
tab- 54. 8 an. ft IS. (T MeGorem). TcbK 

£3X0: £L10, £3-90, £l-7a Duri Forecast 
£5.70. Oonmurer SbrigH Forecaac £11-50. 
DtreK £36-14. 

2J0: 3. COUIMtailE (far P HBriey) 7-4 
toe 2. Mtooreba 33-1; 8. Caprito 9-L G 

ml 1, 7. (R Alner). Tola: £2£0; £3-40. 

£4jo. orei fbrecaeta&aa csf: faaaa 
24R 1. BUMS 81Gatognim-4; 2. fay 
EdHb $2 3. Frieda Ftenrea 12*1- S taa. 
&4favStaplribnllady{4th).5.e.(M7onip- 
Ms LtotalSJO; £2.7a £L8ft OR £390. 
CSP £9.46. 

3J0: 1. CVRIU. HB«y (B tori) 30-1; 
Z TIimmIiI Mean 8-1; 3. Itey are i 2-1- 7 
na 12, At (Simon EMri. Totoe £1240; 
£2^0, £3^0. DR £2050. CSR £7243. 

SLSKl-ZAIHM (Mr R Jchraon) 7*4 toe 
ft Item 5-1; 3. RatatoowCasaaS- 
4. 8 ran. 2, 13. (P Gatos). Tate: £240; 
£130, £3.80, £130. DR £8.70. CSR 
£10^2. TriCbdC £17.60. 

tag 3- CLASH OF CYMBALS (W MC- 
Itosnd) 5*2: ft Tha Reprobate 4-7 toe 3. 
My Beals Are Baat20-1. 6 nm. a daanca, 
25. 0 S McoreLTotac £4.40; £200, £1 j«0l 
DR iftSft CSR SAX. aalre Star (9-2) 
waswflhdrwmnotimfaradere.lMB4ap. 
pin oty to bHRl price* prior « wfthdw- 
at deduction 15p fa pamd. 
piaeepot ri 51.9 0. qaadpat: L13SJ0 
(pot won. pool or £9330 carted towod a 
Nown^anattofl- 
pmoe to £3flft42. Ffaee a £7545. 


IS&iS 

HYPERION 

110 Palaoe Rtoer 2^40 AAten 2JD VW Do 
Rama 240 Amber HoBy 3JO Hyiw Brae 
3j 40 Ttfoee 4JL0 Magsiad 


GOING: Good u> flmi (Ffan In ptoccs)- 
| Leftrisand, antahrtagcomc. E fences and koj nn>- 
in on driM coorse of S0Qpfa> 

■ Raenotnee is ton (ban 1 mDraoslHneHaruHainesr 
Jmcdan ot MSS end Al 77. Bus service Dan Sudani rwD- 
■VMdas (4 mfles any) nr Dates) etihray station (12 
ndlesaia^. 

j AWDSS10N: Paddock 57 (CkAFSSaiff); Course £2. CAR 
, PARK Free. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: AMfa (MO) 
woDiilCHflrie on Seandto; JRagdad (LIB) won at Cteitie 
on Stiuifay. 

UWG-D1STANCE BHNNES& fflee (L40) has been sett 
291 aflesbyT8gwgnfronH ami b iilw e3t,Byfcd;BtowaA 
Free (ZAO) an d Go Agate (3.10) h» ben sett 205 mfles 
toJRUpsrelteraAdarefcMoriiHas. 

np?7%l STOABsRA/E SELLWS )f CAP HURDLE 
(■IwJXf] (CLASS Q £^400 added 2n If UOyds 

1 mso- HBBBIESBraiDlDciJWtenSlllO 

terente—pq 

2 53-4423 0110)14004 FS*ny8118 BStoqr 

3 05WE4 OWfBLp7)(CD) RE*«y*118-JS»«toR 

4 6402* SDafaLH((O)TCuMatl0114jMOtitet 

5 56D5M PMACCIRB08) DMoflril7113 

DJMrifatt 

8 P*8®5 HR 5BUg CW E (U) B l b CTMB 1211 2JB las 0) 

7 IW2*P R4GKZB>0RQ(4O) i Wriwdglt 5 11 L-A Deibbl 

8 431305 OMBLCAIU07) IQ I M 7310— NRsto 

9 PP JCGBBT0q OaretSmai31011 PMott 


10 P0-S260 HUD TO SET [7) CD) M BsracUAP 8 14 ; 


fags 4-1 Priare Rter, 9-2 Credd Lad, 5-1 
, 7-lHbMrin, 10-1 tcrespeg 12-1 othes. 


pra/fl QUARHNG3DN HCAP HURDLE fCLASS 
F) £3^00 added 3m 3f 110yds 

1 50066-1 ADRBifBQCS) UsSBanri 7125 f7») 

1 Bures 

2 CRD-23 WORDS 6M£ 0S) pi? JtoredJrinan 6113. 

IFfafay 

3 542864 CUSSBiSHIB«r07)(CO) JHtite»910U- 

S Tatar (7) 

4 2P56-4P StEUCHAB8Er02}(CB) JlMde91D6. — 


BETTING: 4-4 Afaten, 3-1 Aareretoto 81 Gtetes SfaeteteftT- 
ISkritaiAMny. 

lo in ! ROW04A COLBAAN H*CAP HURDLE 
|^oW| (CLASS R£4JOOO added 2m SFUtyris 

1 1051M WLDERM«ra)«1Detoantt6120J , M*n 

2 2F213IF- DBDMM034 SGtekl21113JRaRCfatfc(l) 

3 351-241 SOUSt*[R9(17)|Ct?)Vtide7U5J)ByaB{7) 

4 026BM ABUPUyER0})MsSBBmri8114 I Betas 

5 00-3226 BUXHMG 5FMK 02) AMD Thomsen BID 1 

LVHn 

6 143215 nsrSSEACO(USA)(Q0n JAItam7100— . 

7 OEDQMR QMB mpPUC CBOW BHacagBri71flO_ 


2 P32- 

3 00402- 

4 BOP-211 

6 243322 

6 5P061- 

7 30484- 

8 0612-2U 

9 OOOCP- 

10 GF50-1 

11 000060- 

12 000 


13 60P- MCfinAma«tAIB0O4)RHoitoa4U)O 

J tfare eo b >(7) 

14 OOP- BO>ORrHONDML01ROMnriiDsw51OO 

SlkNd 

15 0353V timCMUO(n(D)D tteeytt 100 SPDori 

-lSdwtond- 

Mtoun lost Tna fanricap negMc Start Moafaf fi Lorn- 

Jo 99 12b. 

BbllHB: 92 HrenBre Ssm, 5-1 PtearerelHcA, 8 1 TnnejinTiimii 
llartria Dteritor,7-lDak Mgtttag<B,RdPrataa terid, io-im- 
Ooris Drssa, 32-1 atkaa. 


4 00-CCR DCSa.'S FOUIT 02) R Wbadnas 4 10 13 

PMwn 

5 054-452 AMBt HOLUr 09) J Dan 6 109 BSksw 

g iBCtlBBd - * 

BEnNk 54 Aa*e ffato 7-4 CeaptotolBB, 4-1 Old Ate, 124 

WessT* MV. 1*4 Btore A Asa. 

[0401 JAYIIE THOMPSON NOVICES' CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 3f 

1 F6 aonaut (RE) CB) MnR Upton BUD 

■■ ■ |byy*»fn 

2 CF44FP MHPRTWCBJtBT) tta D Thomson B 01 0__ 

ItWfc— 

3 WW BtlPBMROttOR WMdtafarTlin.ftcrfrerT) 

4 CUfTM BRAE (HE) D Dawes 5 10 12 MrJjDfaM 

Go Agris, 24 ripn Baa, 94 Kafale Tte Caft *- 


BgmW G. 7-4 Ml da Rare, »4 Sorere, 54 Abk Ptaynr, 84 
Breoft SaiA 104 Bknotog totog 1*4 Deep dobl 184 


\0 Aft \ HJF Ml NCMCES’ HURDLE (QUAL) 

I (CLASS 0} £3^00 added an If UQyds 

1 304954 MmSUMUS0DDAktar6UO-Jtfare*a 

2 00004- OLD ALE 08Sj J Cuts 5 11 0 LOHaa 

3 80 BUMMARBE09) JrtnRUnm410ia 

— ISrepfeP) 


Q4/I1 NIGHT NURSE TROPHY HANDICAP 
CHASE (HASS ^ £5000 added 3m 3f 

1 Q 6 - 2 RZ 2 araBowwwn jfatim n i t-. 

2 315B2S- raMCEmZA0GQ(CD)JDite8lll3 J-tTHere 

3 33WC- BOWmiWNM0S39(C)jfiHteml3U9 

4 3W31 RHE 07) (CO) PBteeiB 11 5 J* R Joten S , 

5 432235 UPfaBlQjlBXBRJriinmiimnn . APriftn 
B 22432 COUPDECAItraran WBMteBlOOJtSrera 

-Stoetend- 

BEnora 2-1 (fares ton, 314 Hree, 44 PtocaTtea, 54 Bow 
lteB« fare, 84 faMB, 1M Coup deftriheitaM. 

14.101 MNUSHBNTNH FLAT (CLASS H) 
\z~} £24S0 2m If uoytfs 

1 D-U MAGSUDmj(mefl5120 A tecta® 

2 COMMWm MwviVtee5114 lb S Stews 

3 0 OfCMKBU.[U) J«tete5U4_Dfaan(7) 
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sport 

Indians 
lifted by 
Lofton’s 
record 


Ready to dean up: assistant trainer Jeremy Noseda (right) washes down BrttabA 
Breeders’ Ciq> Classic hoper Raffing, at Befanont Park yesterday Photograph; Phil Smith 


There wfil be no calling at 
Mott’s home on Sunday room- 
ing however from Allen Paul- 
son, the owner of G'gar, if the 
horse gets beaten. “He wants 
to win all right,” Mott said, 
M But if he gets beaten, he 
won’t be ringing up sin ging the 
blues." 


Baseball 


Cleveland Indians snatched a 
7-6 victory over Atlanta Braves 
in the third game of the World 
Series, cutting the Braves’ lead 
in the best-of-seven senes to 
2-1, after Eddie Murray’s single 
in the 11th inning scored pinch 
runner Alvaro Espinoza. 

“It’s nice to get this little 
World Series jinx over with and 
get on with the series,” Murray 
said. The Cleveland bullpen 
ace, Jose Mesa, got the win for 
three imrings of scoreless, three- 
hit relief. He struck out three. 

It was the second longest 
Mesa had gone this year. “He’s 
a big strong gay ” said Mike 
Haigrove, the Cleveland man- 
ager. “We really had no choice.” 

“I was flying,” Espinoza said. 
“I knew I was going to score. 
This was an unbelievable feel- 
ing. We can go ahead here and 
win it in Atlanta.” 

Kenny Lofton had three hits 
and three runs scored for Cleve- 
land. Lofton, who led the 
American League in steals, was 
caught stealing for the first 
time in 10 post-season attempts 
in the fourth rnnmg^. Bui in the 
seventh, he got his fifth steal of 
the Series. Later that inning , he 
became the first Indian ever to 
score three runs in a World Se- 
ries game. “I never thought 
about losing the game,” Lofton 
said. 

Omar Vtzquel added two hits, 
two runs scored and an RBI for 
the Indians. Cleveland threat- 
ened in their half of the 10th, but 
stranded Manny Ramirez at third 
and Lofton - who had been in- 
tentionally walked for the second 
time in a row - on a nifty play by 
Mark Lemke ftom Viz quel’s 
tough grounder in front of second 
and close to Lofton's path. 

Cleveland, in their first ^ Wbrid 
Series in 41 yean, had dropped 
their last six Series games since 
taking Game Sot from the then 
Boston Braves in 1948. 


McRae 
told to 
go slow 


Scotland's Colin McRae al- 
lowed his Spanish team-mate 
Carlos Sainz to win his home 
rally yesterday in a controver- 
sial move whidi gave both Sub- 
aru drivers a share of the lead 
in the Worid Championship. 

McRae now heads for the fi- 
nal round of the championship 
in Britain next month mowing 
that toe title is his for the taking. 
But neither man was happy with 
the instructions ftom Subaru, 
whidi led to a contentious finish 
in the Catalonia Rally, with 
McRae damring he^ would rather 
not win the championship than 
win it through team orders. 

Sainz led his team-mate by 


final day and Subaru issued in- 
structions that McRae was to 
preserve toe status quo and not 
challenge for toe lead in toe 


The Scot was leading by nine 
seconds on stage times until 
Subaru, anxious to stop their 
drivers taking risks in pursuit of 
victory and to earn maximum 
points to take the lead in toe 
manufacturers’ standings, or- 
dered him to check in one 
minute late at the final control. 

McRae, who started toe Cat- 
alonia event five points ahead of 
ins Spanish team-mate, pointed 
out that the strategy could back- 
fire if either driver ran into trou- 
ble in the final round of toe 
championship - the RAC Rally 
on 19 November. “If we have a 
problem on the RAC Rally, 
well lose toe championship,” 

said McRae, who, nke Sainz, 
now has 70 points. 

There was more controver- 
sy when the world champion, 
Didier AurioL, was disquali- 
fied on a technicality after fin- 
ishing fourth despite broken 
power steering on his Ibyota. 
Results, Sporting Digest, page 31 
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sport 


Boxing administration is called into question after fatalities, but 
if the sport is to survive fighters will have to bear greater responsibility 

> . . .. . _ . , - . - ... . . .... . at niwnvs comjnc up against markc 


A worrying implication of new safe 
ty measures introduced by the 
British Boxing Board of Control yes- 
terday is that many professional 
fighters choose fooUsty to ignore the 
perils of dehydration. 

The Board’s decision to call for 
random appearances on the scales 

springs from the knowledge that, de- 
spite repeated warnings, boxers 
worldwide continue to take alarm- 
ing risks with the potentially dread- 
ful effects of dramatic weight loss 
when preparing for championship 
contests. 

That most tragedies occur in the 

lighter divisions may be explained 
partly by the effort of staying be- 
neath natural weight in order to se- 
cure championship opportunities. 


Significant in this respect is that 
while the results of heavy blows to 
the head are evident in Muhammad 
Alfs sad condition, and Joe Louis ■ 
died miserably before his time, 
more than 30 years have elapsed 
since a heavyweight lost his lift as 
the result of injuries received in the 
ring. 

When fatalities happen, boxing 
administration is inevitably called 
into question, but if the sport is to 
survive into the next mfllenium 
fighters will have to bear greater re- 
sponsibility. “They need to be more 
honest with themselves,” Henry 
Cooper, the former heavyweight 
champion, said on television this 
week. 

As there are plenty of examples 


historically of men barefy being able 
to stand up on the scales, ft is inex- 
cusable when fighters today abuse 
the advantage of weighing-in at 
least 24 hours before a title contest 
which from now on will be manda- 


Announced at a pound inside tile 
super-middle limit of 12st for a ti- 
tle contest against Roy Jones in Las 
Vegas earlier this year, James Tbney 
agreed to be weighed a g ain by 
Marc Ratner of the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission shortly be- 
fore entering the ring. Heavier by 
191b, he had not regained the 

strength lost in reaching the stipu- 
lated limit and was easily beaten. 

The Board are to be commend- 
ed for making dehydration a 



KEN JONES 


priority issue but little confidence 
can be held in the tentative proposal 

to off champ io nship bOUlS un- 

less both contestants achieve stip- 
ulated weight targets during 
preparation. 


An imm ediate conclusion is that 
even the threat of a fight not tak- 
ing place would be unacceptable to 
the television networks who fund tbe 
sport, and interfere ssioudy with the 
world title prospects of British box- 
ers other than those at work in the 
heavyweight division. 

When tbe Board’s general sec- 
retary, John Morris, said yesterday. 
“Thao is a great deal to be con- 
sidered, but I think that it {a report 
drawn up by an independent panel 

of neurosurgeons} win make sense 
to anyone who is prepared to look 
to the future of our sport,” he may 
have been thinking internationally. 

This applies probably to the so- 
phisticated Magnetic Resonance 
imag in g brain scans all British 


boxers will be required to take at the 
risk of losing their licence. 

t. ■ Ti Li iLol «k 


always coming up against market 
forces and that extravagant tclevi- 

Tt mwtethOT^t that fiie Board skm presentation pereu^^ 

enough in ad- to suppose that they are watchmg 

jua Another form of cartoon vio- 
lence. . 

Basing is nothing of the sort, as 

a colleague once realised when first 
watching the sport live. “I didn’t rc- 

u L nmfpscifinal 


have uui jjuub u« — - — 

dressing the perils inherent in a sport 

that Has come under fresh attacks 
since the death of James Murray tiro 
weeks ago in Glasgow, but there is 
always the problem of legality. Pre- 
venting a boxer from going to the 
ring on the grounds that he is not 
sound medically ^ not as simple as 
it may sound 

However, recommendations that 

will be put to licence holders at the 
Board's next annual general meet- 
ing are at least a step m the right di- 
rection. 

A big problem for the sport's ad- 
ministrators generally is that they are 


alise just how hard professional 
fighters hit,” he said. “The terrify- 
ing impact is lost on television.” 

It is in that context that profes- 

l l • — 1 * non mnf 4 ir till* 


understanding that there are sure to 
be further tragedies. No matter 
how much is done to ensure that 
fighters get the best care possible, 
there does not seem to be a way of 
protecting them from themselves. 


outburst 

provokes 

inquiry 

Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FI ELD 

The Australia coach. Bob Ful- 
ton, has been accused of ver- 
bally attacking the World Cup 
referees' director, Greg Mc- 
Call urn, at last Sunday’s semi- 
goal against New Zealand. 

Fulton is charged with ap- 
proaching McCaJdum “in an ag- 
gressive manner* after the match 
went into extra time and telling 
him: “It’s a carve up, and it’s a 
slight on your name.” 

Australia have now made an 
official complaint about the 
handling of the match by the ref- 
eree, Russell Smith, claiming 
that he only “refereed one team 
in the second half”. 

The Australian camp was fu- 
rious over the penalty count 
against them as the Kiwis 
fought back from 20-6 to 20-aIL 
but McCalhim said yesterday: 
“I have studied the video 
recording of the match and 
can see no reason whatsoever 
for criticism of Russell Smith's 
general handling of the match. 

The heavy penalty count in 
the second half - 6-1 against 
Australia - was mainly due to 
theirplayers holding down op- 
ponents at the play-the-balL" 

Ful ton's behaviour has been 
referred to the International 
Board's disciplinary commit- 
tee, which is likely to meet on 
Sunday. The tournament di- 
rector, Maurice Lindsay, said: 
“It would be a shame to detract 
from what was a magnificent 
semi-final and from the final it- 
self, but we cannot let the mat- 
ter go without investigation.” 

The Australians would not 
comment yesterday, beyond 
their manager, Geoff Carr, say- 
ing that the coach had his full 
support. The affair is the latest 
manifestation of the bad blood, 
which has gone well beyond nor- 
mal Anglo- Australian parame- 
ters, during the World Cup. 
Although a truce was declared 
for the tournament, Fulton's 
role as linchpin of the Australian 
Rugby League’s resistance to 
Super League, with which 
Bn tain has aligned itself, has 
never been far from the surface. 

The British Amateur Rugby 
League Association has com- 
plained bitterly about the can- 
ceDation of its match against the 
Cbok Islands, the winners of the 
Emerging Nations World Cup. 

The game had been planned 
for Wigan tonight, but the Code 
Islands and their final opponents, 
Ireland, felt that was too soon af- 
ter their match. Baria's sugges- 
tion that the game should be the 
curtain-raiser at Wembley had 
been rejected by Lindsay. 
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ENGLAND A TOUR: Young Essex man puts his back into his future as next crop of Test cricketers set sail 

Emburey 
takes on 
role of 
diplomat 

Diplomacy will be almost as 
high a priority as winning games 
for the England A team who 
leave for a two-month, three 
Tfcst tour of Pakistan today. 

The side, under the man- 
agement of John Emburey, is 
the first England outfit to lour 
Pakistan since Mike Gatling's 
infamous Sfaakoor Rana tour of 
1987 ended in acrimony. 

Emburey, who was on that 
tour, is now 43, and is excited 
at the prospect of leading many 
of England’s emerging stars on 
what will undoubtedly be a 
tough tour- both on and off the 
field. “This is a bridge-building 
tour for cricket, and not just 
Fnglkh cricket” he said. 

“We are not scheduled to 
send a senior team to Pakistan 
for another seven or eight years, 
but in the shorter term the ex- 
periences we have this winter 
will not only greatly benefit 
our young players but also give 
us valuable information ahead 
of the World Cup next spring. 

• “I’m sure there will also be 
certain, players we will come 
across who will be involved in 
the World Cup. This A team 
squad is fall of good phgcis, and 
my jab is primarily to help 
them improve their cricket and 
to iron out arty technical flaws. 

“But most of all we will be 
talking about the game, and 
learning. I played a Test match 
last summer and 1 have a very 
good rapport with the younger 
players. Coaching is something 
I'm passionately interested in 
and I hope to be coaching at 
county level next summer. 

“There will be discipline both 
on and off the field, bu t I hope 
the players will enjoy themselves 
and have a winning tour. I was 
very impressed when 1 visited 
India last winter trispend some 
time with Alan Wells’ A team. 
Ihope we can establish tbe same 
positive approach this time.” 
■ Salim Malik, the former 
Pakistan Test captain, has been 
cleared of bribery charges by a 
former Pakistani Supreme 
Court judge. Fakhruddin Ebra- 
him, who was asked by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
to investigate allegations of 
bribery made by Australian 
players, said: “I believe 100 per 
cent that Malik is innocent.” 



All-round effort: Ronnie Irani toning Ins skills in Chelmsford before setting off for Pakistan - T want to get better and this is what I have to do* 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Irani committed to the work ethic 


R onnie Irani is engaging- 
ly hesitant about his an- 
cestry. “My father’s 
ancestors were originally from 
Persia,” he said, breaking off 
from a session in the indoor 
cricket school at Chelmsford as 
he prepared for the forthcom- 
ing England A tour to Pakistan 
and India. “Parse es. The Iranis 
are Zorastrians- 1 think. My fa- 
ther was brought up in Bombay. 
That’s about it, really.” 

He gives an embarrassed 
laugh before continuing: “My 
mother is from Bolton.” Now be 
is on surer ground. “My father 
came over here to play League 
cricket, met my mother and 
stayed here. He played for 
Atherton cricket dub. I am 
bom and bred English." 

Where Irani is on absolute- 
ly firm ground is when he talks 
about what his aim is: to play 
Test cricket for England. To that 
end he left his native Lan- 
cashire two years ago to try to 
make it with Essex. “We had a 
strong squad, with lots of all- 


rounders in my last year - 
Wfesim Akram, Mike Whtkin- 
son, Phillip DeFreitas was still 
there, Ian Austin, of course, 
and Jason Gallian was just 
about to break through. I want- 
ed to push myself as an all- 
rounder, not play as a batsman. 
I wanted to improve my bowl- 
ing, but I wasn't getting the op- 
portunity." 

He played a handful of first- 
class games for Lancashire in his 
five years on their bodes before 
deciding to move. He had an Es- 
sex contact, Graham Saville, 
who was also the England Un- 
der- 19 manager. Hearing of 
Irani's unhappiness, he sug- 
gested that the youngster pack 
up and head east “Essex was 
the type of county I wanted to 
play for,” Irani sakL “A county 
that looked to win.” 

He was picked for the open- 
ing Championship match in his 
first season, 1994, hit an un- 
beaten half-century in the sec- 
ond match and has become a 
fixture at No 6 since. That first 


The latest all-rounder to catch the 
selectors’ eye has been busy since the 
season ended. David Llewellyn reports 


season he scored more than 900 
runs, last summer he passed 
1,000 in the Championship for 
the first time. 

Irani has taken more than SO 
wickets for Essex in those two 
seasons, but his bowling still 
needs more work, which was 
why he was at the indoor school 
in Chelmsford on a muggy au- 
tumn morning. Working with 
two coaches, a video camera 
and some soft chalk, he sends 
down a stream of deliveries be- 
fore retiring to an office to 
study, frame by frame, each of 
those deliveries. 

“Tm getting inside the line, 
there,” Irani says at one point, 
then: “My bead is felling away 
there.” A few frames and an- 
other delivery later. “But I’ve 
kept it straight there ” 

Irani takes his cricket seri- 
ously. He wants to succeed. He 


could just as easily have been 
putting his feet up after a long 
hard summer and only stilling 
himself into belated action 
when the England A manage- 
ment told him to. 

But that is not Irani's style. 
He celebrates bis 24th birthday 
today as he flies out to Pak- 
istan, and for someone so 
young displays a senior’s sense 
of responsibility in his prepa- 
rations. 

“It's boring stuff, really, what 
I am doing today,” he explains, 
“but I want to get better and this 
is what I have to do - and if s 
no good me running up against 
problems with my bowling once 
we are out there, they have to 
be sorted out now. ‘ 

“England A is important to 
me. It is a stepping-stone to 
greater things. Hopefully, there 
will be the chance of England 


honours coming up soon. I just 
have to wait to see what hap- 
pens.” 

Except that sitting around 
and waiting for something to 
happen is just not Irani. That is 
why he left Old Tfafford. “I 
don’t think I would have been 
called up to England A if I bad 
still been with Lancashire. I 
think I would probably have just 
been breaking in to the first XI. 
I might even have been a sec- 
ond teamer stiff That's what I 
was with them two years ago. 
Plenty of ambition but nowhere 
to go. I might have gone stale 
and chucked it all in.” 

Had he done that, though, he 
would not have had a mention 
on television, “A little while ago, 
I heard the likes of Ian Both- 
am and Bob Willis saying: Irani 
should go to South Africa'. It 
made me realise that I must be 
good enough, to be in consid- 
eration for a tour place. 

“I didn’t ever actually think 
I would get picked for the se- 
nior tour, but the A tour sud- 


denly seemed a possibility. IT1 
be working hard out there. If it 
doesn’t go my way.-.” he trails 
off into a verbal shrug. 

There is a lot at stake, no- 
tably a place in England's 
World Cup squad. Irani could 
easily hit his way into the line- 
up. He is an awesome striker of 
the ball as a 47-bali century in 
the Sunday League match 
against Gloucestershire last 
July proved - but he also end- 
ed up with 24 wickets in the 40- 
over competition. He has much 
to offer. 

"The further you get in this 
game, die harder you have to 
work to stay there,” he rays. “I 
am going on this tour to learn. 
I am going out there to improve 
my cricket and I wfl] be going 
out there with pride. 

“It's going to be erdtmg. 
Hopefully we win come out win- 
ners, that’s the main thing.” He 
may be a touch hazy about his 
past, but there is certainly no 
doubt that he is putting his back 
into his future. 
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Two Scots prepare to make every penny count 


Golf 

TIM GLOVER 
reports from Sotogrande 

Sam Torrance and Colin Mont- 
gomerie were team-mates in the 
Ityder Cup and the Alfred Dun- 
hill Cup, but this week the 

noTSetaken in communion. A 
marathon, duel that began in the 
desert in Dubai last January 
roaches its climax in the Volvo 
Masters at Valderrama here. 

Torrance leads the European 
Tour's Order of Merit with 
£630,481 .28 to Montgomerie’s 
£626,651.40, and whoever fin- 
ishes top of the money frit on 
Sunday will receive an addition- 
al £125,000. The bonus pool 
amounts to £500,000 and the 
event’s prize money is £750,000. 

Torrance and Montgomerie 
are clear of all but Bernhard 


Langer and, with so much mon- 
ey available, it is distinctly pos- 
sible for the German thoro- 
ughbred to unseat the Scottish 
stayers. Langer, who is 
£ 60 J 07. 11 behind Torrance 
(the small change could count 
in the final analysis), won the 
Volvo Masters 12 months ago, 
but Monty, who finished fourth, 
won the Order of Merit for the 

second year running. Torrance 

has never won the marathon, al- 
though he was pipped to the 
post by Langer in 1984. 

The 42-year-old Torrance 
will celebrate his 25th year as a 
European "four player in style 
if he finishes in front of Mon- 
ty here and Langer is not in the 
top two. However, the Scots are 
showing signs of wear and tear, 
having taken part in a longer, 
more concerted campaign than 
Langer. While Ibrrance and 
Montgomerie were going the 


distance a gain at St Andrews 
last week, Langer was restrict- 
ing hims elf to a gentle match 
against teaching professionals in 
Munich. “Of course I won,” 
Langer said. “If I hadn’t, I 
shouldn’t be playing.” 

Torrance, meanwhile, is on 
antibiotics to cure a chest in- 
fection and is off akohoL As he 
thoroughly enjoys a pint and a 
roll-up, this could be a handi- 
cap for Sam. “I don’t think there 
can be any more pressure on me 
this week than I had at the Ry- 
der Cup,” Torrance said, “and 
if I was able to handle that, I can 
handle this week as weff” 

. As for Montgomerie, he b as 
been suffering from a sprained 
left wrist and on Monday be 
consulted a specialist “He told 
me to rest,” Monty said. “If 
there was a danger of any per- 
manent damage, I wouldn’t be 
here.” Tbe rise and rise of Big 


Monty in the merit table since 
1988 k 52nd, 25th, 14th, 4th, 
3rd, 1st 1st He pointed out that 
be has won more money than 
at this stage last year. “It just so 
happens that Sam Torrance has 
done particularly wefl,” Monty 
said. Note the more formal 
tone. Last week at St Andrews, 
it was Sam this, Sam that, no 
mention of a surname. “It 
doesn't matter if it was Joe 
Bloggs,” Montgomerie said. 
“I’d like to beat him.” 

As it happens, tiie three prin- 
cipal contendere go out in se- 
quence at lunchtime today: 
Ibrrance, followed by Mont- 
gomerie, followed by Langer. 
“And they call it a draw?” Mon- 
ty asked. He did not objecL “If 


tiz Patino, Valdenrama’s owner, 
has done to the 17th hole. The 
landing area for the drive has 
been reshaped and the slope of 
the green changed “They’re try- 
ing to copy the 15th at Augusta,” 
Montgomerie said. “I don’t know 


“They have taken away the 
Spectacular shots,” Monty said. 

The criticism of the 17th win 
be greeted with shoc±-horrorby 
Patino, not least for tbe fed that 
his masterpiece is, of course, the 
venue for the 1997 Rydex Cup. 


why we should be penalised for ’TfaJderrama (consdered roonero 
hitting the ball a long way. The uno for mainland Europe) has 

‘ n 86th to 


get spiky, it’ll be the same for 
aD three of us. That’s quite fair.” 
What he does not consider 
fair, however, is what Jaime Or- 


rough spoils the whole thing and 
the green is far Loo bard. They’ve 
altered it so many times they 
should have had it right by now.” 
Last year, Seve Ballesteros 
was employed to change the 
17th, which is a par five with a 
lake in front of the green. 
Migod Angel Jimenez got an al- 
batross two there, but since 
then Patino has made further 
changes. Montgomerie -and he 
is not alone - thinks tbe char- 
acter of the hole has been ru- 
ined and it is now virtually 
impossible to get the tall any- 
where near the flag m two. 


been promoted from 86th to 51st 
in the world rankings, and Pati- 
no was confident of further im- 
provement on the basis of 
changes made to tbe 17th. 

Meanwhile, the course 
promises to be as unrelenting as 
ever. The fidd is restricted to tbe 
leading 54 in the merit table and 
yesterday in tbepro-am, 11 of 
them, inducting Torrance, failed 
to return a score. At least they 
went ouL Philip Walton, one of 
the Ryder Cup heroes, was 
fined £500 for a no-show. The 
Irishman had a misunderstand- 
ing with his alarm clock. - 


Sports letters 


Routing the law ... 

From MrR Phillips 
Sir, Further to Steve Bale’s 
Commentary on last Saturday's 
Wasps-Bath encounter illus- 
trating the negative blight that 
is still apparent in our game, I 
would like to question further 
the complete lack of control of 
the offside law by officials. The 
persistent flouting of that law 
in ruck, maul and lineout is sti- 
fling the game, while at the 
same time an expansive and ad- 
venturous approach in the 
southern hemkphere is funding 
the new professional era. 
Yours sincerely 
ROBERT PHILLIPS 
Red] and, Avon 

... or misapplying it? 

From MrS Cottam 

Sir, ! read with interest a letter 

from A Leslie (19 October) re- 


garding the Independent's cov- 
erage of the jailing of Duncan 
Ferguson. Following Ferguson’s 
imprisonment, where is outside 
interference in sport going to 
end? Sporting authorities should 
be allowed to apply their own 
punishments for misconduct in- 
volving pafficroants in the sport 
In my view Ferguson, a hero 
to Everton fans of all ages, has 
been made an example of by the 
Scottish authorities in an ap- 
pallrng display of interference 
and inconsistency. Ferguson was 
not even booked by the referee 
for his “offence”. 

Your s sincerely, 

STEPHEN COTTAM 
Bristol 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication”, contain daytime 
and evening phone numbers. 
They should be sent to Sports 
Etfiton the Independent, I Cana- 
da Square, London EI4 5DL. 
They may be shortened for 
reasons of space. 
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Rusedski has trouble switching to the ‘bubble’ 




Tennte 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Essen 

Life has not quite turned into 
a goldfish bowl for Greg Rused- 
ski although the British No 1 
was less than happy- playing in 
a “bubUe* at one of the world's 
richest tournaments yesteiriay. 

The Centre Court at the Eu- 
rocard Open here is an arena 
with a 6,700 capacity. The 
Grandstand Court is a hand- 


some but- almost transparent 
mamuee nesL door with seats for 
600 spectators. After sampling 
both, Rusedski wondered if the 
event had moved ove rnigh t 
R was difficult fawngh for 
Rnsedsid lobe facing Marc Ros- 
set a IOOmmvImI nwi w wi m Wi 


a wuiui Mavo-vDuc^sqae— issw 
aminorim^ofmys^eriwqjt 
with a harder save" - without 


sunlight came andweaL The sil- 
houette of a tree inte rmit tently 
decorated one end of the court. 


Rusedski, who was defeated 
6-4, 6-4 in the second-round 
match and win now tom his at- 
tention towards his debut at the 
National Championships at 
" Thlfard next week, did not over- 
look the point that the Swiss 
Olympic champion was the bet- 
ter man cm the day. “I just think 
it’s wrong that at a two-nriffiou- 
dollar event conditions on the 
two courts are completely dif- 
ferent,” he said. "The light 
changes so much in the bubble 
that you're not sure whether 


you’re playing indoors or out. 
Tbdd Martin was quite livid af- 

to-kwing his match." Martin was 
defeated by Sweden’s Thomas 
Enqvist, 6-3, 6-4. 

^Afetching Rusedski was '^br- 
ren Jacques, the former British 


en over as his coach for the re- 
mainder of the year in the 
absence of the American, Scott 
Brooke, who is unable to traveL 
Rosset had no complaints 
about the “bubble”. He was am- 
ply pleased to have served and 


returned so well after recover- 
ing from a wrist injury. 

Andre Agassi, pfaying on the 
Centre Court, was encouraged 
by his form in his first contest 
since damaging a chest muscle 
during the Davis Cup semi-fi- 
nal final between the Uoited 
States and Sweden five weeks 
ago. The world No 1 defeated 
Jacco Eltmgh, 6-2, 6-4. 

Fete Sampras, who hopes to 
regain No 1 status before the end 
of the year, advanced to the third 
round, 6-3, 6-2, at the expense 


of Stefan Edberg. whose decline 
has taken him below the top 20. 
Tve bad the best days of my ca- 
reer, there’s no doubt about it,” 
EcSieig said after completing the 
1 00 1st match of it 
Michael Chang, who arrived 
from China after w innin g the 
Peking title, seemed disorien- 
tated dur ing life; opening match 
a gainst Daniel \fecek, a Czech 
qualifier, who defeated the fifth 
seed, 6-2, 7-6. Goran Ivanisevic, 
the soft seed, lost to Germany’s 
Martin Sinner, 4-6, 7-6, 6-1. 


The top 20 players, with the 

exception of the injured Michael 
Stich, began the tournament, 
which has achieved Soper Nine 
status cm the ATP four " ^ switch- 
ing from February to October. 

So this is (he second Euro- 
card Open of the year, offering 
a total of J4.09m (£3 -2m) in 
prize money ($225m in Febru- 
ary, $ 1.84m this week). The 
event, usually held in Stuttgart, 
has made the one-off detour to 
Essen because that venue was 
booked for show jumping. 
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Motor racing 


Johnny Herbert’s chances of 
joining the team who took Jack- 
ie Stewart' to two world titles 
could be saippered not tty his 
proven ability, but by dint of his 
very En glish n ess 
The\%rwk±shire-based dri- 
ver has been linked with a pos- 
sible move to lyrreH-Yamaha 
next season following his drop- 
ping by Benetton-Ford. Switch- 
ing to the home of a former 
champion —Stewart won two of 
hk three tides at Tyrrell -after 
being dropped by the current 
champion Michael Schumach- 
er’s team, would be a consola- 
tion prize, despite the Woking 
team’s lack of competitiveness 
this season. 

However, Herbert’s hopes 
as far as Tyrrell are concerned 
- he is also being mentioned for 
the vacant Sauber-Ford seat - 
could be dashed by engine sup- 
plier Yamaha’s keenness for a 
Japanese driver. 

The Hnn, Mika Salo, has al- 
ready been retained for next 
year -which leaves Herbert ohly 
the seat currently occupied tty 
Japan’s UkyoKatayama to aim 
for^, 

..did: not see any Japan- 
; : ^w-tfiwer hi Fbrmula One, it 
'Would be very sad,” said Thkaa- 
ki Kimura, Yamaha’S- project 
leader. “It is also good for the 
company, our workers and* 
Japanese motor racing.” 

If he does make the switch, 
then Herbert, who competed in 
one race for TyireD in his debut 
season, will be powered by one 

of the Hgfitest engines ever de- 
veloped for Formula One rac- 
ing. The company has high 
hopes that its new V10 engine 
will help achieve its most sno- 
cessful season since entering this 
area of the sport in 1989. 

“Our target is to win Formula 
One,” Kimura said. “But for the 
next couple of years, the real- 


istic target is to get more 
points and get on the podium.” 

Herbert is already known in 
Japan, having competed in the 
country's Formula 3000 series 
in 1990 afterMs grand prix ca- 
reer had been interrupted Ity a 
serious rating accident. 

He is reported to have 
pitched his salary demands too 
Ugh,' while Ratayama, who has 
had a disappointing season, 
can bring much-needed spon- 
sorship to the team. 

However, the 31-year-old 
driver has shown he is capable 
of winning races. His triumphs 
at Sflverstone and Monza have 
taken him to fifth place in the 
championship. Herbert be- 
lieves his future should be 
decided after the Japanese 
Grand Pro, the penultimate 
race of the season, which takes 
place on Sunday. 

‘After Suzuka J should know 
exactly where I am going,” Her- 
bert said. “I want to stay in For- 
mulaOne. IndyCar is for the 
future — it is not something I 
want to do at the moment If I 
do stay in Formula One, it will 
bewfthateamwho I believe win 
give me the chance- to win 
races- Ifl feel the team are not 
giving the right signals, I won’t 
go there. 

“It may be more of a chal- 
l^e^TTOb^^^^s ecand- 

One seasonneais its dose. In 
the penultimate race of the 
season, the attention will be on 
on whether Schumacher can 
equal Nhgel Mansell’ S 1992 feat 
of nine wms if he takes the che- 
quered flag on Sunday. 

The newly crowned world 
champion could then become 
the first driver to reach double 
figures in a season, with another 
victory in Australia, although 
the German has bad the ad- 
vantage of an extra race this 
year. 



Smith beset by problems after another Rangers failure 




, ,-v ££ •’ 


Football 


Writer Smith, the Rangers man- 
ager, has pointed the finger at 
ins stand-in players for his ride’s 
Coca-Cbla Cup semi-final de- 
feat by Aberdeen on Tuesday 
night 

In addition, PzmlGasccqgae’s 
disdpiinaiy record isptoviiig an- 
other headadte for smth, with 
the £4 3m signing collecting 
four yellow cards m eight do- 
mestic games. 


The Ibrox chib were yester- 
day picking up the pieces after 
a second failure in a big match 
in the past week. After their 
4-1 Champions’ League thrash- 
ing in Turin by Juventus last 
\tednesday, Rangers were then 
swept aside by Roy Aitken's 
team at Hampden. 

Eoin Jess, rejected tty 
Rangers as a youngster, out- 
shone Gascoigne and set up the 

first of striker BiDy Dodds 1 two 
goals with a superb 70-yard 
run at the Ibrox defence. 


India under the weather 


Cricket 

India crawled lo 54 for the loss 
of Ajay Jadeja in 168 minutes 
on a ranwbratened opening day 
of the second Tfest against New 
Zealand. Heavy rain delayed the 
start and bad light forced an ear- 
ly closure after just 35 3 overs. 

Manoj Prabhakar batted 
throughout after Mohammed 
Azharuddin had won the toss 
and elected to bat, re m ain in g 
unbeaten on 19 from' 110 balls. 
Nayjot Sidhu, who replaced 
Sanjay Manjrtkar in the team 
that won the first Tfest in three 
days at Bangalore last week, 
had scored 18 off 72 deliveries. 


Jadeja, who scored 73 in the 
second innings at Bangalore to 
set up India’s eight-wicket vic- 
tory, never looked comfortable 
during Ins 58 minutes at the 
crease arid he was bowled for 
three Ity a foil-pitched delivery 
from Dkm Nadi. Nash and 
QiriffOdrns bowled economi- 
cally qu a helpful pitch, with 
Nadi conceding 14 runs in 103 
overs, while Gums gave away 
just eight in 11.. . 

Danny Morrison, though, was ' 
erratic, concetfing 12 no-baHs in 
hi* 10 om The only two fours 
offoe d ay came from SSdhu , who 
twice struck left-aim 'spinner 
Mark Haslam to thebotmdaiy. 


The defeat means Smith’s 
champions for the past seven 
years, who already lead the 
Premier Division by six points, 
have not won a domestic cup 
since October 1993. 

Seven of their leading play- 
ers were missing from the 2-1 
defeat, with Richard Gough, 
Brian Laudrup, Charlie Miller, 
Stuart McCall, Ian Ferguson, 
David Robertson and Thevor 
Steven all out injured. 

AD must now be rated doubt- 
ful for next Wednesday’s 


Perkins to 
make Games 
drug protest 

Swtambtg 

Kieren Perkins, the Australian 
long-distance swimmer and 
Ohmmacl500mfreestyiecbam- 
pion, is ready to stage a personal 
protest against drugs m sport 
during the swimming medal 
ceremonies at next year's 
.Olympic Games in Atlanta. 

“The governing bodies don’t 
seem to want to do anything and 
I think it’s getting to the stage 
now where we have to take such 
drastic action,” Peritins said. 

‘Twouldbe willing to show my 


Champions’ League return 
against Inventus, with a league 
visit to Raith Rovers to come 
on Saturday. 

A groin injury cost Gough his 
ever-present record so Ear this 
season and his injury may have 
been one absence too many for 
the champions - although 
Smith refused to use it as an ex- 
cuse. 

“WeVe been disjointed for 
most of the season,” Smith said 
in reference to the injuries. “1 
think some people are looking 


at the way we are playing and 
taking comfort in the injuries, 
but when you have a squad like 
we do then they should be ca- 
pable of winning games Eke the 
semi-final. 

“The squad we had out 
against Aberdeen was capable 
of far better than they 
showed.” 

Rangers had to give the re- 
serve team coach. John Brown, 
33, his first start of the season 
but, despite the absentees, still 
fielded £10m of summer sign- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Jiang Bo, a 16-year-old coached by Ma 
lumen, beat Junran's tamer charge, 
Wang Juroba, the women's world 
3.0,000 metres record holder; over 
5,000m in Peking on Tuesday, setting 
an Asian record of 14m*n 45-90sec. 

BwypfWiB 

WORLD SHOES: O t H nd Mam 7 Adana 

Bomb 6 Ol hntofft MSanta fcad tmMrfaev- 

en aei fas S-I). 

Bntag 

FoOowng Tuesday's High Court wit o- 
sued by Lomax Leads, Frank Viterren has 

stated mat Rank Biunowa ityn any le- 
al action to stop hte meeting with Mite 
tyson. The Lewis camp Instetthatr 
er Is the rfttafljl opponent for Bruno's 
first World Boovtg Council heavyweight, 
title ddcnce, but Tyson's installation as 
the WBC's No 1 contender has brown 
the whole Issue into dispute. 


To bM S R TanduMr. *M MHudAv V G Nem- 
bfe. tN R Manga. A R Rumble, R K Crauhan. 
V Regu. 1 Srtwth. 

HA 1-18. 

BowSog (to data): Nash 103-2-14-1 (wU; 
Morrhon 10-2-234) (nbttj; Cairns 11 -& 8-0 
(nOl); Hasten 4-2-S-Oi 

HEW ZEALAND: *L H German. M J GreelbMEtl, 
R G Twcae. tAC Haora. M D Cm**, S P Ham- 
tog. S A Thornton. C L Cabns, D J Noah. M J 
Haslam, DKMomson. 


bam: Soun Amraaa 
» QuowMtaniL 


(HM rag of lauds Brta- 
2a2fer7uDSddoml3n 


McManus makes his mark 


Snooker 

For the first time since captur- 
ing the Dubai Classic title in Oc- 
tober last year, Alan McManus 
is back m foe semi-finals of a 
ranking competition,, the Sko- 
da Grand Pnx in Stmcfatand. 

For the third match in a row 
he dropped only one frame, with 
Northern Ireland’s Joe Swap hfe 
latest victim. *T didn’t fed I was 
capable of competing for tro* 
ohiesuntii recraroy McManus 


mains to be seen whether I can. 
win a tournament again, but it 
piaVpg a big difference to feel 
I am in with a chance” 

Swait, appeari^in his second 
successive ranking quarter-fi- 
nal, showed his abihtywifo an ex- 
cellent 104 to open his account 
in foe final frame before foe mid- 
session interval However, Mo- 
Manus took over after the break. 
He was poised to overtake Jim- 
my White’s 105 as the highest 


Tto-unfflTeceoay* McManus televised break, but massed 
said after ^5-7 win. “It re- final blue after reaching 98. 


amedal ceremony if Pm involved 
in odc. Hopefully, ft wDlt^jen up 
the world’s eyes to what is go- 
ing on,” said Perkins, who crit- 
icised Fma, the ^port’s governor 
body, over its stance cm doping. 

“It b quite obvious, to me fiat 
Pina k not prepared to do aity- 
foing autf^ would prefer to just ig- 
nore foe situation. They simply 
do not listen to foe swimmers. 5 ’ 

Perkins supports a campaign 
launched by. the Australian 
Swimming Coaches Associa- 
tion to ban Chinese swimmers 
from competition unless they 
are subjected to stricter testing. 


KotxsevtDreoinWs world Boxing Coun- 
cd cntiseroeigfii title in Lawltoo-Penet, 
Fiance. Ontiie same bl. AsonderGifni 
of Ukraine, look the Bsopean ouiser- 
wei&t tide by stopping the holder. 
FbtrtoeAoiBa of fiance, in the filth round. 
Tbmnty Morrison, the heavyweight con- 
tender stopped in the sixth round fay 
Lemox Lewis earlier this month, has 
been dnHgsdwtthasGautt for auagad- 
ly pundting a woman In the face and 
bang aiiSher woman’s finger on 150c- 
iDber near his home in Jajt OWahoma. 

Cricket 

sa»mtE5r(MHtiM,«iBt«w>foC*iwM 
sesrad 94 for 1 In thatr thst tmtoiga v Maw 

soda hod uk) 

MDU-Ffcst batata 

MSPia M i Wa rwiH W— « 

ADJHMabNnti 3 

NSSkSaimoW — 18 

&Om<bLwlni>ia — 14 

Tott Para, 354 «•*>*) M 


Footbafl 

ItB Coca-Cola Cup tia between Read- 
ing and Buiy, wtiich was abandoned on 
Tuesday ntfa, wB now be pisged on Tues- 
day 7 November f7.45pmj. 

Nathan Btake, the Welsh intematiorv- 
al. has escaped e three-match ban fo*- 
kwing his sencBngoff for Sheffield Unled 
at Southend earlier this month. The 23- 
yearoid forward was dismissed when 
a linesman aflegsdty saw him spittfryg 
at the Southend defender Mike tapper. 
Juninho, the midfielder who recendy 
joined Middfesfattitih, and Inter's left- 
back, Roberto Canos, have been in* 
duded fo the Brad squad for a frlendty 
with Argentina on 6 November. Ateo 
named were the defenders, Aldair and 
Andre Coe of ftxna and Napoli re- 
spectively, the softer Beteto and rred- 

fielder wuro SiNa, both of Deportivo 
La CoiuAb, and the fufi-back. Rodrigo, 
of Germany's Bayer Leverkusen. 

TUnPmunWESMHSsFACapfonthipial 
mad reptaya: Bramnoue 2 (CMra 48. 
ShOangH3n671Konenng2Pco052,Attiiii35) 
ftflter aara Unm); Urt»3 iCIartu 19. Mnfon- 
Ttt S4.7W Gneanl 3 C&asS7.lranb 82. flfcw- 


mgs in Paul Gascoigne, Oleg 
Salenko, Stephen wight and 
Gordan Petnc. 

“We didn’t do enough in foe 
first hour or more to punish Ab- 
erdeen," added Smith. “After 
Aberdeen scored they were by 
far the better side and we didn’t 
do nearly enough to win foe 
game.” 

Smith will tomorrow face 
the club's annual general meet- 
ing. when a £455,000 profit for 
the year end to 31 May 1995 will 
be announced. 


Haw 3s firaslay Rarara 2 Mwan 3- HJand a- 
«Wooe Badwonh 2 Lalcanar IM L- Bridewtti 1 
Dudto* 2j Buchrtian Han S earn* 0-. HneHe» 
Total 4 Moor Qraan 3; Mntfs Ijm SOantfiatn 2: 
Raong CR4> Wfcnttak 2 NmooBn 2; Ssun^E 
3 TWraMfi 2. Soottm DWilon: AiMtrt 7 Bnav- 
au U MargHa 2 FWwr2: HMsun 1 SMtift- 
tame4; WestavSipeabra 6 Viaet\%n«Mn 
2 O raadon 4 ; W taey 1 F orest Ham 0. Wtn- 

- KSSiaS^OEASrSon^E 

*J; HeMun 0 Crook l; RIM Newas&B 3 Smck- 
ran L-Toa> Iw 4 MorpMJi 3. kMUi Cxprett 
MUand Anuooa Inaraia Cop ftst roawfe 
CnamoMi 2 artral 1; M«dl D Wesowen fiar- 

GUAH fc 

aad Mat 




■pwrei: hona Bay 2 Dal 1; r^tne 2 
Cwwatuy 2; Ranawre 2 WMBOUa 1; sfippn 

OFofcastoraD;SlMBGraefl4TijrtMgeW*L 

Waat 1» laacoa PiamlarPMUoic Badoral 
5 iTwne ft OuDpentani O Taunton 3; Manaxs- 
fcM5CateLlewMPEartMP to-«-»-^~ 




tor 2 IMna Hoad ii nm 8 NncsaUa Town 3; 
MoHfct OTraUrt 4; Sadort 4 Preset* 1_ Noctli- 

mMrai«v:RDidwRMn2Vfoabn^BS 

3. Saooad rxbA Annthrape 2 HaUMd Man 3: 
AmoB l BeJoer 4; UfflsKtia 1 Hatem O; North 

ABM 0 Goov 2: YtMoMq MArz OBSOD Al- 
blon dL Baba Ha^tLotete Senior Cup Rrat 
a ixectn at 

^ 1 Ten 


IfataOMfliaiBCneatefMd 0 WrwtwmZ RaBM 
CupthW mod: Rotereuota i Beazzota 241 In- 
ta ma aonale 2 (Cartione 7, Fowa 60). 


Ice Hockey Snooker 

» 1.0ta«a 3 Daoot 1. Mas 3 Sutao 0. finntoc A McManus 


OWOW 1 H*es 3. Hrat Mmtec Cteham 4 
AtthBtm Tomi (X Sarand DPMdk; Bmattod 3 
E«wn l; dianont St fotar 1 CoBer Rat JL TW 
DMdoK Souttui i Homduoh z WtaeunDna 3 
Mw4IIMi«aOtMtawCwta- 
aad Rawwfe Aflwton LR 3 Wrufcn2; BamwS 
Accrtwon Stanqr 4; Cfiatof 0 Mato 0; Eaa- 
worai «wt 3 ARraton ft Horewda Tom o Bate* 
2 ;UwW 2 K , MliyO!UAjB U rt» 05 l(l , t- 
KKtt 0 GBMOcro^i u wmon 2 Ifitoi Z WMt- 

r - n 

stone 2 aa»rt a BBiascM i wrh 

trt^CBy4VS(^l;CW»srtHra2rtiaw*wn 


umBWOOaei teM adraBc a eJWpte £ 3 ^ 30 . 30 , 
Z3 £100 JS, 22 £&2D, H £SL80. Fo«a than 
£4^5. TM IHMHM £1, Km bm]H £94,15. 
VBMMttsTnUe Skwraae 24pU iSMUO, 23 
£32J5. 22 £2JJb, 21 fcL20. Too bmnaa fl .10. 
(ha awajE £38JS. 

BgTTDt&Tma tlratai 34||H 021^0.22 
£7j». 22 £0.75. four draws £13J0. EUtt 
hooss £9^0. Fho aways £29 lBO; 

ZETTHtS: CtHOK 24p« £237^5, 23 

£7jOO, 22 fOBO Wh to ore nhtfi of a oen- 
!M.Bw«to£S7.40.HwdM£iaaQ.aMC 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

Neath 

Fiji 


Gareth Llewellyn proved a 
point to the Welsh selectors who 
have ignored him; Neath 
proved a point to a far wider 
publics Yesterday’s invigorating 

game at The Gnoll was all any- 
one -except foe luckless Fijians 
- could have hoped. 

Even if Fiji are not the equiv- 
alent of Springboks or All 
Blacks, many of them are play- 
ing in New Zealand or Australia 
and, with the exception of an ob- 
scure 1971 defeat of West Ger- 
many, this was Neath’s first 
vidxsy over any touring side and 
so worthy of celebration. 

The tourists saw a 17-3 ad- 
vantage evaporate as Neath 
came storming through to win 
with more to spare than they 
dared hope when events were 
going against them in the first 
half. The exorcising of past 
demons was a useful by-prod- 
uct, though last season's violent 
South Africa match would have 
been all but forgotten but for 
the chib’s insistence on keeping 
the issue alive. 

Before yesterday’s game foe 
Welsh Rugby Union published 
a statement exonerating every- 
one of everything that occurred 
on that dark November night - 
a conclusion they had appar- 
ently reached about nine 
months ago but that Neath in- 
sisted be made public now. 

Which was somewhat beside 
the point while the Fyians were 
tiyipg to weave their magic. One 
or two members of their pack 
may be ponderous and their 

halT- wmnmg may lade cmvirtinn 

but in broken play they are a de- 
light. backs and forwards han- 
dling with a facility that makes 
British players look cack-hand- 
ed by comparison. 

The 55-yard run by Leveni 
Vatnreba - a lock-forward, 
mind you - which produced 
Fijfs third try was the most ob- 
vious example, but the dose 
combinations that had created 
the previous tries by Jonetani 
Waqa and Manasa Bari equal- 
ly exemplified foe Fijian rugby 
of legend and tradition.- - 

To this Neath had their own 
answer. They qualified for this’ 
fixture by finishing fourth m foe 
Webb First Division last season 
and lie sixth with more than a 
quarter of this campaign gone. 
But this is a changed team 
made up largely of likely new- 
comers - a bit like Whies, real- 
ly - and on this evidence they 
have a considerable future. 


The Rangers manager is ex- 
pected to be re-elected as a di- 
rector, although he and the 
chairman, David Murray, could 
face some disgruntled question- 
ing at Glasgow’s Concert HalL 
Gascoigne’s simmering tem- 
per is another problem for 
Smith, with foe England mid- 
fielder edging closer to a sus- 
pension. The England and 
former Lazio player has been 
booked four times in eight do- 
mestic games as well as once in 1 
two Champions’ League ties. 


Rallying 

CAXALONU RALLY OJOMt da Itte) Final 
'~ m ~ 1 C Sara: (Sp) Suborn Impraza 5hf 5mtt 
Dtraec, 2 C McRae (081 Sitoau imprea 
451003 3 P Urol 00 Subaru tnvraza Urn 
58so= 4 F Mecour (Fi) Fbrd Escort 2:40; 5 A 
Aghnl 00 MtaufaisM Lancer 2:54; 8 G Treflas 
(Uiul Toma Calcs 5*56; 7 0 Gomez (Spj to 
noil Cbo 12:03; 8 A Newnra Rj Tovota OaA- 
ca 1Z22; 9 J Bum*. (Sol BMW M3 22*18; 10 
I PosteJ (Nefh) Sudani famnea *un. r— h_ 


BndSatnE 70pts;3 J tonldanm (Fid 62;4Au- 
260; 4 Ford 206 


Rugby Union 

B^cowitrieslrorn the Paclflc RlrTi re- 
gion want to stag? an annual infiema- 
ttaral toumamant along the fines of the 
Rve Nations’ Championship. The pro- 
posed Pan Pacific Series, which It to 
hoped will start next April, would inwhe 
Rji, fonga, Western Samoa, tin Unit- 
tri Stitts, Csreda, Argentina, Japan and 
Hong Kong, 

A number of South African players are 

Super Lea&»fo Australia, aocortfng to 
tne former Springbok centre, Rear 

MiJlet "There are stiff a few gLijg «ejgh- 
jng W nffi up," he said in a newspaper 
interview, “but I think there wffl he 10 
fay the end of the yaan- 


based not simply on the rous- 
ing, sensibly varied and highly 
mobile rugby they played, 
vaguely Fijian in fact, but on 
their indomitability when things 
were going badly against them. 
The threequarters were re- 
sponsible for the tries tty John 
I FunceU, the impressive Leigh 
Davies and the winner by Chris 
Higgs, with the pack providing 
a contrast by drmng hard to set 
up Chris Scott’s. 

H— H e Triaa Funnel, L Dawes, Soott, Hte- 
« CoaventaB PMbaras 2; PenrfttasP 
wttaros 2. Ffc Tries Waqa, Bon. Vatureio; 
Ooavcnlons Turuva 2; Penalty Tuniva. 
Neatti G Danes; C Hto. L Dwfes, J Fi*>- 
nel (RoUn Janes, 7^7Rlchonl Jones; P 
Wtans. Ptasm: D Monts, K ABen. j Daws, 
G»yn Ueweayn. Gereai Llewelyn leapt], J Bu- 
neB, s WKaim, C ScotL 
FUbJWaqa {Nodio^);EBoiob«4o (TawaJ. 
L JUtUe (King CounUy), W RoluKuMm 
(Read)), m Bari (Tavm); o Ttmna CNatfi). J 
RautonJ (Easts); S Sadrta (Suva). 0 Smith 
(Watoffl). V Cavobatl OMsUngEon), A Nado- 
lo CSuua). L VabBcba (WWlTOtonl, W Ma- 
wmw (Counoes). S VtorutatolSuwa, capt). 
M Konwou (NadD. Rc 
(Nodroga) far Nadoto, 

Rc4amK E Momson (Bn&toH. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

7 jo unMa stated 

BORD GAB LEAGUE OF IRELAND Ramiar U- 
vWon: Dunoali vSi Pamcfc-s AWstc rr^5K Cork 
□VvDnWieda HU5). 

PONBHS IEA0UE Hot DMalWE Ok»ffl v LseA 
(7JDJ; Stole v Sfififfiaw weoneedn USXr. Tran- 
mara v DM* 17m. Sacand OMriam Coventry 
v Vtnk (7 OK R o Biat i am v MxMfeBtmi^n (7.C9. 
AMMMSORWCECOMHJUIONHntDMriaa! 
Cbarnon v Nnwco UJOU 
FA YOUTH CUP Fimt »ae± Boksnera St Mie* 
aeb v toMen ana DramondK CBnlnta CBy v 
Luton Tovra. 

BaskstbaO 

BUDWBSBI LEAGUE! Deny Sam v Hamel (te- 
als (30). 

Speedway 

7J0infeBttntf 

PREMBt LM0U& Ipswch v Poole. 

SMASH ACADEMY KHOCK-OUT HP Haal Amt 
lag: Stoke vBenack. 

MORnDW JUNIOR CHAMnOMSMP (Mdoes- 

bmi^hL 

other sports 

SNOOKDfc Stoda Grand Pifc (Sundertand). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


28 


lOUMlIMraciVCSaatiMU MarA Mw: 
Kfijami OW « F Darin pvg &■ 

S g° rBta Ww bt E Sanchez (Sp) 
« Hra (CMk) « i Bunko (Sp) 7-8 


The number of days that Hull . 
City FCh»re been ^verv to pay 
a debt of £252, 770 to the In- 
land Revenue by the High 
Court The club, who avoided 
a winding-up order yesterday, 
hope to raise the money tty 
selling players. 
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RONNIE IRANI: English cricket’s all-round successor? 30 
GREG RUSEDKSI: The bubble bursts in Essen ?! 


Cavalier England 


battle 



Peter Martin despairs as Mark MrtcNey makes headway 


Cricket 

JAMES ALEXANDER 
reports from Springs 

A match under the floodlights 
of an ugly converted rugby 
ground could not provide a 
greater contrast than the opu- 
lence of Oppeuheimer's place 
the previous day. The differ- 
ences did not end there, either. 
Whereas the opening match of 
the tour was strictly cucumber 
sandwiches and jolty japes, this 
bad a real sizzle -and England 
straggled to stand the heat 
against Eastern Transvaal. 

This is not exactly cause for 
manic depression just yet, bat 
it was not an auspicious per- 
formance by the XI trumpeted 


by Raymond Illingworth as the 
best one-day team from the 16 
players on this tour. The bowl- 
ing was wayward in both line 
and length, tire fielding was slop- 
py and three catches went to 
ground. England's batting was 
cavalier rather than controlled 
and they paid the penalty. 

Hie final 10 overs arrived 
with 68 runs needed and Mark 
Ramprakash remained the only 
realistic hope of an England vic- 
tory. None of the other main 
batsmen had provided the nec- 
essary big score and Ram- 
prakash, who has looked in 
encouragingly fine fettle during 
the first week, was left to try to 
see England through the clos- 
ing overs. He was as stylish as 
ever, but was barfly dropped at 


mid-on immediately after pass- 
ing fifty and survived a vehe- 
ment appeal for a catch at the 
wicket in the nest over. 

Little could disguise the fact, 
though, that Eastern Transvaal, 
spurred on by a blindly partisan 
crowd and assorted puerile jin- 
gles over the tannoy, were more 

competitive. Hus was a huge oc- 
casion for a team whose standard 
is above minor county but not 
quite first-class county. 

Perhaps the portents were 
not good for England when a 
tyre on their coach burst at 
60mpb on the journey to 
Springs, which is 25 miles east 
of Johannesburg. Easterns' bat- 
ting was not quite so explosive, 
but it certainty contained a few 
fireworks. Wayne Radford, an 


attractive and forthright open- 
er. reached has fifty by hoisting 
Richard Illingworth over mid- 
wicket for six and went on to 92 
until Dominic Cork held a 
stinging return catch. 

Mara Mitchley, son of the 
Test umpire Cyril who was 
standing in this match, was 
among the other batsmen who 
contributed usefully. Chad 
Grainger provided the desired 
late aoedteration with a half-cen- 
tury from 41 balls. 

England’s target presented a 
stiff cnaflengp and they attacked 
it like a runaway roller-coaster. 
Alec Stewart pimed two bound- 
aries past mid-wicket before 
foiling to a superb, diving catch 
by the same fielder. Graeme 
Hick was dropped by the wick- 


etkeeper on one and then top- 
edged two of hs next three bails 
for six over third man and long* 
leg. Ms assault did not Last, 
though, and Hick skied an at- 
tempted polL Mike Atherton 
made 33 before going on the 


The burly left-arm spinner 
Conic Jordan -whose age, 32. 
is less than double his weight in 
stones-also accounted for Gra- 
ham Thorpe as he attempted to 
work through the leg side. Robin 

-Smith was mother halsman who 
became established but failed to 
capitalise with a substantial 
score. 

That was the problem - no- 
body anchored the chase. 
Smith's run out left Ramprakash 
as the only specialised batsman. 


/Eastern r/ans»«X»ien«DSs> 

EXCTSWTRAieVML 

WBRadfWcandDOark - — ■- 

MMtortOy&Wng" 0 ™ 55 

C R Merits bGoujjr " gS 

C Grwl0» 001 — ” 25 

TA Marefi cSnWJi tjAraran 

S M Sheets ran out....— ~ 

Extra* 006. w3 . "»«»•■— «m 

Total (lor S, SO ««*}-■■ 
u 1-115, 2-158. 3-211. 4-253. 5-261- 
Mrf DM be* GP COOie. ‘tB McBWte. 6 D 


ENGLAND 

fAJ Stewart cStaewoStraman — ^ 

GAHrtcandOMfljsr — - 


u n rum u «nw e " — "" 

G P THorpe few bJprowt “ 

R A Smith not out — Tf 

M R Rampratash not out -*1 

00 Com not out-- T? 

Extras ff>7. *0, nMJ- •“ 

u l^n.^-68. 3-107, 4-119. 5-165. 

Tto bat: D Gct«i. I’ J Mortm. R K HliigMxtfl. 
AHCFtSSW. 

Un**w; C hVchtoy B Lamhson. 

More cricket, page 31 



Bergkamp 
can win title, 
says Wilson 




Dennis Bergkamp’ s demon- 
stration of his abundant talent 
left the Barnsley manager, Dan- 
ny Wilson, predicting he would 
bring the tiue to Highbuty, but 
the £7.5m striker is willing to 
wait -for a while. 

Bergkamp’s delicacy of touch 
and outstanding vision were 
evident again as be inspired Ar- 
senal to their impressive Coca- 
Cola Cup victory at Oakwell on 
Tuesday night 

It was the Dutchman who was 
responsible for Arsenal’s first 
two goals in their 3-0 win, rifling 
home the second from 22 yards, 
four minutes after Dave Watson 
had spffled his searing free-kick 
into Steve Bouid's path. 

Bergkamp said fats rapid ad- 
justment to the English game 
was vindication of his derision 
to leave Serie A for the Pre- 
miership. “When I came to Ar- 
senalvit was because I thought 
we could win the League. It was 
important to me and when you 
look at the start we’ve made. 


that's very satisfying,” the for- 
mer Internationale player said 
"But I agreed a four-year 
contract and want to win some- 
thing during the course of those 
four years - whether it comes 
in the first year or the fourth is 
something we'll see. Of course 
it's very early to make predic- 
tions. The only thing we can do 
at this time in the season is go 
out and win every game we can. 

“But there's no doubt that 
we’ve got a lot of real quality 
through the team. Tone will tell, 
of course, and as I said, it's not 
desperately important that we 
do it this year. If it comes, it 
comes, but we've started welL” 
Bergkamp’s contribution 
against Barnsley earned the man- 
ager's a dmir ation. “I thought 
before we played them that they 
would win the championship 
and what I saw only cemented 
that thought in my mind," Wil- 
son said They’re so very solid 
and composed at the back and 
when they get the chance to play 
football they do so.” 

Arsenal have won eight of 
their last nine games - sand- 


Sao Paulo’s Supercup kicks 


Any fears that Juninho might 
find it difficult to come to terms 
with the rough and tumble of 
Premiership life at Middles- 
brough were put into perspec- 
tive yesterday by a South 
American Supercup match, in- 
volving his old team-mates, Sao 
Paulo, who were playing at 
their Brazilian rivals. Cruzeiro. 

Sao fcuk) took the lead in the 
ninth minute, but it was the 
Cruzeiro defender Rogerio who 
realty got things going by kick- 
ing an opponent m the face, for 


which he was duty sent off. His 
team-mates rushed to protest to 
the referee, and central de- 
fender Vhnderri, as well as mid- 
fielders Fabinho and Marcelo 
were also shown the red card. 

At the start of the second 
half. Cruzeiro’s Luis Fernando 
Gomes limped off injured and 
the referee was obliged to aban- 
don the match as Cruzeiro, 
with all three substitutes on, 
were down to six players - be- 
low the minimum number re- 
quired. The result stood. 


wiching their only defeat of the 
season so far, at Chelsea - and 
Wilson said that Bruce Rioch's 
new-look Gunners, with David 
Platt soon to return, were fright- 
eningly strong. 

‘They’ve always had those 
solid foundations at the back, 
but Bruce has added that extra 
flair to them, and in Bergkamp 
he's got an extra dimension," 
Wilson said. 

“Bergkamp is just class. As 
a defender, you're always on 
your heels agains t him because 
you know he pops up every- 
where, and when he gets the 
ball he’s just so confident in his 
ability. And he can look after 
himself as welL Some of our de- 
fenders kicked him up the 
backside, so he left his foot in 
occasionally. 

“He wanted them to know he 
was there and that's part and 
parcel of the game, but it'sone 
of the reasons why they’ll fin- 
ish up on top.” 

Bergkamp’s goal was his sixth 
of the season, and with feDow 
striker Ian Wright already hav- 
ing scored 11, the partnership 
is already looking to provide all 
that Ribch had hoped for. 

Bergkamp said he was en- 
joying working alongside the 
man whose England career 
never blossomed, despite his 
consistency in the Premiership. 

"The good thing about play- 
ing with Ian is that when I get 
the ball, I know I can play the 
ball into him,” Bergkamp said. 

T think it's a partnership 
that’s good for both of us. Ian 
wants to have somebody 
around him who can feed him 
and I need somebody in front 
of me who I can find. It’s 
going well." 

. More football, page 31 
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By Hrflrborr Wednesday’s Solution 
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ACROSS 

1 Aga meal dished up with 
frayed mat compound (10) 
6 Quiet about Lord Mayor! 

(4) . 

10 A means of tripping on Ec- 


25 Light newspaper? (3) 

26 On seeing this instrument 

i«hfv4rla* **\yf*»mnnrc hL'mm 


4) 27 The image projected by 

\ means of tripping on Ec- sound men? (5) 
tasy for pervert? (5) 28 The motorway's bad guj 

le’ll have an estate, and (4) 


11 He’ll have an estate, and 
drive right round a hill (9) 

12 Socially acceptable in Essex 
girl? (3) 

13 A car with no sound system 

(5) 

14 Agent clumsily let CIA en- 
ter crafi (9) 

15 Manoeuvre a number to 
spot then go off (5-5.4) 

18 Do some arm-twisting to 
make the warders act? 
(3JA2) 

22 Heavy water and unrefined 
plutonium, perhaps, being 
returned to America (9) 

24 Silver parrot with beak 
open? (5) 


chuckle: “Marconi's blown 
it!" (9) 

27 The image projected tty 
sound men? (5) 

28 The motorways bad guys? 
(4) 

29 Coward's way outi run when 
there's danger around (10) 


DOWN 

US town is home to one 
fleet-footed maiden (8) 

Rent for example's down (7) 
Leap-frogs the circus lent, 
perhaps (4.4.33) 

An important stage in con- 
version to metric? (9) 

Dash from stinger! (5) 

One that's kind of lunar 
may be so described (7) 

The victim is Mother, as 
some would say (6) 


Spoilsport dingo, moving 
those other creatures to rag- 
ing foxy? (3£3 .6) 

Certain ugly scenes on a 
railway (9) 

Debauched trendy commu- 
nity’s got into a hole (8) 
50-year old peace keepers 
never managed to intimi- 
date (7) 

Describing one who could 
become endlessly grasping? 

I}ut of bed, and exhausted 
as a result (6) 

Golden flowers are brought 
up to this room (5) 



Shouldering the burden: Fiji's Bolobolo rides high above the Neath pack at The Gnofl 
yesterday during the Welsh dub's 30-22 win Report, page 31- Photograph: Peter Jay 

Improvement in medical 
safeguards welcomed 

1 12-point plan: for a safer fUturel 

UZSEARL ‘ ‘ 
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British boxing yesterday an- 
nounced a scries of safely im- 
provements' with the aim of giving 
boom greater medical protection 
and, in particular, reducing the 
number of Dalai injuries suffered 
by boxers in British rings. 

The 12-point plan (see table) 
was approved by the British Box- 
ing Board of Control before the 
recent death of James Murray, 
the Scottish bantamweight. The 
improvements are based on the 
recommendations of an inde- 
pendent panel, made up of neu- 
rosurgeons, neurologists and 
neuro radiologists, set up after 
the death of another British bax- 

The new rules bring *the 
weigh-in times forward by 24 
hours, and give doctors a 
greater influence on whether a 
bout should be stopped. The 
referee, however, will still have 
the final decision on whether a 
boxer is fit to continue fighting. 
John Morris, the board secre- 
tary, said the new weigh-in rule 
baa already been implemented 
three months ago when he first 
received the panel's report. 

A special medical revision 
committee is now considering 
how to implement compulsory 
magnetic scanning which will ban 
boxers who show serious abnor- 
malities such as blocked arteries 
or dear fluid around the brain. 
A seasoned fighter whose brain 


1 The wreifji-in for all championship 
bouts to be at least 24 hours befbre 
the flgfrt The rule wlR also apply to 
non-championship bouts, but under 
special dispensation the we^vin can 
stm take place on the dayat the fltfit. 
In ths Instance a fighter failing to 
make the weight wffl not be gven time 
to reduce his weight 

2 Brain scans to be compulsory for 
afl boxers annually. 

3 Scans to be MRI instead of CL A 
panel of doctors to be set up in or- 
der to have consistency in inter- 
pretation erf investigations. 

4 Rinding to be sought for research 
Into psychometric testing. 

5 Random drug-testing to be 
stepped up. 

6 Bast-contest medical checks to be 
tightened. 

7 Suspension period for boxers 
knocked out or stopped extended 
from 28 to 45 days. No boxer 
stopped or knocked out to sper for 
28 (toys. 

shows wonying marks an thescan 
-compared to earlier scans- wfll 
be suspended Iq each case an in- 
dependent panel wUl examine the 

boxer’s scan, and will have the 

power lo ban a fighter for life, al- 
though he will be able to appeal. 

Peter Richards, thechanman 
of the panel, said he hoped a 
worldwide reduction in the num- 
ber of rounds would eventually 
be considered, but the board will 
look at this option only if a 
vroridwidc agreement is reached 
Barry McGuigan, the former 
world champion who is now the 


8 Any boxer knocked unconscious 
or who,.to the view of the doctor, has 
taken excessive punishment should 
go to hospital. Board can suspend 
any boner ignoring medical advice 
either at the venue or at hospital. 

9 Ringside medical requ i remen ts ap- 
proved in general, but a special med- 
tcal panel wffl assess further rtnjpkle 
resuscitation equipment 

30 Referee to be p ermi tted to con- 
sult a ringside doctor durfrg the con- 
test, The doctor to be permitted to 
draw ary matter of concern to a ref- 
eree between rounds. 

11 Doctors and parameefles at ring- 
side tote Peaty Uerti#*te, and seat- 
ed v*iere they can sea dearly and 
gain immediate access to the ring. 

12 Doctors to enter the ring tm- 
medlatety at the end of all contests 
u check both boxers. The ring to be 


Ignated people, particularly until fhp 
doctors give the aB-dear. 

president of the Professional 
Bcneis’ Association, said: “This is 
the right way forward. There are 
a few points that 1 would Hke to 
talk to the BBBC about, but we 
are going in the right direction,” 
“There will be criticism from 
people who will say we haven’t 
gone far enough," Morris said. 
“But in my opinion they have 
blinkers on. They are not look- 
ing at what will happen, and 
they aren't looking at the rights 
of the individual/’ 

Kea Jones on the new 
proposals, page 30 


ITV secures 
European 
Cup for £20 m 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWEL1YN 

England's players, who have 
been battling king and hard with 
the Rugby Rjotbafl Union to get 
a financial deal in (dace before 
they take on the well-paid South 
Africans next month, may have 
bad another money-spinning 
avenue dosed off. 

The inaugural European Rug- 
by Cup has sold the broadcast- 
ing rights to TTV for £2Qm over 
the next three yearn, with the 
promise of more cash to come 
from the tournament’s sponsors 
- expected to be the Welsh 
League backers, Heineken - 
today. 

However, it is by no means 
certain that English dubs, who, 
like Scotland, were unable to 
take part this year, but were ex- 
pected to participate from 
1997-98, will do so. The RFU 
secretary, Ibny Halle it, said 
last night: “We have certainty 
made no commitment for next 
year - or to this competition. 

“Wbstzangtysigjportthecon- 
ceptof English dubs in Europe, 
but^ we feel that this competition 
does not have the high profile 
and organisation that wffl gain 
either the money or the public 
excitement it deserves. We don’t 
want to pour any edd water on 
their efforts, because in princi- 
ple we are with them, but we 
think the competition could be 
better and when its, we will join 
a European competition, or cre- 
ate one ourselves.” 

The RFU has had a repre- 
sentative, John Jeavons- Fel- 
lows, in on the planning of tbe 
competition, which has already 
had inquiries from five other 
European countries. 


One of the tonmament di- 
rectors, Vernon Pugh, the Welsh 
Rugby Union chairman, said the 
European Cup - which involves 
duhsfrom France, Italy, Ireland, 
Wales and Romania - bad vir- 
tually trilled off any hopes Ker- 
ry Packer may have had of 
starting a rebel dub competition. 
“Each of the other unions has 
guaranteed that it would not 
support any other competition,” 
he said. 

Pugh added: “This is a very 
necessary vehicle for achieving 
two things: firstly, more fund- 
ing for chibs; secondly, better 
competition.” Compelling rea- 
sons, and although Packer was 
touting a sum of £50m, there is 
as yd no guarantee, whereas the 
ITV deal is secured and, sig- 
nificantly, is unconditional. 

Hallett also hinted that the 
RFU will not budge over the 
120-day registration period 
which has been hampering, 
among others, Rob Andrew in 
his recruitment for Newcastle. 
Hallett explained “The 120-day 
regulation is likely to remain in 
force for the same reason it was 
introduced, which was to give 
people time to settle down and 
to prevent a huge opening up 
of the market place before peo- 
ple are ready or geared up to 
take part in iL" 

The England manager. Jack 
RondL already without Andrew 
and the Northampton full-back 
Ian Hunter (virus), for the 
South Africa match on 18 No- 
vember at Twickenham, yes- 
terday dropped five other 
players from his original party 
of 35- Richard Wsst (Glouces- 
ter), Andy GomarsaiJ (Wisps), 
Tim Slimpson (West Hartle- 
pool), Jon Sleigh tholine (Bath) 
and Rory Jenkins, 


7. DOWN. 

UNUSUALLY, 

OFFERS SEVEN SEATS AS STANDARD. 
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